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SPSS LUNCHEONS 
 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
Registration from 1100 - 1120       $16.50 per person 

No reservation needed! 
                                         

                                 

                                      APRIL 
       

    2  Speaker: Mary Bensel, Exec. Dir. Van Wezel 

             Performing Arts Hall 

    9  Speaker: Steve Ditchfield, The Ditchfield Singers  

  16  Speaker: Max Corley,  Legacy Trail 

  23  Speaker: Harvey Vengroff,  Businessman, Sailor 

  30  Speaker: Lee Dougherty, Artistic Series of 

             Concerts of Sarasota                        

 

                         EVENTS & ACTIVITIES                                      

                     

                                   APRIL  
 
 

    1  Fishing Clinic  -  SPSS HQ                     1930 

    9  Executive Committee Mtg - SPSS HQ         0930 

  11  Kayaking - Shell Creek                                 0930 

  16-19 D22 Sprg Conference - Tampa Sheraton East                

  17-19 Suncoast Boat Show  -  Marina Jack     1000 

  25  SPSS Raft Up - TBA 

  25  Italian Nite - SPSS HQ                            1700 
 

 

                                         MAY 
 

    1– 3 Tween Waters Cruise, Captiva, FL 

    9 Mother’s Day C&R, SRQ Yacht Club      1130 

  14 Executive Committee Mtg  -  SPSS HQ     0930 

  15 Kayak  -  Stump Pass                                  0930 

  16 Open House and Bingo  -  SPSS HQ              0900 

  23 Cruise to Eat - TBA 
 

 

 EVENTS COMING UP! 

 If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please 

state with your luncheon choice when registering. 

(See Flyers Inside) 

 

   D22 2015 CRUISE— WESTERN CARIBBEAN 
     

                        15—22 NOVEMBER 2015 

                  ABOARD THE REGAL PRINCESS 

 ( See Flyer Inside) 

        

   DISTRICT 22 SPRING CONFERENCE 
 

                16  - 19 APRIL 2015 
 

        SHERATON TAMPA EAST 

     

                  KAYAKING—SHELL CREEK 

            HATHAWAY PARK, PUNTA GORDA 
                             

            Saturday, 11 April 2015    1000  Launch                    

 

     

    

                         ITALIAN NITE 
 

    SATURDAY,  25 APRIL 2015   1700 

                    

  

 

(See Flyer Inside) 

 

   FISHING SEMINAR -  CAPTAIN KLOPFER 
 

             WEDNESDAY,   1 APRIL 2015 
    

                   SPSS HQ   1930  -  2100  

(See Flyer Inside) 

    

            SUNCOAST BOAT SHOW  -  MARINA JACK 
 

           17  -  18  APRIL 2015     1000  -  1900 

             19   APRIL  2015          1000  -  1700 

 

        SPSS IN TENT 3, BOOTH 304 

          WITH VIRTUAL TRAINER 
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COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

NEXT DEADLINE: 

15 APRIL 2015 
Send photos and articles to: 

Lt Carol Holmes, AP at 

carolholmes43@gmail.com 

 

 March started off with a bang -- what a fabulous 

Squadron Commander’s Cruise!  Forty-five SPSS 

members left HQ at 0830 on Sunday, 1 March on a pri-

vate bus and arrived at Ft. Lauderdale Port to board the 

beautiful Celebrity Silhouette.  It was spectacular ship! 

At 1600 we met in the Ocean View Lounge to celebrate 

“sailing away.” Our first port was San Juan, Puerto Ri-

co, then on to St. Kitts, and, finally, the island of St. 

Maarten. At each port, members took interesting excur-

sions or stayed aboard to enjoy the wonderful amenities of the ship. Each 

night most of us met to socialize and then ate dinner as a group.  Celebrity 

really went out of its way to accommodate our large group by blocking off a 

section of the dining room for us.  
 

