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SPSS LUNCHEONS 
 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
Registration from 1100 - 1120       $18.00 per person 

 

No reservation needed!        
                                            

                                      JUNE  
 

    1  Susan Well - Immigration & Geneology 

    8  Joe Sander - Sailing Around the World  

  15  Steven Derfler - Archeology & Ancient Cultures        

  22  Al Goldis - Inside Baseball          

  29  Dr. Jan Skalny - “Martians” from Hungary 
 

                                        JULY  
 

    6  Mayor Willie Shaw - City of Sarasota 

  13  Cdr Al  Lima (St. Pete Sqd) - Blue Water Sailing          

  20  Dr. Tracy Fanara - Mote - Red Tide Prog. Mgr. 

  27  Richard “Todd” Kerkering - Emergency Mgr. 

            City of Sarasota         

                                                           

                          EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  
 

                                     JUNE                                         
                                         
    8 Executive Committee Mtg   SPSS HQ               0930 

  17 Kayaking - Neville Wildlife Preserve                 0830 

  17 Father’s Day Picnic - Turtle Beach                    1100 

                   Pavilion, Siesta Key 

  23  Raft-Up  (Rescheduled)                                      1100 

    

                                     JULY 
 

  13  Executive Committee Mtg  SPSS HQ               0930 

        Kayaking  - none in July or August, resumes 

                in September 

 

 EVENTS  COMING  UP! 

 If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please   

          state with your luncheon choice when registering. 

(Flyer Inside) 

(Flyer Inside) 

SARASOTA POWER & SAIL SQUADRON NEWSLETTER 

(Flyers Inside) (Flyer Inside) 

 

   FATHER’S DAY PICNIC - TURTLE BEACH    

                     PAVILION - SIESTA KEY 

 

    SATURDAY,  17 JUNE     1100                                                

(Flyer Inside) 

 

 2018 SPSS & D22 COMMANDERS’ CRUISE  

 

   25 FEB - 4 MARCH  2018                                    

 

          D22 c & r      
 

     31 oct - 3 nov 
 

 

           LUAU FLORIDA STYLE 
     SOUTH SEAS ISLAND RESORT 

              CAPTIVA ISLAND                                         
                           

 

           KAYAKING -  NEVILLE WILDLIFE 

     PRESERVE - TURTLE BEACH LAUNCH 

    SIESTA KEY 

 

     SATURDAY,   17 JUNE   0830 

 

                   RAFT-UP RESCHEDULED 
 

                 FRIDAY, 23 JUNE       1100 
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SEE US ON: 

 

COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

NEXT DEADLINE: 

15 JULY 2017 

For AUG/SEPT Issue 
Send photos and articles to: 

Lt Carol Holmes, AP at 

carolholmes43@gmail.com 

 

 

SOUTH WIND 
  

 

Published by the 

SARASOTA POWER & SAIL 

SQUADRON  

2814 Hyde Park Street 

 Sarasota, FL 34239-3227 

(941) 953-7565 
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                       Opportunities Abound 
 

On May 10th of this year, the Sarasota Power and Sail 

Squadron held its most recent New Members Meeting. We 

hold these “meet and greet” meetings a couple of times a 

year so that new members have the chance to meet the 

Bridge, other new members and squadron committee chairs 

as well as to learn more about our volunteer organization and the benefits and 

opportunities which are available. Over one hundred new members were invited 

and twenty were able to make it. Burgers and hot dogs were supplied and mem-

bers brought their favorite side dishes. It was very informative and everyone 

enjoyed the time spent and thought it was very worthwhile. Several new mem-

bers signed up to participate in some of the committees. We wish to thank the 

membership Committee, especially D/Lt Bud Lomastro, P and  D/C Susan 

Lomastro, AP for organizing the affair and leading the discussions. 
 

For those who were unable to attend, we thought it would be useful to acquaint 

everyone with some of the many opportunities to support our squadron. The 

squadron has recently won awards, both within the District and nationally, for 

some of its civic programs. You may recall that SPSS received an award for  

being one of the top ten of over 400 squadrons in the country for civic service. 

