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SPSS LUNCHEONS 
 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
Registration from 1100 - 1120       $18.00 per person 

No reservation needed!                        
                                            

                                  MARCH 
 

  2   Jay Handelman - Sarasota TV & Arts Critic -  

            Herald Tribune  

  9   David Milberg - Holocaust Survivor 

16   Bohdan Chester Hryniewicz - My Boyhood War:                  

           Warsaw 1944   

 23   Brendan Ragan, Actor & Producer, 

            Urbanite Theater 

 30  Ed Brodsky, State Attorney, 12th Judicial Circuit 

                                                           

                          EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  
 

                                    MARCH 
 

   4  Flare Demo - Lido Beach                                   1000 

   9  Executive Committee Mtg    SPSS HQ             0930 

 10-17  Commander’s Cruise - Oosterdam 

 18  St. Patrick’s Day C&R - Bradenton YC           1130 

 23-26  Tween Waters Resort - Captiva Island 

 26  Kayaking Deer Prairie Creek  Preserve           0930 

 31 - 1 April   D22 Spring Conference - Charlotte  0900 

             County Event Center, Punta Gorda 
 

                                        APRIL 
 

   1  D22 Spring Conference and Change of Watch 0900 

             Charlotte County Event Center, Punta Gorda 

 13  Executive Committee Mtg     SPSS HQ             0930 

 20-23  35th Suncoast Boat Show - Marina Jack 

 29  Kayaking - TBA 

 

 EVENTS  COMING  UP! 

 If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please   

          state with your luncheon choice when registering. 

     

          2017 SPSS COMMANDER’S CRUISE 
 

     ABOARD THE OOSTERDAM - Tampa - Cozumel ,        

   Mexico - Mahogany Bay, Honduras - Santo Tomas De       

     Castilla, Guatemala - Costa Maya, Mexico - Tampa 
 

                          10 - 17   MARCH  2017 

(Flyer Inside) 

                       

           D22 SPRING CONFERENCE AND 

                     CHANGE OF WATCH 

    CHARLOTTE COUNTY EVENT CENTER 

                             PUNTA GORDA 
                               

                                      

(Flyer Inside) 

SARASOTA POWER & SAIL SQUADRON NEWSLETTER 

(Flyers Inside) 

(Flyers Inside) 

 

           TWEEN WATERS RESORT 
      OVERNIGHT CRUISE - CAPTIVA ISLAND 
 

                                  23 - 26 MARCH  

 

                 KAYAKING DEER PRAIRIE 

                       CREEK  PRESERVE 
 

   SATURDAY,  26 MARCH    0930 
     

      

(Flyer Inside) 

    

    FLARE DEMO  -  LIDO BEACH 
 

             SATURDAY     

    4 MARCH   1000        
(Flyer Inside) 

 

 2018 SPSS & D22 COMMANDERS’ CRUISE  

 

25 FEB - 4 MARCH  2018                                    

   

      St. Patrick’S day c & r 
 

  Bradenton yacht club    1130 
 

         Saturday, 18 march 

 31 MARCH - 1 APRIL 
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SEE US ON: 

 

COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

NEXT DEADLINE: 

15 MARCH 2017 

FOR APRIL ISSUE 
Send photos and articles to: 

Lt Carol Holmes, AP at 

carolholmes43@gmail.com 
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SARASOTA POWER & SAIL 
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 Sarasota, FL 34239-3227 
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            2017 SPSS BRIDGE 
 

   

  Cdr:    Cdr Richard N. Winston, SN 

                 rnwinston@earthlink.net 

                 (941) 567-4206 

  XO:     Lt/C Sharon LaPrad, P 

                 sharon.laprad@yahoo.com 

                 (941) 378-0292 

  AO:      Lt/C Rick F. LaPrad, AP 

                  AO@sarasota-boating.org 

                 (941) 351-2620 

  SEO:    Lt/C Del Pemberton, JN 

                 delpemberton@comcast.net 

                 (941) 726-6536        

   Sec:     D/1/Lt Sandy M. Kuskin, P 

                  smkuskin@aol.com 
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                   barbara@ivymtc.com 
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         Photographers: Sandy Boos,  

         Frank Ginty, Sandy Kuskin,  
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   and A.Andre Spalvins. 