Arriving back in Ft. Lauderdale, our private bus was there to bring us back 

to the real world.  We left with 45 members and came home with 45 mem-

bers -- no one was injured and no one was ill.  Comments from participants 

rated the cruise as outstanding!  After we arrived home, Shirley Matchett, 

Golden Anchor Travel Agent, called to say that Celebrity sent a donation of 

$4,176 for our Fund Raising Cruise.  Thank you to all the members who 

joined us and supported the Squadron by participating.  I understand that  

Lt/C Bob Holmes is already working on the cruise for next year --start plan-

ning now to join the fun.  
 

A couple of really exciting things are happening in our squadron.  We are 

one of the first squadrons in USPS to purchase our own Safe Boating Simu-

lator.  It is set up in the radio room where some of our instructors are learn-

ing how to demonstrate the different scenarios.  What a wonderful addition 

for our ABC, Seamanship, Piloting and On-the-Water Power Boat courses.  

A number of ABC students have signed up to use it to practice and develop 

their skills before actually operating their boats.  I’m sure Lt/C Bob 

Holmes, AP will tell you more about it in his article. 
 

Another of the special things is the On-the-Water Power Boat course devel-

oped and implemented in partnership with the Freedom Boat Club (FBC).  

The course has been well received and we look forward to offering it to the 

public after they take the ABC course.  Our students and the public have 

been asking for such a course -- we can finally deliver. P/C Bill Boos, AP is 

heading up the committee and working closely with FBC to provide a top 

notch skills development experience. 
 

Our District 22 Spring Conference and Change of Watch are scheduled for 

Friday, 17 April – Saturday, 18 April 2015 at the Sheraton East in Tampa.   

The D22 Commanders’ Meeting will occur Friday morning from 1000 until 

1200 and the D22 Council Meeting from 1400 until 1600 on Friday after-

noon.  The Joint Squadron Hospitality cocktail party begins at 1700, ending 

at 1815; everyone is invited.  Friday evening’s theme is the Kentucky Der-

by.  Dinner starts at 1900 followed by the D22 Derby.  Wear your “Derby 

Attire” and get ready for a lot of fun. 
 

Saturday will begin with many new Workshops and Roundtables.  VSC 

Certification is from 0800 – 1145 and led by Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, AP and  

P/C Richard Quodomine, Jr., SN.  Pre-register via email at  

captcliff61@gmail.com or call (612) 865-4641 by 10 April 2015.  This is a 

great way to get started as a Vessel Examiner.  The other workshops and  
 

                                                                                                                             (continued on page 12) 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 
 

        Chaplain’s Corner   
 

       

      

       “ The last of the human freedoms 

          is to choose one’s attitudes.” 
               
                        - - -  Viktor Frankl 

 

           P/D/C Robert D. Barber, SN 

           SPSS Chaplain 

 

What’s Knot in the News 
 

The Boat Skill Virtual Training Simulator is up 

and running -- we are training folks on it. 

P/C Barry August, SN evaluated the unit for us  

and plans to incorporate it into the Piloting Course 

he teaches. Any member who has taken any course 

or is currently taking a course is welcome to use the simulator for prac-

tice.  We will have Saturday morning training sessions from 9 until 12 

on selected days -- watch the weekly update for those dates. At the end 

of the training session, you will fill out an evaluation that we submit to 

National which in turn submits it to the USCG so they can get more 

grant money to develop more maneuvers. 
 

Our On-The-Water Boat Handling Course is now open to the public and 

will be advertised in the local media to attract more students. This 

course should not be confused with the ABC On-The-Water boat ride. 

The On-The-Water Boat Handling Course puts students behind the 

wheel of a boat on our waters under the supervision of a licensed  

instructor. If you would like to learn more, call Al Burmeister at (941)

400-6467 or e-mail him at albur103a@gmail.com. 
 

The SUNCOAST Boat Show is April 17th, 18th and 19th. Come visit our 

booth (# 304 - Tent 3) to say hi. The Boating Skills Virtual Training 

Simulator will be there for demonstration purposes. 
 

That’s all that’s KNOT in the news—fair winds and following seas. 