Opportunities in this arena include becoming a Vessel Examiner as well as  

assisting one of the Cooperative Charting survey groups. These activities pro-

vide excellent opportunities to learn a lot more about safe boating and the local 

waters in addition to providing an important service to the local boating commu-

nity. Other programs in which the squadron participates include food donations 

to All Faiths Food Bank and working with the Salvation Army as bell ringers 

and providing clothing and toys to needy children during the holiday season. 

Each of these programs assists and makes a difference to people within our com-

munity. 
 

Our boating education programs are probably the best in the area. We have op-

portunities in this area for instructors or classroom assistants. Whether you learn 

to demonstrate the virtual trainer, assist in the Mariners Learning Center testing, 

or become proficient in instructing seminars on very useful subjects, value is 

offered to boaters in the way of better information and safety. There are also 

opportunities in the area of helping to support the IT systems which facilitate 

our daily functions. Some of our activities go to helping school age children 

learn more about boating safety, which offers an opportunity for those interested 

in working with the school system. Learn new skills by joining in and working 

alongside other more experienced members. 
 

Coming to lunch each Thursday offers all of us the opportunity to learn many 

new and interesting facts about our local organizations and government entities 

as a result of the great speakers which share their interests with us. They are all 

experts in some area and provide information you may not acquire by any other 

means. The food is good and you can’t beat the view for the price. 
 

If your strengths and interests lie in the area of working with people and groups 

outside of the squadron, opportunities are available within the fund raising com-

mittee as well as the speakers’ bureau. The public relations efforts are opportu-

nities to get involved and to make more people familiar with who we are and 

what we offer. Activities in this area include working in the boat shows or per-

haps contributing to our various publications. 
                                                                                                  Continued on page 5 
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           Chaplain’s Corner           

 

 
“Warmth, kindness and friendship  

are the most yearned for commodities 

in the world.  The person who can 

provide them will never be lonely.” 
 

                          Ann Landers 

                   
                  P/D/C Robert D. Barber, SN    

           SPSS Chaplain 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 

                      Tanks Under Pressure 

This article was in BoatUS magazine in 2014 but I 

think it is important information to know here in Flor-

ida with our hot sun. 

New EPA-compliant portable gas tanks have special 

fittings that reduce evaporative emissions but they could cause issues for 

some outboards. Older tanks are vented to the atmosphere. The new tanks 

don’t vent until the internal pressure reaches five pounds per square inch.  

These new tanks can swell up like a balloon in our hot Florida sun.  The 

internal pressure can force gas into your outboard where it will spew into 

the cowling, eventually dribbling out. The easiest correction for this is to 

keep your tank out of the hot sun. The other solution is to purchase a fuel-

demand valve which will allow the gas to flow only when the engine calls 

for it. 

Don’t forget to  tell your friends and neighbors – Free Vessel Safety 

Checks can be done by our certified Vessel Safety Examiners.  Our exam-

iners come to you. All free of charge.  Please contact Commander Rich-

ard Winston, SN to set up your FREE Vessel Safety Check. (941) 545-

1190 or rnwinston20@gmail.com or sign up on our web site - sarasota-

boating.org. 

Have a happy and safe month. 

                                                           Lt/C Sharon LaPrad,  P 

 

 

HONORING THE SEGRAVES 

Cdr Richard N. Winston, SN honoring F/Lt Ed Segraves, 

AP for constructing a new stand for the squadron’s table 

flag and bell. Lt Vivian Segraves, P received a Senior 

Plaque as she has earned five merit marks. Vivian has been 

chairman of the USPS youth poster contest for the  

squadron.  

