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SPSS LUNCHEONS 
 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 

Registration from 1100 - 1120       $17.00 per person 
 

No reservation needed!                        
                                                                                                 

                                        MARCH 
 

     3 Speaker: Robert Webber, Commissioned 

              Artist -  Classic & Contemporary Yachts 

   10 Speaker: Judith Cuppy, President/Owner, 

              Senior Home Companions 

   17 No Luncheon - St. Patrick’s Day 

   24 Speaker: Bradlee Robert, Dir. Patient Services, 

                Univ. of Florida Proton Therapy Institute 

   31 Speakers: Brian Brenneman, VP of Franklin 

              Templeton Investments and David Levine, 

              Sr VP Morgan Stanley Wealth Management 

                                     

                       EVENTS & ACTIVITIES                                    
                                                                                            

                                  MARCH   
 

   10 Executive Committee Mtg    SPSS HQ         0930 

   12-19 Commander’s Cruise - Norwegian “Escape” 

   26 Kayaking - Deer Prairie Creek, Venice        0930 
                          

                                        APRIL 

   7-10 D22 Spring Conference - Tampa  

   13 Italian Night                          SPSS HQ          1700 

   14 Executive Committee Mtg   SPSS HQ        0930 

   15-17 Palm Island Overnight Cruise 

   15-17 Suncoast Boat Show - Marina Jack Plaza 

   23 Kayak - Phillippi Creek Park                         

   30 Cruise To Eat - Casey Key Fish House          

 

 EVENTS  COMING  UP! 

 If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please   

          state with your luncheon choice when registering. 

(See Flyers Inside) 

 

                   PALM ISLAND  
      OVERNIGHT CRUISE    
          15 - 17 APRIL             

 

                               ITALIAN   NIGHT 

    SATURDAY,  13 APRIL    
            SPSS HQ  1700 

     

        D22 SPRING CONFERENCE         

       TAMPA - SHERATON EAST 
 

                    7 - 10 APRIL  

                                             CRUISE TO EAT  

                CASEY KEY FISH HOUSE 
 

                    SATURDAY, 30 APRIL 

     

    KAYAKING - PHILLIPPI CREEK PARK 
             

                                                  SATURDAY, 23 APRIL                   

  

   2016 COMMANDER’S CRUISE ABOARD 

      NORWEGIAN LINE’S  “ESCAPE” 

 

 

 

12 - 19  MARCH  2016 

 (See Flyer Inside) 

 

                  KAYAKING - DEER PRAIRIE 

                           CREEK PRESERVE 
                      

                                                   SATURDAY, 26 MARCH   0930 LAUNCH 

(See Flyer Inside) 

Flyer to be in a Friday Update  

      & April South Wind 

Save  the Date - Flyer in Friday Update          

              and April South Wind 

Save  the Date - Flyer in a Friday Update            

               and April South Wind 
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SEE US ON: 

 

COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

NEXT DEADLINE: 

15 APRIL 2016 
Send photos and articles to: 

Lt Carol Holmes, AP at 

carolholmes43@gmail.com 

 

 

SOUTH WIND 
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 As Aye Sea It! 
 

Kudos to D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S - my good friend 

“Barrister Bob” has stepped up and volunteered to be 

the D22 Legal Counsel, and from what I understand he 

already has been tasked with several requests.  As  

always, Bob’s sense of humor prevails as he introduc-

es himself as “Mr. DA” (district attorney)!! Thanks 

Bob - SPSS is proud and lucky to have you as a member. 
 

Officer Training Report - Cdr Bob, Lt/C Sharon, Lt/C Barbara, 1/Lt. Rick 

and Lt Andre all attended the D22 Officers Training session on Saturday, 30 

Jan. I have to admit that I have been put to sleep in some of these presenta-

tions in the past - but this one was very well done. We all  enjoyed it and 

actually learned a few things. As a group, your Bridge, discussed infor-

mation we got from other Squadrons about how they do things - very inter-

esting. We also realized and agreed that when D/C Connie Beckman, SN 

presented different Bridge and Committee staffing options, which were  

tailored to small, medium or large Squadrons instead of being lumped into 

one option that fits all, that our current SPSS programs already in place 

meet and/or exceed those scenarios thanks to the hard work of previous  

ExComs and Bridges - thanks folks for your hard work, it has not gone  

unnoticed by this Bridge. Lt/C Richard and Lt/C Gary could not attend be-

cause they were at Sarasota Yacht Club where they coordinated 25 Vessel 

Safety Checks!! More later about our growing relationship with SYC. 
 