          

                       

          

        

 

 

                 Winning Considerations 
 

This past week, several Sarasota Squadron members at-

tended the USPS National Meeting in Orlando. Included 

were D/Lt/C Sue Lomastro, AP, and D/Lt Bud Lomastro, 

S, Lt/C Sharon LaPrad, P and Lt/C Rick LaPrad, AP,  

P/C Bill Boos, N and Lt Sandra Boos, as well as Murdell 

Winston and myself. These meetings are always an opportunity to learn new 

things as well as to find out what other squadrons are experiencing in the way 

of successes and challenges. This meeting proved to be no exception. 
 

Of particular interest, however, were the awards which were presented. Previ-

ously, Sarasota had submitted an application for the “BoatU.S. Distinguished 

Service Award”. This prestigious award is presented annually and is designed 

to honor those squadrons who have contributed many volunteer hours toward 

Civic Service, particularly as a means toward achieving increased USPS mem-

bership and in promoting USPS values in support of the local community.  P/C 

Robert Holmes AP-IN, Lt Carol Holmes, AP, Lt/C Sylvia Wedge, P and myself 

spent several hours preparing and reviewing our application because the squad-

ron performs many activities that meet the various criteria. As it turned out, 

Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron was ranked one of the ten best squadrons 

and we received a nice plaque in recognition of our various programs and 

achievements. Although we were not notified of our rank within the ten hon-

ored squadrons, it was announced that the first place winner was the Minneton-

ka Power Squadron, Lake Minnetonka, MN (west of Minneapolis). 
 

Curiosity got the better of me, and I thought it might be useful to make a com-

parison between the two squadrons to determine what things Sarasota might 

engage in to increase our chances of winning in the future. The squadron made 

this easier since they have posted their application on their web page. Based on 

available information, Minnetonka has about 255 members compared to 343 for 

us. They recorded about 436 volunteers donating 3653 hours for their various 

civic service programs. Sarasota recorded 276 volunteers donating 2626 hours. 

The Sarasota Power Squadron owns it’s headquarter building while Minneton-

ka owns an island. 
 

Minnetonka supported two local charities (Feed My Starving Children and Sec-

ond Harvest Food Shelf), while Sarasota supported three charitable events 

(Salvation Army Bell Ringers, Angel Tree Kids Program and All Faiths Food 

Bank). Both organizations supported boat shows, utilized the boating simulator, 

and handed out literature regarding safety. Minnetonka performed 250 vessel 

safety checks which compared to the 253 which were performed by Sarasota 

VSE’s. Both squadrons also participated in Radio/ TV safety articles. Both enti-

ties were awarded for their communication platforms; Minnetonka for their web 

site and Sarasota for its social media efforts and for the Relocation Guide. We 

also received an award for our marketing outreach to other organizations with a 

Power Point Presentation. Altogether, it appeared that there were several com-

parable activities performed by both groups. 
 

There also were differences which were enlightening. Minnetonka enlarged 

their civic activities in several ways. Their volunteers performed safety barriers 

around three local fireworks areas which featured a State Wake Surfing cham-

pionship and a paddleboard race. They volunteered many hours to picking up  
 

                                                                          Continued on page 5 
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           Chaplain’s Corner           

 
 

“He who cannot forgive others 

destroys the bridge over which he 

himself must pass.”   
                     George Herbert  

      

                    P/D/C Robert D. Barber, SN    

           SPSS Chaplain 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

                  

                IN MEMORIAM 
 

 

D/P/C  William F. Rose Jr., SN 

 

22 May 1918 - 8 February 2017 
 

USPS Member  -  63 years 
 

53 Merit Marks 

 
Bill was a Piloting Class Instructor  

                  

                IN MEMORIAM 
 

 

Tony VanderBurg 
 

14 September 1945 

to 4 February  2017 

 

USPS Member - 1 year 

 

During our weekly lunches at Marina Jack, many of 

us enjoy watching people dock their boats. There are 

times where experienced boaters just shake their 

heads and enjoy the show. So I thought I would take 

this opportunity to list out 5 tips for safe docking. 