 

LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 

CDR RICHARD WINSTON, SN WITH 

RANDY DEERING - MASTER  

CAPTAIN, SAILOR, ARTIST  

AND AUTHOR 

CDR RICHARD WINSTON, SN WITH  

ALLISON ARCHBOLD -  

DIGITAL ASSETS 
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SEMINARS  

 

ABC CLASSES 

 

At SPSS  HQ 
 

  JUNE - Saturdays 3 & 10   0900-1300 
   
  JULY - 10, 12, 17, 19          1900-2100 

     
    
 ABC On-the-Water at Marine Max  

 

   JUNE - Saturday - 17               TBA 
 

  JULY - Saturday - 15               TBA 

  

 

CLASSES 

 

At SPSS HQ   
     

 

  JUNE - No Classes 

 

  JULY  
 

    26 Small Boat Maneuvering                         

                                                1830-2100 

      OTW portion - TBA in class 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 

At SPSS HQ 
    

 

  JUNE  
 

    15 Anchoring                     1900-2100 

 

  JULY - No Seminars 

            

                From the Bottom of the Bridge 

Well, the temperatures are rising, but there is nothing 

cooler than attending our weekly luncheon at Marina Jack. 

It has been great to see and meet many of our new mem-

bers there who are starting to explore the social side of the 

Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron. We want to remind 

everyone to come join us for a great lunch, camaraderie and an outstanding 

weekly speaker.   

SPSS continued to be very active during April, with early to mid-month 

events being curtailed because of the District Spring Conference and the Sun 

Coast Boat Show. On 24 April, Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron went to 

Evie's at Spanish Point Restaurant & Tiki Bar in Osprey for a Cruise to Eat. 

Twenty-one members came by boat and car for a great meal and even better 

camaraderie. This was a first time experiment of having a Cruise to Eat mid-

week and by the attendance, it was successful. 

On 27 April, 14 kayakers went to Ponce de Leon Park for a very enjoyable 

paddle. Four of the kayakers were from Peace River. There were quite a 

number of paddlers using the trails but they never saw one other kayaker on 

our trip. The first part was through two mangrove tunnels which were very 

long. Frank Tugwell estimated the second long tunnel at two miles. Without 

a map or in our case a satellite photo, you could very easily get lost in there. 

Good thing Senior Navigator Ed Fisch was leading the trip in that there were 

quite a number of offshoots you could take and 13 kayakers could still be 

looking for the Fountain of Youth. All had a great time. Due to the tunnels 

and the breeze, the temp on Saturday was no problem.  The following is a 

note sent from Peace River:  

“Hello Ed and Joe: 

I want to say Thank You to both of you for organizing and leading our kayak 

trip today. It was lots of fun and you make it so easy to do.  I appreciated the 

kayak rental folks also. They are really well organized. I would like to send 

you separate ‘Thank You’ emails, but I don’t have your email addresses. Can 

our Peace River and Sarasota squadrons plan more of these trips in the fu-

ture? I would be interested. 

Marge Babkiewicz” 

On 10 May, Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron had a well-attended new mem-

ber “Getting to Know You Night” - lots of fun  - welcome new members! 

On 13 May, SPSS celebrated Mother’s Day at Bird Key Yacht Club. Thirty-

three members attended and were treated to the fine fare of BKYC. Since our 

AO was vacationing in Italy, District Commander Sue Lomastro, AP stepped 

up to the plate by taking over the Mother’s Day trivia game. Evidently, I 

made the game too difficult in that one table had 1 right; however,  leave it to 

Ginny Anderson’s table to once again win the game….seems to be a 

trend!  A special thanks to Lt Sandy Boos for captaining the event, Lt/C Bar-

bara Wolfe, P for doing a great job with reservations, D/C Sue Lomastro, AP  

                                                                           Continued on page 8 
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                  CDR’S UPDATE - continued 

 

We are happy to have you aboard. 
 

Christi Decker – A transfer  member  from Door  County 

Power Squadron.  Likes boating, reading and skiing. 
 

Joann C. Brockman –Took the ABC Class. Enjoys boat-

ing, kayaking and snorkeling.   
 

Stephen and Deborah Burnett – Both took the ABC 

Class. They enjoy theater and travel. 
 