 

                            Lt/C Bob Holmes, AP 

Become a Vessel Examiner 

D22 Spring Conference  

 Saturday, 18 April 2015 

Sheraton Tampa East 

 10221 Princess Palm Ave, Tampa  

Class from 0800 to 1145 -  

includes the exam 

 
A USCG Vessel Safety Check Manual   

COMDTINST M16796.8A, is needed for 

the class.  

You may bring your own manual, 

printed or electronically on your  

laptop. Students may download the 

manual at: 

http://www.usps.org/national/vsc/FILES/
CIM_16796_8A.pdf . 

The current PDF version will be at 

class on jump drives for you to down-

load onto your laptop. Please arrive 15 

minutes prior to class to install.  

A printed manual may be ordered for 

$10.00, see below. 

To Register for the class or questions, 
please  

e-mail Cliff at captcliff61@gmail.com or  

call Cliff at (612) 865-4641.  

Please register by 10 APRIL 2015 
 

For a printed manual, mail this form 

along with a check in the amount of 

$10.00 payable to Cliff Schmidt and 

mail to: 

Cliff Schmidt, 5000 Beacon Rd. 

 Palmetto, FL 34221 

Name ________________________ 

Phone Number _________________ 

Squadron _____________________ 
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          FROM MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

Here are some more new members for us to welcome. 
 

William Barnack is from NY and has a legal  

background. 
 

Jose Cisneros is in the construction business and en-

joys spending time on his 16’ sailboat, Windy.   
 

Robert Clark is from RI and is an antique car  collec-

tor.  He was in the auto industry. 
 

Rick and Dixie Coy are   from MI.  Rick is an attorney 

and they enjoy golfing and kayaking. 
 

David Fuller is a retired Air  Force Lt. Col and was a 

defense contractor.  He is from ME and enjoys sailing 

and model railroading. 
 

Hello Ellen Garthright and Patricia Muller.  
  

Fred and Carol Kenney joined us fro m Venice Squad-

ron.  Fred is from law enforcement and Carol is also from 

that area where she was a crime analyst.  They enjoy their 

25’ overnight cruiser, Relax Inn. 
 

Welcome to Bob Miller  who is from CA and has a 19’ 

power boat, Eliminator Ski Boat.  Bob took our Basic 

Coastal Navigation seminar and didn’t want to leave.  He 

was a firefighter/paramedic for 36 years. 
 

Cindy Richelieu loves fishing and being on the water  

(especially at sunset).  She is looking forward to getting 

involved with kayaking. 
 

George and Maureen Watterson are from the UK.  

George was in wealth management and likes to golf, read 

and fly fish.  Maureen enjoys cycling and knitting. 
 

It’s great to have you “on board”.  You should receive the 

weekly e-mail update which keeps you informed of all 

events.  If you are not getting the emails,  please inform 

Sue Lomastro.   Also remember our on-line calendar at 

www.sarasota-boating.org  which shows all events with 

details. Hope to see you all on the water. 

 

      P/C Susan Lomastro, AP, Membership Co-Chair 

      Lt Bud Lomastro, S, Membership Co-Chair    

                                      

 

                WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

Kayaking Red Lake in Venice 

VIVIAN & ED SEGRAVES 

    THEY’RE HAVING A 

GREAT TIME IN MY LAKE 

                SO WHO NEEDS A KAYAK! 

 DENNIS & SUZANNE DUDLEY 
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SEMINARS 

ABC CLASSES 

 

At SPSS  HQ 
 

APRIL 
 

   6, 8, 13, 15                         1900-2100 
 

MAY 
 

   4, 6, 11, 13,          1900-2100 
 

       
       

ABC On-the-Water at TBA 
 

APRIL  11                           TBA 
 

MAY 9                                 TBA 

  

 

AT SPSS HQ 
 

APRIL  
 

  2 How to Use A Chart       1900-2100 
 

30 Using VHF/DSC Radio  1900-2100 
 

MAY 
 

28  Partner in Command    1900-2100 
 
                

AT WEST MARINE  
 

 

APRIL 
 

16 Using VHF/DSC Radio  1830-1945 
 

MAY 
 

14 Partner in Command     1830-1945 
     

 ALL seminars at West Marine are 

 FREE. No registration is needed. 