 

1 – Always make sure the slip isn’t too small or too large for your boat.  

A too-small slip spreads the poles and may affect the boat next to you.  In 

a too-large slip, your boat could swing past the bow poles and damage 

neighboring boats. 

2 – Always have your stern lines attached to the cleats before docking.   

3 – Never allow anyone to stand on the swim platform or outside the boat 

while docking.  A person could fall into the water and be in danger of  a 

multitude of medical emergencies. 

4 – Have fenders, not hands, ready to avoid the boat next to you.   

5 – Keep the engines running until your boat is securely tied to the dock. 

6 – Be sure children and pets have life vests on. 

Tell your friends and neighbors about Free Vessel Safety Checks. Please 

contact Commander Richard Winston, SN to set up your FREE Vessel 

Safety Check.  (941) 545-1190 or rnwinston20@gmail.com or sign up on 

our web site.   

Have a safe and happy month. 

                                                                 Lt/C Sharon LaPrad, P 
 

 

 

RECENT LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 

 

     COMMANDER RICHARD WINSTON, SN   

 AND DR. BRADLEY HOOVER,  EMERGENCY         

          MEDICINE,  DOCTOR’S HOSPITAL 

     COMMANDER RICHARD WINSTON, SN AND     

              STEVE SANDLER - THE WORLD’S  

                   FASTEST PLEASURE BOAT 
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SEMINARS  

 

ABC CLASSES 

 

At SPSS  HQ 
 

 MARCH - 20, 22, 27, 29      1900-2100 

 APRIL - 24, 26, 5/1, 3          1900-2100 
          
 ABC On-the-Water at Marine Max  

  

 MARCH - 25                 TBA in class 

 APRIL - 29                    TBA in class 

 

CLASSES 

 

At SPSS HQ   
     

 

MARCH 
 

  1 Small Boat Maneuvering 1830-2100 

     OTW portion - TBA in class 
 

  2 Marine Communication Systems  

        7 sessions                        1900-2100 
 

APRIL 
 

  5 Small Boat Maneuvering 1830-2100 

      OTW portion - TBA in class 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 

AT SPSS HQ 
    

MARCH  
 

  2 Paddle Smart                    1900-2100 
 

 

APRIL 
 

   6 Hurricane and Boats       1900-2100 

 27 Using VHF/DSC Radio   1900-2100 

 

      FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE BRIDGE 
 

February may be the shortest month of the year, but SPSS 

always finds a way to cram in many fun events.  On 5 Feb-

ruary, 37 football fans came to the 2nd Annual Potluck Su-

per Bowl Party at Squadron Headquarters, where the game 

was projected on the 10 foot screen in the north classroom 

and the game statistics were projected in the south classroom.  The pre-game 

tailgate party began at 1730, when we feasted on the many appetizers, out-

standing entrees and desserts made by our members. All eyes were glued to 

the screen when the Falcons kicked off to the Patriots. As the first half came 

to a close and the Lady Gaga show came to the end, only 8 dedicated fans 

(Bill & Ginny, Sharon & Rick, Richard & Murdell, Lisa and Sharon K.) re-

mained to watch the amazing Patriot comeback and overtime win.  Just 

proves the old saying “it ain’t over until it’s over” and the newer saying 

“never count Tom Brady out”.  There were 4 lucky winners of the football 

pool with Lt/C Sharon LaPrad, P taking the grand prize by “predicting” the 

final score. A special thanks to all that attended and a huge THANKS to those 

that helped plan, setup, cleanup and did what was necessary to make this yet 

another successful SPSS event (Lisa Dexter, Sharon Kenna, Bud & Sue Lo-

mastro, Chris and Mary Messenger, Barbara and Bob Wolfe, Rick and Sharon 

LaPrad and of course, Commander Richard Winston). 
 