George Lemmon and Linda Miller – Both took the 

ABC Class. They enjoy kayaking. 
 

Kevin and Linda Northey –  ABC Class graduates.  He 

enjoys woodworking, carving and hiking. She enjoys 

piano, reading and swimming. 
 

David and Linda Robertson – David took the ABC 

Class and enjoys sports.  Linda enjoys gardening and pho-

tography. 
 

Vernu and Vatsala Visvalingam – Vernu took the ABC 

Class. Interested in boating. 
 

Frank McAlliaster – Joined on the SPSS website.  Has a 

350 Sundancer.  Likes photography and motorcycles. 

              P/C Ed Fisch, SN, Membership Co-Chair 

              D/Lt. Bud Lomastro, S, Membership Co-Chair  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

If you are interested in just having fun and enjoying the 

company of other boating enthusiasts, you have to come to 

our social events. Events are scheduled every month. These 

are always very well planned and executed and always in-

volve good food. Whether the activity is a kayak outing,  

raft-up, Cruise to Eat, a fishing trip, or one of several 

Cruise and Rendezvous, an enjoyable time is had by one 

and all, and there are always ways in which members can 

participate. Don’t miss the annual Father’s Day Picnic this 

month which should likewise be a very good event. Longer 

term enjoyment comes with the annual Commanders’ 

Cruise next  March. 
 

So get involved and take advantage of the many opportuni-

ties. You will be rewarded for your time and effort as you 

support our organization through the enjoyment and associ-

ation with other members of similar interests, notwithstand-

ing receiving a Merit Mark. Don’t forget that USPS offers 

substantial member benefits which offset the yearly fee. 

Share your ideas and suggestions for new areas of involve-

ment for the squadron. Your involvement will result in 

greater recognition for the things we do and allow you to 

have more pride in our commitment to promoting safe 

boating through education. 

 

                                 Cdr Richard N. Winston, SN 
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APRIL CRUISE TO EAT AT EVIE’S SPANISH POINT RESTAURANT & TIKI  BAR 
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                      AO’S UPDATE - continued 

 
 

                  

 

for filling in for me with the trivia game, Commander 

Richard Winston, SN for filling in for me as the MC, and 

to all others who helped in making the day, yet another 

successful SPSS event.  

On 20 May, SPSS held our first annual Charles Mancino 

Memorial Kayak event in honor of an avid kayaker, boater, 

SPSS member, and dear friend who passed last May, much 

too early. This event was held at Charles’s favorite kayak 

venue, the Lido Key Mangrove Tunnels and was well at-

tended by 16 kayakers, including Charles's wife Pam. Alt-

hough it was a record hot day, the mangrove tunnels and 

sea breezes kept us comfortable. Before returning to the 

launch, we enjoyed a stop at an island beach for refresh-

ments and for many, a dip in the water. Following the 

event, we went to Charles’s favorite restaurant, Shore at St 

Armand’s Circle where we had a great lunch. An excep-

tional day and a great way to remember a good friend.... 

we miss you Charlie. 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events: 

6/17/2017 – Kayaking - Turtle Beach  - Neville Preserve 

6/17/2017 – 2nd Annual Father’s Day Picnic -      

                            Turtle Beach Pavilion 

 

6/23/2017 - Rescheduled Raft-Up 
 

                    

Volunteer Opportunities, a.k.a. Help Wanted – Working 

with committees to plan and execute Social Events is great 

way to have fun, make good friends and contribute to 

SPSS while earning a Merit Mark.  We have an opening 

for a Co-Chair on the Luncheon Committee (weekly lunch-

eons at Marina Jack) and a Chair (could be Co-Chair) of 

the Social Committee.   Please email me if you are interest-

ed in either of these positions or just want to get involved 

as a committee member at ao@sarasota-boating.org. 

                                        Lt/C Rick LaPrad,  AP 

 

Some of the usps benefits  

Which are available to you 

USPS members enjoy premium discounts on 

BoatU.S. marine insurance policies, are eligible for 

a 50% discount on your BoatU.S. membership and a 

10% discount on all water towing service levels.  