 West Marine, 4708 S. Tamiami Trail,   

 Sarasota, FL 34231 (941) 360 - 6000 

CLASSES 

 

At SPSS HQ    
       

 

APRIL 
 

29  Weather                          1900-2100 

        10 sessions 
 
 

MAY 
 

19 Seamanship                    1900-2100 

                         8 sessions    

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIER’S UPDATE 

 

        Kidde Recalls Disposable Plastic Fire                                    

Extinguishers Due to Failure to Fully Discharge 
                             

 Please be advised of the following recall of Kidde      

 manufactured disposable fire extinguishers. A faulty   

 valve component can cause the device to not fully  

 discharge when the lever is repeatedly pressed and  

released during a fire emergency, posing risk of injury.   
 

All vessel examiners should be on the alert for the extinguishers noted in 

the recall notice, and should notify our customers of the recall.  All mem-

bers please check their fire extinguishers. 
 

This recall involves 31 models of Kidde disposable fire extinguishers with 

Zytel® black plastic valves. The recalled extinguishers are red, white or 

silver and are either ABC or BC rated. The ratings can be found to the right 

of the nameplate. Manufacture dates included in the recall are  

July 23, 2013 through October 15, 2014. A 10-digit date code is stamped 

on the side of the cylinder, near the bottom. Digits five through nine repre-

sent the day and year of manufacture in DDDYY format. Date codes for 

recalled units manufactured in 2013 are XXXX 20413 X through 

XXXX 36513 X and 2014 are XXXX 00114 X through XXXX 28814 X. 

A nameplate affixed to the front of the fire extinguisher has one of the fol-

lowing model numbers: 

 

 10BC FC110 FX340SC 

 1A 10BC FC5 FX5II 

 1A 10BCW FH/RESSP KFH Twin 

 2A 10BC FX10 M110 Twin 

 5BC FX10BC M5 Twin 

 5BCW FX10K Mariner 10 

 FA10G FX210 Mariner 110 

 FA110 FX210R Mariner 5 

 FA5B FX210W Mariner 5 G 

 FC10 FX340GW RESSP 

   XL 5MR 

 

Remedy—Consumers should immediately contact Kidde for a replacement 

fire extinguisher. 
 

Kidde has received 11 reports of the recalled fire extinguishers 

failing to discharge as expected. No injuries have been reported. 
 

These fire extinguishers were sold at Home Depot, Menards, Walmart and 

other department, home and hardware stores nationwide, and  

online from August 2013 through November 2014 for between $18 

and $65, and about $200 for model XL 5MR. 
 

Consumer Contact: Kidde toll-free at (855) 283-7991 from 8 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, or online at www.kidde.com  and 

click on Safety Notice for more information. 
 

Report from Consumer Product Safety Commission— 

Recall Date February 12, 2015            Recall number 15-079 

 

                                                                      Lt/C Richard Winston, SN 
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Mitchell B. Walk, AAMS®               Bruce S. Udell 

President                                                       CEO 

  

 

 
 

Our Mission is to provide the finest personalized wealth 

management – one client, one portfolio, and  

one family at a time.  

 

1605 Main Street, Suite 1110 

Sarasota, FL 34236 

941-951-0443 

RetirementWealthSpecialists.com 

_______________________________________ 
 

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through  

NFP Securities, Inc. (NFPSI), Member FINRA/SIPC. NFPSI and  

Retirement Wealth Specialists are not affiliated.  

NFP Securities, Inc. does not provide legal or tax advice. 

 

  FROM THE FUND RAISING COMMITTEE 

            

 
 

    
 

   The SPSS Fund Raising Committee had its first 2015  
 meeting and organized a really exciting and prosperous 
   fund raising campaign.  We are considering  having 
   a rummage sale in October but this will depend    
   on the amount of Squadron interest.  Therefore, if  
   you would like to see a rummage sale and are willing  
   to help out with this event, please contact me at  
   (941) 792-6406 or suebudfl@verizon.net.  This is the    
   type of activity that  will require a lot of help so  
   maybe you’d like to get involved.  Please consider it.   
 