Ed Strauss has the distinguished honor of being the oldest person (99 years 

young) to operate our SPSS Boating Safety Virtual Training Simulator. Ed 

didn’t have any problems with wheeling the 23’ Boston Whaler center con-

sole thru the slalom course and then he chased a speeding yacht down and 

drove right up into its wake to get the sensation of what it’s like to cross a 

large wake at an angle. Ed had the Whaler ROCKING!! It was great fun for 

me to see Ed on this 21 century technology and how well he adapted to it. 

Ed said he thought it was really something to know the SPSS owned this 

kind of equipment and that our instructors were using it. Thanks Ed – days 

like that make my job so worthwhile. 
 

WOW- our conservation efforts are paying off with an electric bill for Janu-

ary 2016 of $112.91 as compared to our Jan. 2015 bill of $332.84  

- you reduced the bill by $ 219.33!!!  In 2015 our Dec 2014 & Jan 2015 bills 

totaled $691.18 - this year our Dec 2015 & Jan 2016 bill totaled $190.97  

- you reduced the bill by $500.21 in just 2 months!!! Thanks to all the 

instructors who turn the thermostats to OFF after they’re done with their 

class this time of the year and thanks to all the Bridge Members and Com-

mittee Chairs who remember to only heat one space at a time. 
  

Senior Member Awards - once you have earned 5 merit marks you become 

a Senior Member. In February we honored F/Lt Ed Segraves, AP,  Mary 

Andrade and Lt Dave Hoffman, N with their Senior Member plaques -  

CONGRATULATIONS. 
 

New Flags - our Flag Lt Ed Segraves has been a busy man. Ed installed the 

D22 flag that D22 donated to us and he has ordered a Florida State Flag to 

go up on our flag pole. Installing these flags/burgees is not for the faint of  

                                                                                (continued on page  5) 
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During the past week, I had the opportunity to  

attend the USPS National Conference in Orlando.   

I used this occasion to take the USPS Leadership 

L102 course which was very informative and pro-

vided the United States Power Squadrons approach 

to strengthening squadron organizations and deal-

ing with various problem solving, team building, 

and planning issues. I would strongly recommend this series of leader-

ship courses to anyone who is interested in holding a bridge position or 

other position of responsibility within this squadron. 
 

I also had the opportunity to attend a couple of seminars which were 

also very informative and thought provoking. Did you know that two 

out of every three recreational boaters have never heard of the Power 

Squadron? This was pointed out during a seminar sponsored by the 

marketing and PR departments of National. USPS is the premier recre-

ational boating organization in the United States and offers exceptional 

value for our members in the areas of boating education, safety, civic 

activities, as well as social functions among people having similar in-

terests which are fun and worthwhile. Why then has the national organ-

ization lost membership (from nearly 60,000 a few years ago to less 

than 30,000)? Recently, two Districts have  been dissolved, and only 

16% of the nearly 400 squadrons have posted membership gains during 

the past year.  
 

In talking with a few squadron leaders, I learned that some have expe-

rienced many challenges.  Some have difficulty getting members to 

attend functions. Several have a few key members who handle most if 

not all of the functions year after year. Some have difficulty in getting 

members to participate in the type of boating activities Sarasota sched-

ules. Some squadrons have stopped existing all together and the few 

remaining members have been absorbed into other squadrons. Several, 

due to size and lack of facilities, don’t regularly schedule boating clas-

ses. Some report being tired of making the effort to keep their organi-

zation viable because of the lack of participation. Needless to say, 

these conditions paint a very bleak picture requiring considerable effort 

to correct.   
 

Fortunately, the Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron has many ad-

vantages  - we own our own headquarters building, we have a dedicat-

ed and skilled membership and experienced leaders, we schedule many 

events to meet a variety of interests, and we have an excellent educa-

tional program and a willingness to try new things. These things do not 

prevent us from becoming complacent and following the path of some 

of our less fortunate sister squadrons. The key is to continue to in-

crease the perceived value of the squadron to its present and future 

members. We need to attract new members from all areas, particularly 

from  the younger working boaters. We need to find ways to offer val-

ue to families with children who have boating interests, or to interact 

with schools to market the value which we can offer. 
 