USPS squadron members who are first-time Road 

Scholar participants will receive a $100 gift certifi-

cate good for their first adventure. 

Office Depot and Office Max are now one company! 

Members save up to 80% off over 93,000 products. 

Shop online or in stores. 

Manufacturer of fine nautical & weather instruments 

offers 25% discount to members. 

Offers 10% discount off retail on Marine-Quality  

Fiberglass Ice Chests, Coolers, Solar Refrigera-

tor/Freezers.  

Save up to 25% on car rentals.  

Sea Tow is now offering a 60 day free Sea Tow 

membership for any students who take any 

USPS course. USPS members are eligible for a 

$10 discount on their Sea Tow membership. Sea 

Tow also offers a free Automated Radio Check, 

a free mobile app and expert knowledge and 

advice from their captains.  

Sign on as a member to the USPS website go to Site 

Index then click on Member Benefits to see all of the 

benefits available to you.  
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NEW SOUTH WIND EDITOR NEEDED FOR 

2018  

 

 
 

Simply by shopping at Amazon you can automatically  

donate 0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything 

you buy to the Squadron. WOW that’s great, you’re 

probably saying!!! How can I do that? It’s very sim-

ple. Rather than going to Amazon.com go to Ama-

zonSmile.com. It’s really the same website, but when 

you buy through AmazonSmile you are automatically 

making a charitable donation.  
 

Once you’re on the AmazonSmile page you’ll see the 

word Supporting in the upper left. It is there that you 

have to enter our name. Since nearly a million chari-

ties participate it’s important that you choose us. 

Therefore, enter united states power squadron sara-

sota. Adding Sarasota is very impor tant, because 

many, many, many other Squadrons already partici-

pate. In a fraction of a second we will pop up and all 

you have to do is hit the Select button and from then 

on whenever you go to AmazonSmile and purchase 

something, we get a little something too! The im-

portant thing to remember going forward is to shop 

through the AmazonSmile.com website and not just 

Amazon. It took me a while to remember to do that, 

but you’ll probably pick it up faster than I did!  
 

 

                                              Lt/C Barbara C. Wolfe, P 

                                          Treasurer 
 

                                     

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER 
 

 

ANOTHER CRUISE OPPORTUNITY -  

CRUISE WITH ST. PETERSBURG SAIL 

& POWER SQUADRON Looking for a new editor for the South Wind for 2018. If 

interested please call Lt Carol Holmes, AP at (941) 225-

2173 or email carolholmes43@gmail.com.  At present 

there are 10 issues a year - June/July and Aug/September 

are the combined months. I use Microsoft Publisher. I 

would be happy to work with anyone who is interested for 

the remainder of this year for an easy transition. At present 

there are only 25 printed copies mailed out with the majori-

ty of the membership receiving an email copy. The Bridge 

officers’ columns they write themselves and the flyers and 

pictures are emailed to me. There are USPS guidelines for 

squadron newsletters; however, it would be your decision 

as to the means of creating the newsletter (not necessarily 

Publisher) and what the content is. I receive copies via 

email of the newsletters other squadrons in our District 

which will also give you some ideas.  

                       Lt Carol Holmes, AP 

 

St Petersburg Sail & Power Squadron has a Fall Colors 

group cruise departing 17 Sep 2017 roundtrip from New 

York City. Please join us on the Crown Princess as she 

sails to Newport, Boston, Bar Harbor then on up to St John, 

New Brunswick and then Halifax, Nova Scotia. This 7 day 

cruise is something a little different than the 10 day open-

ended fall colors cruises you normally see offered. 

Princess currently has their 'Come Back New' sale which 

offers FREE prepaid gratuities (for your stateroom) and if 

you book a full suite, you receive FREE spa treatment. A 

$100 refundable deposit per person is all that is needed to 

book now.  