                                                               
                                                      
    

P/C Susan Lomastro, AP 
Fund Raising Chairman 

 

                             ST. PATRICK’S C & R  -  BRADENTON YACHT CLUB 

            FRANK & DONA GINTY DENNIS & SUZANNE DUDLEY  

       & PAULETTE TALLEY 

AO RICHARD WINSTON AS 

  MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

ED STRAUSS & BETTY MCGINNIS SUE LOMASTRO, POLLY & BLAKE WHITNEY 
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   Kayaking Shell Creek 
    Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron 
    Saturday, 11 April 2015 
 
     Event Capt: Ed Fisch, Trip Leader – Charles Mancino   
                                                                                                                                                                                                            

     Place : Shell Creek, Hathaway Park  

                  35461 Washington Loop Road, Punta Gorda, FL 
 
      Time:  Be at the park by 9:30 am for a 10:00 am launch 
 
Trip Description :  We will go “up the creek” for a very easy paddle.  Shell Creek is the source of drinking 
water for Punta Gorda.  A dam below the park maintains the water level and thus there is only a slight cur-
rent.  Trip length will be 2 ½ - 3 hrs. 
 
Directions:  From I-75, take Exit 164 in Punta Gorda and go north (actually, east) on Hwy. 17 toward Arcadia. 
Go about 4.5 miles and see on the right the mint green Royal Thai Restaurant. Go just beyond a large yellow-
ish “Shell Creek RV  Park” billboard and turn right onto Washington Loop Road which is also marked as CR 
764. Go about 5 miles and watch for the Shell Creek RV Camp on the left; just beyond the camp, on the left, 
are two entrances to Hathaway Park. Go to the second entrance.  This is for the paddle craft launch site 
(kayaks & canoes) and is free and where we will launch. A Porta John is at the launch. 
 

 
 
              

.                                                                                  
To facilitate the group roster, please contact Ed Fisch, Edcar2@aol.com or call (941) 923-5277 whether you 
bring your own kayak or need to rent.  Rentals are $30/single, $45/tandem.  The rental company will meet us 
at the Hathaway Park launch site.  If you wish to rent, the kayak company needs to know by no later than 
Wednesday, 8 April. 
 
 

Lunch:  Peace River Seafood  

5337 Duncan Rd, (Hwy 17) Punta Gorda, FL. 
 
This cracker cabin is a real crab shack which you   
pass on Hwy 17 coming in towards the park on your 
left. It’s on the way back out to I-75.  There is a  
seafood processing plant in back.   
 
Let me know if you are planning on lunch as they                            
need a head count by the Thursday, April 9th as   
Saturday is a busy time for them. 
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 SARASOTA POWER SAILING SQUADRON PRESENTS 
 

  SPRING TIME FISHING IN SARASOTA BAY WITH  
 

 CAPTAIN JIM KLOPFER 
 

   WHEN:     1  April  2015            TIME:        1930 – 2100                   WHERE:    SPSS HQ 
 
It is the Boat Committee’s plan to have fishing a seminar every quarter to coincide with 
the changes in the fishing periods for our waters. 
 

We are honored to have Captain Jim Klopfer as our first speaker.  Captain Jim is the owner operator of 
Adventure Charters -  a family oriented guide service that caters to anglers of all skill levels in a relaxed, fun environ-
ment. Jim can accommodate up to 4 anglers on his 20' Key West bay boat. Charters are custom suited to the clients 
schedule, experience level, expectations, and location. Live bait is used often. Families with 
children are most welcome! Dolphins and other wildlife are seen on most trips.  
  

                    

With snook season approaching Jim will offer some great information                  

         to help all in our efforts to catch those trout and redfish. 

Please RSVP to me @ charlesmancino@gmail.com by 30 March.   

 

 

Why struggle with your 

computer projects, call  

Diane McKeever, CPP 

 
 Computer coaching on Apple 

& PC devices 

 Over 25 years experience—

currently an instructor at the 

ACE program at SCTI  

 Author of—100 Amazing Computer Tips—available 

on Amazon.com 

 $50/hour (2 hour minimum if you are north of Clark 

Road) 

 Supports over 14 software programs including MS 

Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, Publisher, Picasa, 

Facebook and LinkedIn. 