On 11 February, SPSS found a perfect way to celebrate Valentine’s Day by 

getting together with good friends, at a beautiful venue, for a great meal and 

camaraderie at the Venice Yacht Club. Forty-four members and guests came 

by boats and cars to our Annual Valentine's Day Cruise & Rendezvous, with 

one guest traveling 8100 miles all the way from Shanghai China. Three boats 

with several passengers all arrived just before 1100 -  Plane 2 Sea piloted by 

Capt. Mike Wedge, Second Mate piloted by Capt. Bob Wolfe and the colorful 

Yellow Bird piloted by Capt. Chris Messenger. A cocktail hour, games, raf-

fles, great food and great friends made this into a memorable Valentine’s.  A 

special thanks to Lt Sandy Boos for setting up this event and to 1/Lt Chris 

Messenger, AP, Mary Messenger and Lt Vivian Segraves, P for helping to 

make this a very successful event. 
 

Are you a Fisherman or a Fisherman wannabe? We have launched an effort to 

re-energize the SPSS Fishing Club, stay tuned for the exciting details.  Join  

P/D/C Howard Levine, SN for a hands-on flare demo on Lido Beach on 4 

March. This is a must for all boaters. Please call Howard – (941) 358-8330 to 

sign up. Demo is limited to 30, so don’t delay. St Patty’s Day is right around 

the corner and the little Irish in all of us will be displayed in our green attire 

as we descend on the Bradenton Yacht Club for our next Cruise & Rendez-

vous on 18 March.  Please see flyer for details. On 25 March our kayakers 

will launch in the popular Deer Prairie Creek Preserve in Venice and will be 

captained by Lt Joe Andrade, P see flyer for details. There will be an over-

night to Tween Waters Resort 23 – 26 March.  Please contact Fleet Captain 

Del Pemberton (941) 726-6536 or delpemberton@comcast.net . 
 

Volunteer Opportunities - AKA Help Wanted – Working with committees to 

plan and execute social events is great way to have fun, make good friends 

and contribute to SPSS while earning Merit Marks.  We have opening for a 

Co-Chair on the Luncheon Committee (weekly luncheons at Marina Jack)  

                                                                                       Continued on page 5  
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2016 BOATU.S. DISTINGUISHED  

CIVIC SERVICE AWARD 

RECEIVED BY CDR RICHARD WINSTON, SN 

AT USPS NATIONAL MEETING 

 

CDR’S UPDATE - continued  
 

AO’S UPDATE - continued 

 

and a Chair (could be Co-Chair) of the Social Committee.  

Please email me at ao@sarasota-boating.org if you are in-

terested in either of these positions or just want to get in-

volved as a committee member. 
 

                                                   Lt/C Rick LaPrad, AP 

garbage at public islands on their local lake. They worked 

closely with two organizations to raise funding for needy 

kids, and they have a long standing relationship with the 

local Boy Scouts in the Sea Scout Program. They teach the 

Motor Boating merit badge and support their Jamborees. 

They also arrange to provide boat rides for kids and adults 

at various events which afford them an opportunity to stress 

safety, having fun on the water, the use of PFD’s and they 

find this is an opportunity to gain membership. One of their 

members is an authority and lectures at many events on the 

dangers of Electric Shock Drowning. This program has re-

sulted in the Squadron posting “No Swimming” signs at 

marinas and around boat docks to emphasize the dangers. 

They also are involved in Invasive Species control efforts. 
 

Most viable Power Squadrons activities focus on three are-

as: Educational, Fraternal, and Civic Service. It is very ap-

parent that there are many more things that  SPSS can do to 

improve in the area of civic service and particularly to en-

gage youth and, in turn, their parents. Many squadrons 

which have programs targeting youth, advise that some 

these youngsters later become Power Squadron members. 

Obviously, these activities would provide benefit to the 

community and to the squadron itself.  

  

                        ANY VOLUNTEERS?                                             

                                     Cdr Richard Winston, SN 
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The following email was received by Gary Wells, AP (our recently retired SEO and now President of USPS Amateur 

Radio Club). On Sun, Jan 29, 2017 at 12:43 PM, Dave Skolnick<dave@auspiciousworks.com> wrote: 

“Hello Gary, 

I want to thank you and Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron again for maintaining the WB9AYD Winlink RMS. As I got 

further South your station became more and more important to me. Winlink and Sailmail are critical communication 

lifelines for those of use who travel off the beaten path. It is a pleasure to find a boating organization that has made the 

commitment of resources and time to support an RMS..” 