One of the best ways for us to make this transition is to get better feed-

back from our present members: why did you join, how can we im-

prove the things that we offer; what new things or events would you 

                                                      (continued in left column this page) 

 

           Chaplain’s Corner           
        

                   “ Perhaps you will forget 

tomorrow the kinds words you say  

 today, but the recipient may cherish 

them over a lifetime.”  

           

                - Dale Carnegie 

         
          P/D/C Robert D. Barber, SN    

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 

XO’S UPDATE - con’t 

 

IN MEMORIAM       

 
Stevean J. Reynolds, AP 

 

10/14/1949 -  02/12/2016      

 
SSPS Member - 2 Years 

 

like to see; what organizations should we 

partner with to add value; what family 

events would you be interested in participat-

ing and should we have more evening meet-

ings? 
 

Many SPSS members may not be aware that 

USPS offers a tremendous benefits package. 

We should all have a copies of the brochure 

to provide to friends and those people who 

ask what SPSS is all about. Did you know 

that by taking advantage of the benefits, you 

can cover the cost of annual membership? 

These benefits provide discounts in the areas 

of travel, insurance, health, goods and ser-

vices. Everyone can use the tremendous dis-

counts offered to SPSS at Office Depot,  

Office Max and various car rental agencies 

and hotels. 
 

You can help to make SPSS a more attrac-

tive and valuable organization. Join and con-

tribute to one of our committees. Bring a 

friend to our events and/or meetings. Take a 

new course or seminar. Talk to friends and 

neighbors about SPSS. Attend more events. 

Have fun. 

 

                     Lt/C Richard Winston, SN 
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SEMINARS  

 

ABC CLASSES 
 

At SPSS  HQ 
 
  

   MARCH  - No ABC Classes 

   APRIL     - No ABC Classes 
   
 ABC On-the-Water at Marine Max 
 

       None scheduled due to no March  

   or April ABC Classes 

 

 

AT SPSS HQ 
 

MARCH 
 

   3 Paddle Smart                 1900 - 2100  
 

APRIL 
 

   7 How to Use a Chart       1900 - 2100 

 28 Using VHF/DSC Radio 1900 - 2100 

 
                  

 

AT WEST MARINE  
 

 APRIL  
 

  14 How to Use a Chart      1900 - 2100 
 

 
      

 ALL seminars at West Marine are 

 FREE. No registration is needed. 

 West Marine, 4708 S. Tamiami Trail,   

 Sarasota, FL 34231 (941) 360 - 6000 

CLASSES 

 

At SPSS HQ    
     

MARCH 
 

 23 Small Boat Maneuvering  

           1 classroom               1830 - 2100 

           1 OTW: 26, 29 or 30 

 

APRIL 
 

 18 Small Boat Maneuvering 

            1 classroom               1830 - 2100 

            1 OTW: 19, 20 or 23 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 

  FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE BRIDGE 

                                                          

SPSS just finished up a very busy February.  Twelve 

members enjoyed a cool but pleasant morning 6 Feb-

ruary kayaking Snook Haven.  Lucky for us the rain 

started while we were enjoying lunch at the Snook 

Haven Restaurant.   

 

The next evening 7 February, 34 members and their guests  rooted for 

their favorite team at our Super Bowl Party held at headquarters.  We 

viewed the game projected on the “big” screen in the north classroom 

where there was stadium style seating.  We thoroughly enjoyed all the 

wonderful and famous dishes such as Cincinnati Chili on mini hot dogs, 

Brazilian beans and corn bread, road kill roll-ups, pork tenderloin, lasagna 

and meat balls, shrimp cocktail, potato salad, flat pizza, brownies, football 

cakes, walnut apple cake and many other dishes. We had a football pool 

and a winner each quarter. First quarter winner was Joe Andrade, second 

quarter - Carol Holmes, third quarter - Bud Lomastro and the game win-

ner was Kookie C -  Mary Reiter’s sister. The two grab bag winners were 

Mary Reiter and Barbara Wolfe. 
 