 Social Media Marketing professional 

 

Call or email today for an appointment, you’ll be 

glad you did! 

(203) 561-0681     diane@dianemckeever.com 

Reprinted from the Ensign—Spring 2015 

  - Alfred Lord Tennyson 
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 2015 COMMANDER’S CELEBRITY CARIBBEAN CRUISE 

   1-8 March 2015  SAN JUAN - ST. KITTS - ST. MAARTEN 
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SPSS MEMBERS ENJOYING THE 2015 CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
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                         FLARE DEMO — 2015 

 

 

Have you ever lit a hand held 

flare or fired a flare gun? As a 

boater you are required to have 

unexpired visual distress sig-

nals on board your boat. How-

ever, most boaters never expe-

rience the need to use them, 

and probably don’t know how! 
 

 

On March 21st -- a bright, sunny Saturday morning on 

Lido Beach in Sarasota -- 28 members of the Sarasota 

Power and Sail Squadron had the opportunity to learn 

how to use flares. A “hands-on” demonstration gave each 

person a chance to try each of the items. 
 

 

The Sarasota Fire Dept., Paramedics, Lifeguard Beach 

Patrol, USCG, 911 Dispatch, Sarasota County Parks 

Dept., and the Sarasota Airport Control Tower all coop-

erated to secure a section of 

Lido Beach. Wearing gloves 

and safety glasses, each partici-

pant stepped up to use the vari-

ous flares. Peter Roth of the 

SPSS Safety Committee 

demonstrated the use of addi-

tional parachute and smoke 

flares. It is interesting to note that, although all of the 

flares expired many years ago, most still worked!  A 

good reason to keep expired flares on board but as back-

up only.  After the demo, SPSS members enjoyed lunch 

at our Headquarters Building, provided by Sandy Boos 

and Donna Reynolds – thanks, lunch was super.  
 

  

 BIG thanks to Capt. Roy Routh 

and Lt. Joseph Securo of the Sar-

asota County Life Guard Beach 

Patrol, for clearing the demon-

stration with local authorities and 

securing the Beach.  It was a 

BANG UP demo!! 

                             

                                         

 

 

                                      P/D/C Howard Levine, SN 

 

       COMMANDER’S UPDATE - continued 

(continued from page 2) 
  

roundtables are from 0930 until 1030, with a second 

round of sessions from 1045 until 1145.  Check out the 

conference flyers included in this issue of the South 

Wind to see the different topics. 
  

Then the Awards Luncheon begins at 1200 and is over by 

1330.  I’m sure Sarasota will be recognized for the 

squadron’s accomplishments.  The Conference and Elec-

tion of Officers begins at 1400 until 1630, with the 

Change of Watch at 1900.  Our very own P/C Sue  

Lomastro, AP is on the slate of officers as the District 

Administrative Officer.  Let’s be sure to turn out to  

support Sue. 
 

It is really hard to believe that the first three months of 

the Bridge Year have disappeared -- what a whirlwind.  

Bob and I attended seven squadron Changes of Watch, 

one squadron’s 60th Anniversary, the National Annual 

Meeting, our weekly luncheons, three Bridge Meetings, 

three Executive Committee meetings, three Business 

meetings, three memorial services, and one burial at sea.  

We plan to attend the D22 Conference that begins on 

Thursday, 16 April for the Squadron Officers and the 

District Bridge. 
 

Thank you to P/D/C Howard Levine, SN and Lt Peter 

Roth, JN for the fine Flare Demonstration at Lido Beach 

on Saturday, 21 March.  We had 28 members attend the 

demonstration.  After the demo, we reconvened at the 

SPSS HQ for a delicious lunch provided by Lt Sandy 

Boos.  Thank you Sandy for all the work you do for the 

squadron.  
  