 

 Mariners on the Open Seas is assisted by Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron (the only USPS squadron in    
 the country) that provides remote email and emergency communications to mariners throughout the gulf   
 areas, the Caribbean, Central America and this side of the Atlantic. SPSS is fortunate to have a complete HF   
 and VHF radio station at our headquarters that is available for marine and amateur radio communications.   
 We use this equipment for conducting training programs and for members to build confidence in the proper   
 use of radios. One of the great benefits of our station is that we are also a radio link to boaters that are  
 equipped with HF radio equipment to communicate email messages, position reports, weather updates,  
 maps and other emergency traffic. The station is an automated station that requires no human operators to  
 be present but can automatically be connected to by any boater that holds an amateur radio license. Any  
 information the boater wants to pass via radio is then resent from SPSS via the internet to its final destina- 
 tion. We use a system called Winlink which is free and is available to any  licensed amateur radio operator.   
 The system operates 24/7 and is presently accessed by as many as 25 boaters a day to pass traffic back    
 and  forth day or night. More information available on Winlink check out www.winlink.org or contact Gary   
 Wells, (941) 549-1596 or glwells@yahoo.com.   

 

IMPORTANCE OF SPSS’S WINLINK SYSTEM 

http://www.winlink.org
mailto:glwells@yahoo.com
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FEBRUARY ABC CLASS READY FOR THEIR ON-THE-WATER EXPERIENCE 

 

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

 
 

 

 

 

Simply by shopping at Amazon you can automatically  

donate 0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything 

you buy to the Squadron. WOW that’s great, you’re 

probably saying!!! How can I do that? It’s very sim-

ple. Rather than going to Amazon.com go to Ama-

zonSmile.com. It’s really the same website, but when 

you buy through AmazonSmile you are automatically 

making a charitable donation.  
 

Once you’re on the AmazonSmile page you’ll see the 

word Supporting in the upper left. It is there that you 

have to enter our name. Since nearly a million chari-

ties participate it’s important that you choose us. 

Therefore, enter united states power squadron sara-

sota. Adding Sarasota is very impor tant, because 

many, many, many other Squadrons already partici-

pate. In a fraction of a second we will pop up and all 

you have to do is hit the Select button and from then 

on whenever you go to AmazonSmile and purchase 

something, we get a little something too! The im-

portant thing to remember going forward is to shop 

through the AmazonSmile.com website and not just 

Amazon. It took me a while to remember to do that, 

but you’ll probably pick it up faster than I did!  
 
 

                                              Lt/C Barbara C. Wolfe, P 

                                          Treasurer 

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Hello to new members.  We’re already seeing you at some 

of our great activities and looking forward to spending 

more time with you. 
 

Keith J. Nesrten from New York – retired firefighter  

looking forward to more boating education courses. 
 

Tamara Fohr Walsh – retired pharmacist with 35’ power 

boat, Chaching$. Her hobbies are jewelry, boating and 

kayaking. 
 

Sharon Kenna – retired military trainer from Mississippi  

who is looking forward to being on the water in her 21’ 

powerboat. 
 

Welcome aboard.     

 

              P/C Ed Fisch, SN, Membership Co-Chair 

              D/Lt Bud Lomastro, S, Membership Co-Chair  

             OTW INSTRUCTOR 

      LT A. ANDRE SPALVINS,  AP 
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VALENTINE’S DAY C & R - VENICE YACHT CLUB 



  

 

65th CHANGE OF WATCH 
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LT/C RICHARD WINSTON, SN  

   AND MURDELL WINSTON 

LT/C SHARON LAPRAD, P  AND  

     1/LT  RICK LAPRAD, AP 

LT/C GARY WELLS, AP  

   AND KATHY WELLS 

LT/C RICHARD WINSTON, SN SWORN      

  IN AS THE 2017 SPSS COMMANDER 

LT/C SYLVIA WEDGE, P AND 

 P/LT/C MIKE WEDGE, AP 
LT/C BARBARA WOLFE, P AND 

    D/LT ROBERT WOLFE, S 

L TO R - SEC. SANDY KUSKIN, P, TREAS. BARBARA WOLFE, P, AO RICK LAPRAD, AP,  

                    SEO DEL PEMBERTON, JN, XO SHARON LAPRAD, P 

     ASST. TREASURER 

RAYMOND MORRISSEY, S 

        AND ASST. AO  

CHRIS MESSENGER, AP 

  PAST COMMANDER 

ROBERT HOLMES, AP              

               AND 

LT CAROL HOLMES, AP 
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2017 SPSS SUNCOAST Boat Show Booth 
Friday, April 20th thru Sunday, April 23rd 

 

Volunteer to work in the booth gets you into the boat show FREE! 