On Wednesday, 10 February - 16 members attended the docent tour of our 

beautiful National Cemetery on Clark Rd. The following is a sample of 

what we learned from our docents - Bonnie and Cindy. Our very own Sar-

asota Patterson Foundation created and built Patriot Plaza and donated it 

to our community and the National Cemetery Administration. The Patter-

son Foundation administers the tours. In 1872 President Lincoln  

received permission to start the National Cemeteries. The first was Arling-

ton. Patriots Plaza Sarasota National Cemetery had its first burials in Janu-

ary 2009. Currently 12,000 burials have taken place. The cemetery is de-

signed to last until 2065 with room for 150,000 internments which 

includes spouses and dependent children of the veteran. The cemetery’s 

themes are Honor Service, Inspire Patriotism and Embrace Freedom.  This 

is the first cemetery to feature documentary photography which tells us 

the stories of the brave men and women who have and are serving this 

great country. One of  the main sculptures of eagles is called HOME.  

This bronze sculpture depicts an adult eagle protecting and instructing a 

teen eagle. The sculptor used real branches and covered them in bronze to 

build the nest. On the other side of the entrance the nest is empty. The 

adult eagle has finished instructing and they have left the nest. After the 

tour we enjoyed lunch at Millies. 
 

We enjoyed our St. Valentine C&R at the Venice Yacht Club on 13 Feb-

ruary. Sixty-two members attended. I am sure a great time was had by all. 

The day was sunny and bright and the food was delicious. Several mem-

bers arrived by boat. Joining us were  three people who found us through 

Facebook and then went to our new web site. They saw our event and 

signed up. This demonstrates the power of social networking and an on-

line presence working together to advertise SPSS events and activities. 
 

Howard Levine sponsored a CPR/First Aid course on 27 February.  Eight-

een members signed up and now know how to use  our AED Defibrillator. 
 

                                                                                 (continued on page 6) 
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COMMANDER’S UPDATE -  con’t 
 

EDUCATIONAL  OFFICER’S UPDATE 

heart. Ed uses a 20’ plus long ladder leaning against the 

yard arm. I looked up at the top and told Ed I was a little 

more than worried about him climbing up that ladder. Ed 

says “Heck that’s not a problem, I used to climb 40’ lad-

ders when I was in the roofing business”.  Ed shot up that 

ladder like a pro - worked on the pulleys and lines and 

got everything in working order in no time - Thanks Ed. 
 

USPS National Meeting in Orlando - to say everybody 

attending from SPSS had a good time would be an under-

statement. There were some very, very informative semi-

nars that we attended. I sat in on the Boating Safety Vir-

tual Trainer Seminar and got to meet folks from other 

Squadrons that I have emailed Sover the last year about 

our program and theirs and saw the newest update that 

was installed on the unit at the meeting. Several of the 

things that our BSVT team had requested have been in-

corporated in the newest update that has now been in-

stalled on our unit. Lt Carol Holmes, AP attended a grant 

writing seminar and has all the info on how to apply to 

get FREE money.  
 

D33 which is in the Caribbean, is the home district of our 

new Chief Commander Louie Ojeda, SN. Fifty USPS 

members traveled from Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-

lands to support their Squadron Mate Louie. They did it 

in style with a reception where the new uniform “T “was 

introduced. Uniform “T” turns out to be a flowered Car-

ibbean style shirt which is bound to show up again at fu-

ture meetings. On Friday night pitchers of Pina Coladas 

flowed and the Latin beat rang throughout the hall - what 

a good time it was. D22 had a hospitality suite that was 

packed with folks and food the same night.  We all just 

cruised in and out of parties till late in the evening. Satur-

day night saw the after-COW party and dance with a 

great meal and an awesome band as several of our mem-

bers were on the dance floor strutting their stuff—as usu-

al Sandy and Bill Boos put all us to shame on the dance 

floor - that lady has some moves!!! 
 

We are all very proud of one of  D22’s finest V/C Mary 

Paige Abbott, SN (formerly P/C Sanibel Captiva and  

P/D/C of D22) being sworn in on the National Bridge as 

National Administrative Officer - Congrats Mary. We 

know you will make a difference and will become the 

first woman Chief Commander of USPS 2020 & 2021.  