Our two burials at sea could not have happened without 

Chaplain P/D/C Bob Barber, SN who conducted the  

services, and to Lt/C Sylvia Wedge, S and P/Lt/C Mike 

Wedge, AP who provided their boat,  Plane 2 Sea - a spe-

cial thank you to all three.     

                                        

                                           Cdr Margaret Barber, SN 

 

LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 

          TOM SHEPARD 

LOOK MAG & WWII VET 
  PROF. JAMES BROWN 

HISTORY OF NEWTOWN 



  

 

 
A unit of United States Power Squadrons, District 22 

2814 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, FL 34239-3227 

(941) 953-7565 
www.sarasota-boating.org 

 

SPSS Boating Skills Virtual Training Simulator 
Contribution Program -  Another Level Added! 

 
Be part of SPSS history as we provide the boating public with the ONLY United State Coast Guard 
approved Virtual Trainer in the state of Florida. Your contribution will help generations of would be 
boaters to become safe and proficient operators BEFORE they ever hit the waterways. Be part of 

purchasing this unique piece of equipment with a donation or a pledge to donate. As always all do-
nations are tax deductible as we are a 501c3 organization.  You will be recognized for your  

generosity at a weekly Squadron luncheon, a plaque at the Squadron and in the South Wind. 
 

Four Levels of Participation are Available 
 

The Admiral’s Level $5000 
 

At this level you will receive two unique one of a kind plaques in appreciation of your generous gift. 
One plaque will be on display in the Squadron Building for all to see what a generous contribution 

you made and at what level you gave. 
 

The Captain’s Level $1000 
 

At this level your name will be engraved on a plaque in our Squadron halls honoring all those who 
gave at this level. You also will receive a commemorative certificate of appreciation for your gener-

ous contribution. 
 

The Plankowner’s Level $500 
 

At this level your name will be engraved on a plaque in our Squadron halls honoring all those who 
gave at this level. You also will receive a commemorative certificate of appreciation for your gener-

ous contribution. 
 

The Friends of Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron Level $100 - $50 
 

This level gives all member and no-members an opportunity to participate in this important program. 
As always any donations of $100 or more will have their name added to the Educational Trust 2015 
fund board at the Squadron. All donations to this level we be recognized at our one of our luncheons 

and receive a letter of appreciation for your contribution. 
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SPSS was very visible at  the USPS National Annual Meeting in Jacksonville in January at USPS’s trade- show. The 

National Squadron Activities Committee contains subcommittees one of which is Amateur Radio. This committee has 

been somewhat inactive due to lack of attention as energies focused on other programs. 
 

Working with the National Activities Committee chairperson, our SEO Gary Wells, AP took the lead, to become the pri-

mary contact as the new Chair of the Amateur Radio Committee. Gary set up a booth at the trade show to demonstrate 

the hobby, display changes in  technology, illustrate what SPSS has been doing with this hobby at the local level, and 

how Marine Radio harmonizes nicely with Amateur Radio. The booth had great attendance during the show. 
 

An effort to create a ham radio member directory was undertaken by collecting member names that came through the 

trade show. We collected over 75 member names that were or currently are hams. There is now a selection in DB2000 

that will help collect member involvement in the hobby when membership is renewed. It is estimated that there are over 

500 ham radio enthusiasts throughout all of USPS membership. 
 

USPS also has an amateur radio club that operates under a memorandum of understanding with the American Radio Re-

lay League of Newington, CT, the primary organization of the ham radio community. As this club conducts its officer 

elections, Gary Wells will be nominated to become the president of the USPS Amateur Radio Club and will be working 

to market and promote the hobby throughout USPS. 
 

Keep an eye out for a future article in The Ensign regarding SPSS’s involvement with the open water email system Win-

link; our squadron is the only one in USPS with this capability to assist open water boaters. 

                                              
                                           SEO Lt/C Gary Wells, AP 
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  

2814 Hyde Park Street 

Sarasota, FL 34239 

SPSS member Carolou Marquet, S wanted to share with SPSS members this poem which ran in the February issue of  

Twin Lights the newsletter of the Shrewsbury Power Squadron of Red Bank, New Jersey where she and Lou had been 

members. 