3 Hours shifts gives you an opportunity to promote our Squadron, 

 hand out brochures and tell Folks about our Educational opportunities & social events. 

 Information will be provided for you. 
 

                             Contact Bob Holmes @ rbholmesfla@gmail.com or phone (941) 504-8381 

 Work schedule below and on our web-site. 

 

mailto:rbholmesfla@gmail.com
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2018 SPSS COMMANDER’S AND D22 COMMANDER’S CRUISE 
                    

 

For the first time, Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron will join up with D/C Susan Lomastro’s Commander’s Cruise 

as a fund raiser for both organizations.  On Sunday 25 February 2018 to Sunday 4 March 2018, SPSS will cruise on 

Holland America’s Eurodam from Fort Lauderdale to Half Moon Cay (their private island), then on to Ocho Rios, 

Grand Cayman and our own Key West. At Half Moon Cay you will enjoy a private island with a catered lunch. On 

this cruise we will enjoy a cocktail party and group dining.  You can order fresh fruit for your room every day if you 

wish and there is no extra charge for room service. I think I see breakfast on the balcony or in bed for me. In order 

for SPSS to receive credit on this fund raiser and to be a part of the group events, you MUST book with Dawn Eck-

hart at (727) 403-0406 or dawnstraveldeals@gmail.com. 
 

Please see the flyers for more details. Thank you.                                  Lt/C  Sharon LaPrad, P 
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  $ 350.00 
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  

2814 Hyde Park Street 

Sarasota, FL 34239 

 

RECENT LUNCHEON SPEAKER 

A Maritime Mobile Service Identity is a nine-digit number that uniquely identifies your boat, you the 

owner and your contact information. Each Digital Selective Calling radio needs to be registered and as-

signed an MMSI number. Your DSC radio can be used to send a distress alert to the U.S. Coast Guard 

and nearby vessels (with DSC radios in receiving range) or to selectively contact another vessel when 

you know its MMSI number. 
 

There are four types of MMSI numbers, each intended for a certain purpose: 

An individual vessel (ship station identity) 

Groups of vessels (group ship station identity) 

A shore-side facility (coast station identity) 

A group of shore-side facilities (group coast station identities) 
 

How do you get an MMSI number?  

You can get your MMSI number online from 

United States Power Squadrons,  BoatUS  or Sea Tow 

All DSC equipment associated with your boat should use the same MMSI number because it serves to 

identify the vessel, not the radio. If you sell the boat, the MMSI number is normally transferred with it 

(after changing the owner information). This information is stored in the Coast Guard Search and Rescue 

database. You must program your MMSI into your radio (once and only once, according to your radio’s 

installation manual), so that your MMSI number will be transmitted with every DSC call. 

If you're planning to travel outside of the territorial waters of the U.S., you must obtain an MMSI from 

the FCC. You can read more information at their website. –Jack Alanen 

 ISSN 1946-1313 © 2017 United States Power Squadrons. All rights reserved. 

USPS Publications • 1504 Blue Ridge Road • Raleigh, NC 27607 • 888-367-8777 

 

What is an MMSI? 
 

    Why your boat needs a Martime Mobile Service Identity  

     COMMANDER RICHARD WINSTON, SN AND     

                     SHARON PRESTON-FOLTA 

                 AUTHOR OF LITTLE SATCHMO 

             DAUGHTER OF LOUIS ARMSTRONG 

 

 

http://www.usps.org/php/mmsi
http://www.boatus.com/MMSI
http://www.seatow.com/boating-safety/mmsi
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/ship-radio-station-licensing