All in all - I can’t wait to go back next year to Orlando - 

if you’re not there, you are missing out on some great 

camaraderie and a really good time; or you can go the 

Governing Board meeting in Pittsburg in August - I’ll be 

there looking for you. 
 

Boating Safety Virtual Training Simulator Update - 

wait till you see the brand new updated version on our   

                               (continued in the column on the right) 

 

         SPSS Proudly Displayed 

       Amateur Radio at National  
 

The USPS National meeting that was 

held in Orlando in February always 

hosts a trade show day that includes 

vendors, USPS committees and other 

areas of interest to boater education and safety. This is the 

second year that Sarasota sponsored the National 

Activities Committee Amateur Radio booth. The purpose 

is to be able to demonstrate the commonality of amateur 

and marine radio and build enthusiasm amongst members 

to pursue and actively use their amateur radio licenses by 

joining the USPS Amateur Radio Club.  
 

The booth was well represented with information on  

amateur radio, what the various technologies that are 

available to ham radio operators, how to get more infor-

mation and how to participate in the monthly radio net for 

USPS ham radio members. Sarasota is well represented 

as Lt/C Gary Wells, AP is the president of the national 

USPS ARC and also hosts the monthly radio net along 

with P/C Demetri Lignos, SN on the first Thursday of 

each month. 
 

Sarasota is one of the very few squadrons that manages a 

complete amateur radio station for member use and also 

for training and education. For more information about 

this great hobby contact Lt/C Gary Wells, AP, SEO at 

glwells@yahoo.com or cell (941) 549-1596. 

  

COMMANDER’S UPDATE -  con’t 

 

simulator. They have put paddleboarders and kayakers on 

the water to dodge, they have created a route with ICW 

markings on the dayboards, and updated the throttle  

response to be more realistic. When we increase the wind 

and current settings the waves start showing whitecaps 

and the compass now has numbered degrees on it so stu-

dents can relate their heading in degrees. 
 

                                               Cdr Robert Holmes, AP 

Lt/C Gary Wells, AP, SEO 
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P/Lt/C JOSEPH BARNETTE, SN  

SPIRIT OF SPSS AWARD RECIPIENT 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER - con’t 

 

In March we have the Commander’s Cruise and on  26 

March there will be a kayak event at Deer Prairie Creek 

Preserve. This is not a beginner’s course according to our 

vendor.  You will need to know how to maneuver a kayak 

through many turns.   
 

Mark your calendars – 13 April 2016 – Italian Night.  

Your Social Committee is working hard on the details.  

We will let you know as soon as they are finalized. 
 

Fun Fact -  SPSS started to have weekly luncheons at  

Marina Jack in 2005.  That is more than 10 years of great 

service, wonderful speakers and member interaction at 

the recently named number one Marina in the US.  

 

                                                  Lt/C Sharon LaPrad, P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the February ExCom meeting P/Lt/C Joseph Barnette, 

SN was recognized as the 4th Quarter 2015 Spirit of SPSS 

award recipient. Joe has served as SEO in the past, is  

currently in charge of our Education Department Seminar 

program, volunteered his boat  Hope & Glory for the 

2015 Sarasota Lighted Christmas Boat Parade and has 

been a very generous contributor of his time, resources 

and money to the Squadron. Congratulations -  Joe you 

are so deserving! 

 

                   FEBRUARY ABC CLASS                     

 

Your SPSS Bridge has become aware that many of our 

members no longer have boats but would love to spend 

time on the water. At the same time,  many boat owners 

would welcome other members on their under used boats 

or boats with ample room. So we have decided to launch 

our very own “Ride Along” group to match up members 

who would like to spend some time on the water with  

fellow members. 
 

Here’s how it will work: If you would like to Ride  

Along, simply email Captain Bob Wolfe at  

rwolfe34240@gmail.com or call him (941) 371-1284. He 

will maintain a list of members who would like to spend 

some time on other members boats. We will encourage  

Member Boat Owners who are planning a morning or 

afternoon on the water and would love company, to call 

Bob for the names and contact info of those on the Ride 

Along list. Your host or Bob will seek to match up  

members by calling or emailing those on the list.  
 