IMPORTANT: This is a fundraiser  cruise for  St. Pe-

tersburg Sail and Power Squadron so everyone MUST 

book through Dawn Eckhart –  

dawntraveldeals@gmail.com or call (727) 403–0406 in 

order to be included in the group, receive our group bene-

fits and for SPSPS to receive the credit. 

 

 

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

 

 

 LUNCHEON SPEAKER 

CDR RICHARD WINSTON, SN WITH 

D/LT WILFREDO LOPEZ, P - 

READY TO TRAVEL 

 



  

 

              CHARLES MANCINO MEMORIAL PADDLE OF LIDO MANGROVE TUNNELS  
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IMPORTANT - Notice from Stf/C Allan B. Furtado, SN, Assistant Chair of the USPS National Safety Committee. There is some 

concern that some of the Mustang Life Preservers that were given to Vessel Examiners 8 years ago have started to malfunction. The 

article calls attention to this and gives instructions on how to perform a safety check. Editor’s Note -  

If you own a Mustang Life Jacket era 2008 or so please read this article and take action., even if you’ve not been a Vessel Examiner. 
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MOTHER’S DAY C & R 
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2018 SPSS COMMANDER’S AND D22 COMMANDER’S CRUISE 
                    

 

For the first time, Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron will join up with D/C Susan Lomastro’s Commander’s Cruise 

as a fund raiser for both organizations.  On Sunday 25 February, 2018 to Sunday 4 March, 2018 SPSS will cruise on 

Holland America’s Eurodam from Fort Lauderdale to Half Moon Cay (their private island), then on to Ocho Rios, 

Grand Cayman and our own Key West. At Half Moon Cay you will enjoy a private island with a catered lunch. On 

this cruise we will enjoy a cocktail party and group dining.  You can order fresh fruit for your room every day if you 

wish and there is no extra charge for room service. I think I see breakfast on the balcony or in bed for me. In order 

for SPSS to receive credit on this fund raiser and to be a part of the group events, you MUST book with Dawn Eck-

hart at (727) 403-0406 or dawnstraveldeals@gmail.com. 
 

Please see the flyers for more details. Thank you.                                              Lt/C  Sharon LaPrad, P 
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  

2814 Hyde Park Street 

Sarasota, FL 34239 

Boat owners should be wary of any letter arriving by mail offering renewal of their U.S. 
Coast Guard Certificate of Documentation. These letters may direct them to websites 
that show what appears to be an increase in the annual fee to renew USCG documen-
tation. 

While the Coast Guard does send official annual renewal notices by mail, some notices 
are sent by third-party companies whose names or return addresses may appear simi-
lar to that of the official USCG Vessel Documentation Center. Some notices don’t dis-
claim that they are not official USCG correspondence. 

While third-party companies may legitimately provide services to assist with vessel doc-
umentation renewals, the Coast Guard’s own renewal process is simple for most ves-
sels, and the price of $26 is often much lower than what third-party companies may 
charge. To renew, go to www.uscg.mil/nvdc and click on “instructions and forms.” 

To be documented, a vessel must weigh at least 5 net tons and, with the exception of 
certain oil-spill response vessels, be owned by a U.S. citizen. Boats about 27 feet in 
length or longer generally meet the weight requirement. 

If boat owners wish to file a consumer complaint about these misleading notices or any 
other boating-related advertisement or company, you may contact the U.S. Postal In-
spection Service at 1-877-876-2455 or through its website. –BoatUS 

ISSN 1946-1313 © 2017 United States Power Squadrons. All rights reserved. 
USPS Publications • 1504 Blue Ridge Road • Raleigh, NC 27607 • 888-367-8777  

 

Be Wary of Renewal Notices 

In this issue … 
 

In Magical Meander, explore New York’s  

finger lakes and canals. 
 

Learn the secrets to troubleshooting your en-

gine underway in Outboard Trouble. 
 

Need to recarpet your trailer bunks: Read Wear 

Repair to discover what you need to know. 
 

You can download a PDF to read later or read 

the online issue. 

http://www.uscg.mil/nvdc
https://postalinspectors.uspis.gov