You can be on the Ride Along list even if you own a boat 

and simply want to see how the other members do it or 

even if your interest is only in certain events or certain 

times. A great opportunity for NEW MEMBERS or 

Members who simply want to socialize.  
 

  SO JOIN THE RIDE ALONG GROUP AND HAVE  

                 SOME FUN ON THE WATER!! 
 

                                                   D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S 

 

                  SPSS RIDE ALONG GROUP                       

  F/LT ED SEGRAVES, AP HELPING ABC STUDENTS 

 MICHAEL SCAHILL, P WORKING WITH ABC STUDENT 
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                                              Valentine’s C & R Venice Yacht Club                          

 

   Great  

        Food 

  And the 

        Winners Are 

   Fun            

     and 

      Friends 
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     KAYAKING SNOOK HAVEN 



  

 

This is the best part of being on the Membership Com-

mittee – welcoming our new members.  Glad to have you 

aboard and we look forward to spending time with you on 

the water.   
 

Thomas Hayes is from NY and has a 44’ power  boat, 

Sunset.  He is from the automotive industry and enjoys 

being on the water. 
 

Stephen Bloom and his wife Judy Aleman transferred 

from Manatee Sail & Power Squadron.    
 

Darwin Soder is from Washington DC.  He was with 

the US Maritime Administration.  He enjoys sailing and 

shooting.    
 

Thomas Richardson has a 33’ sail boat, Tykhe.  Be-

sides sailing, he loves traveling, golf and investments. 
 

Deidra Witschorke and Arlene Schultz are from our 

January ABC class.  They travel a lot between FL, MA 

and Nova Scotia, Canada and have a boat in each  

location.   
 

Keep looking for those gold stars on our new members’ 

name tags and be sure to give them a special new mem-

ber welcome.  The gold star is replacing the red stripe.   

 

  D/Lt/C Susan Lomastro, AP, Membership Co-Chair 

  D/Lt Bud Lomastro, S, Membership Co-Chair  

  

 

Thursday’s Notary 
     
       I am a Commissioned Florida State 
                     Notary Public. 

 
As a convenience to our Sarasota Squadron Members I will be 
available to notarize your documents before or after our Thurs-
day Marina Jack Luncheons.  $5/document. 
  

Lt/C Barbara Wolfe, P 
Treasurer, Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron 

barbara@ivymtc.com 

941-371-1284 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

THANK YOU FROM THE  

DISTRICT COMMANDER 

  

It gives me great pleasure to advise you that D/22 is an Honor 

Roll District for contributions to the USPS Educational Fund in 

2015. Thanks to each squadron for your dedication to this  

program. 

  

Connie Beckman 

District Commander 

D22 

 

Editor’s Note: To be an Honor Roll District  means that each 

squadron in the district gave at least $1 per squadron member 

to the USPS Educational Fund.  

 

NEW SENIOR MEMBERS 

You become a Senior Member of SPSS/USPS when 

you have earned five merit marks. Below the Drakes 

are our newest Senior Members accepting their Senior 

Member plaques. 

       CHRIS DRAKE, S   

AND CDR BOB HOLMES, AP 

         SUZANNE DRAKE 

AND CDR BOB HOLMES, AP 

9 
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S P S S  S U P E R   B O W L   P A R T Y 

     LT JOE ANDRADE, P  

 FIRST QUARTER WINNER 
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SOCIAL MEDIA IS BECOMING AN EFFECTIVE RECRUITING TOOL 

 

Since last May, SPSS has had a focused effort on Facebook as a means of communicating upcoming events, classes, and 

photo media reporting immediately after events.  To increase our page following, we have embedded fun and interesting 

posts, mostly centered on boating and our seas. We have enjoyed a constant growth in people following our page as 

shown on the below plot (Engineers need plots and graphs).  A good deal of the growth has been from local non-

members and other USPS Squadrons around the country. Recently, one of the local Sarasota Facebook sites, SRQ 

Around Town News, liked us and have been sharing several of our posts documenting SPSS events (such as a kayak trip 

and our recent trip to Sarasota National Cemetery).  What does this mean?  Facebook is now transitioning into an effec-

tive external advertising and recruitment tool. To mention a couple of recent successes, one of the ladies that came to the 

recent coastal navigation course because of FB and said she is keeping a notebook on many of the boating "how to" 

postings.  Another couple found us on Facebook and actually attended the Valentines C & R to check us out.  Following 

our new web page launch, we now use Facebook to advertise classes/events and link them to the web page for more de-

tailed information.  This creates very powerful marketing whose effectiveness increases with additional followers. 
 

You can help out in increasing our following in the Sarasota area by liking our page, requesting friends to like our page, 

and by liking and sharing posts.  This will dramatically increase our viewing and will have a positive impact on class 

attendance and membership. 
 

                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                    1/Lt Rick LaPrad, AP                                                   
  

Editor’s Note - A big thank you to Rick for the terrific job he does with all the posting for SPSS on Facebook.  Even if you are not a 

member of Facebook you can see our Facebook posts on the SPSS web site by clicking on the words “Sarasota Power and … beside 

our burgee in this box                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

  FEBRUARY 

 

   SPEAKERS 

           DOCTOR NIK  

            PUPPETEER 

    LINDA DEGABRIELE         

      ASOLO THEATER 

   MARY LOU JOHNSON 

        PHOTOGRAPHER 
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The BoatUS Foundation has some tips when you’re shopping for or installing boat lights: 

Navigation lights must be approved. Some manufacturers are selling navigation lights that don’t 
meet regulations. These lights are typically cheaper but do not provide the proper color quality, bright-
ness or cut-off angles that boaters rely on to avoid collision. So how do you know you are buying a good 
nav light? Look for 

 USCG approval 

 The rated visibility of the light in nautical miles 

 Meets ABYC A-16 

 “Tested by [laboratory name]” 

 Manufacturer and model number 

Don’t let your boat lights confuse other boaters. The USCG reports that some boaters have haz-
ardously installed unapproved red and green LED strip lighting on the bow, which hampers other boaters’ 
efforts to avoid collision. Also avoid displaying any light that could be confused with another navigation 
light or another vessel. And remember, flashing blue lights are reserved for law enforcement; at a dis-
tance, wave action combined with the steady rocking of below-the-waterline high-intensity blue lights can 
give the appearance of a police vessel. 

Don’t install lights that prevent the operator from maintaining a good lookout. When running be-
tween sunset and sunrise, it’s critical that those behind the wheel maintain their night vision, so the goal 
is to keep light out of the operator’s eyes. Glare from existing nav lights may be a problem, or reflections 
from aesthetic lighting such as LED rope lights wrapped around a helm station can hinder eyesight. –
BoatUS 

ISSN 1946-1313 © 2016 United States Power Squadrons. All rights reserved. 
USPS Publications • 1504 Blue Ridge Road • Raleigh, NC 27607 • 888-367-8777  
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          Kayaking Deer Prairie Creek Preserve Venice FL. 

                         Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron 

                            Saturday, 26 March 2016 

 

 

 

Event Capt. - Joe Andrade 

Team Leaders – Ed Fisch and Joe Andrade 

This is not a kayak trip for beginners - need to be able to maneuver through sharp bends! 

VENUE: Deer Prairie Creek Preserve Kayak Launch, 10201 South Tamiami Trail, Venice, FL   
 
Deer Prairie Creek Preserve is an area about 6000 acres in size and is located along the     
Myakka River north of Route 41 south of Venice. The Preserve has many hiking trails and a little kayak launch.  
The launch ramp is next to the park road and is designed with kayaks in mind.    
 
 TIME: 09:30 AM Launch 

Trip Duration:  2 ½ - 3 hrs. 

We can enjoy lunch at the Myakka River Oyster Bar, 121 Playmore Dr., Venice, FL 34293                        

What to bring:  water, snacks, water shoes, sunscreen, hat, gloves, bathing suit (optional) 

 

Directions to Deer Prairie Creek Preserve: Directions: From I-75, exit 191, go south on River Rd. 5.6 miles to 
Rt.41. Turn south (left) on Rt. 41 for .8 mile to the entrance of the preserve. You can't turn in from the south-
bound lane, so make a U-Turn at Lazy River Rd. and go back. The entrance is not marked at the road so look for a 
plain driveway (signs are visible further up the driveway.) From Rt. 41 to the kayak launch is about a mile. 

 

To facilitate group roster, please contact Joe Andrade, whether you bring your own kayak or need to rent -  
joeandrade19@comcast.net.  This venue does not have kayak rentals on site. Kayak rental is $25 for single and 
$40 for tandem sit-on top kayaks.(Private vendor) 
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SPIRIT OF SPSS 
Award Criteria 

 
Purpose: To recognize those SPSS members who are doing more to further the goals of SPSS 

 

Criteria for award: 

A nominee must be an Active Member in good standing with SPSS. 

A Spirit of SPSS Nomination Form will need to be filled out for each nominee explaining why the nominated 

person should receive the Spirit of SPSS award. All active SPSS members may nominate someone. The person 

nominating an SPSS member must sign and date the nomination form. 

 

The nominee must organize and complete activities in two of the three  

USPS triangle sides:  Civic, Fraternal and Education. 

  

The Spirit of SSPS Award can be given quarterly. 

The recipient will receive a framed Certificate of Appreciation and the special Spirit of SPSS Award. 

The SPSS Bridge will review the nominations and vote on a recipient. 

A total of up to 4 awards can be given during a Watch Year. 

An SPSS member can receive the Spirit of SPSS Award only once. 

Current bridge officers are not eligible for the award. 

A nameplate honoring each recipient will be put on a Spirit of SPSS plaque in the Conference Room. 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   

 

SPIRIT OF SPSS Nomination Form 
 

Name, rank and grade of SPSS Active Member to be nominated: _____________________________ 

 

(Please give complete description of each activity nominee is involved in) 

 

SPSS Civic Activities:  

 

 

SPSS Educational Activities:  

 

 

SPSS Fraternal Activities:  

 

Additional Comments: 

  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Nominated By: _______________________________Date Nominated:____________________  

Give completed form to a current Bridge member 
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GULF OF MEXICO – FLORIDA – SARASOTA – NEW PASS 
 

Dangerous shoaling exists in the vicinity of the New Pass Entrance Channel, Sarasota County. There are currently no 

plans by the Army Corps of Engineers to maintain the federal project channel depth. The increased shoaling has 

created an unsafe situation and the Coast Guard has determined that it can no longer mark “safe water” and will be  

removing all federal Aids to Navigation from the New Pass (NP) Entrance Light to New Pass Light 7.  A Safety  

Broadcast to Mariners will be released notifying the public of the intended start date of this work. 
 

New Pass Channel Light (NP) (LLNR 1345), will be discontinued and converted to a Danger Shoal Marker with a 

Quick Flashing, White light. 

New Pass Channel Buoy 1 (21590) will be discontinued. 

New Pass Channel Buoy 2 (21595) will be discontinued. 

New Pass Channel Buoy 3A (21600) will be discontinued. 

New Pass Channel Buoy 4 (21603) will be discontinued. 

New Pass Channel Buoy 5 (21605) will be discontinued. 

New Pass Channel Buoy 5A (21610) will be discontinued. 

New Pass Channel Light 7 (21620) will be discontinued and converted to a 

Danger Shoal Marker with a Quick, Flashing White light. 
 

Boaters are advised to seek alternate routes to and from the Gulf of Mexico and also use extreme caution while in this 

area. Please contact  USCG Chief Warrant Officer Darren Pauly for additional information or questions. 

Darren.a.pauly@uscg.mil or (813) 228-2191 ext 8184. 

 

  IMPORTANT - DANGEROUS SHOALING VINCINITY OF NEW PASS ENTRANCE CHANNEL    
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  

2814 Hyde Park Street 

Sarasota, FL 34239 

 

 USPS NATIONAL MEETING IN ORLANDO 

 

P/C BILL & GINNY ANDERSEN  

           & P/C BILL BOOS 

      ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
             P/LT/C JERRY &  

        D/1/LT SANDY KUSKIN 

P/D/C BOB & R/C MARGARET BARBER & 

LT CAROL & CDR BOB HOLMES 

V/C MARY ABBOTT  

  & P/C BILL BOOS P/C BILL BOOS,  P/LT/C JERRY  

KUSKIN  &  LT SANDY BOOS 

 

         HYDROFOIL MOTOR YACHT 

Length overall 13.2 m. Weight 9900 

kg. Hull material - aluminum alloy. 

Top speed 48 knots. In stock now!  


