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Holy Repair Bill 

 
 
You think your boat, that proverbial hole in the water into which you cast all your hard-earned cash, is in need of costly 
repair? Thinking of doing some re-fitting? Consider the plight of the owners of the Lohengrin or the Reflection at Fort 
Lauderdale. They were to enjoy delivery of their beautifully refitted boats in just a few weeks’ time when their little 
repair shop had a bit of a mishap.  
 
According to the Marina, all of the paint work, teak 
work and interiors were “almost finished.”  
As cited in the Soundings, Trade Only Today, daily 
marine industry publication,  
 
“… the two yachts were Lohengrin, a 161-foot Trinity 
and Reflection, a 107-foot Christensen. Both yachts 
were in for refit work and were under scaffolding. 
Firefighters estimate the damage at $20 million—one 
yacht was valued between $16 million and $18 mil-
lion, and the other between $2 million and $4 million.” 
Both Yachts are resting comfortably at the bottom of 
the Marina’s waters. Looking for a fixer-upper? 

SARASOTA POWER & SAIL SQUADRON NEWSLETTER 

                                                        For Sail and Power Boating for 67 Years             www.sarasota-boating.org    
VOLUME LXV ISSUE 10           A Unit of the United States Power Squadrons® and District 22                          December 2019 

DECEMBER CALENDAR/CLASSES 

 
SPSS LUNCHEONS 

 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
 

Registration from 1100 - 1120       $18.00 per person 

No reservation needed!   
 

If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please get 
your fruit ticket with your luncheon choice when registering.    

 
  Luncheons are every Thursday except as noted 

                                 
12/5 Bill Anderson will take us to the Land of the 

Midnight Sun  
12/12 Our Christmas Sing-a-Long Luncheon La La 

La La La La La  
12/19 Check Calendar for Speaker 
12/26 No Luncheon 

 

 LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 
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COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

 

We enjoyed a great turnout for our Squadron 
Turkey dinner. Thanks to all of you who made 
this happen. Final figures on the auction and 
bake sale are not in yet, but I know they have to 
be good!  Speaking of turkey, hope all enjoyed 
the Thanksgiving Day Holiday.  One of my fa-
vorite holidays: great food, great drink, great 

family and friends. No politics! 
 
We have an exciting month coming up: Tour of Lights, our 
Squadron Christmas Carols at lunch, our Holiday Dinner 
Dance, Angel Tree and of course ringing the bell for the Salva-
tion Army.  The Tour of Lights is booked solid, everything else 
is wide open!  Hope to see you all during these events. 
 
My time as Commander is drawing to an end. It has been an 
honor to serve America’s Boating Club – Sarasota this year and 
I look forward to continuing to enjoy the friendship, fellowship 
and civic service this opportunity has brought to me as your 
Commander. 
Happy Holidays and Happy News Year! 

 
 
                       Cdr Chris Messenger, AP 
 

 
“... as crazy as it sounds, make sure you 
spend enough time on the water. “So many 
problems are because people don’t use 
their boats,” the experts say. “Don’t be 
afraid to run it at wide open and let it clean 
out every now and then.” Just pretend 
you’re racing.” 
 
                              From  Eric Colby  
                                Boating Magazine  
                               11/5/2019 
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My column this month isn’t going 
to be about the Squadron or about 
boating at all. It’s about a little 
scam that I discovered. Now this 
scam won’t cause you to lose 
your life savings and it won’t 
blast your social security number 
out over the internet, but it is an-
noying, and I think might be par-
ticularly aimed at seniors, alt-
hough I can’t be completely sure 
of that. 

By way of background, I will tell you that about a year 
ago I was hired to take care of the finances of a 76-year-
old woman who has Alzheimer’s. Let’s call her “Jane.” 
Jane is a Ph.D. psychologist, very well read on a variety 
of subjects, and because of that, she subscribed to many 
general consumer and some very specialized magazines 
and periodicals. 
  
You might know, that on the address label of nearly eve-
ry publication that you subscribe to, you will find the ex-
piration date of your subscription. So, whenever Jane gets 
a subscription renewal in the mail it is easy for me to 
check if it really is due for renewal or not.  
  
Last week Jane got a RENEW NOW, OFFER EXPIRA-
TION DATE: 11/15/19 for [a very well-known maga-
zine]. P.S. This great deal won’t last forever! This 
large circulation magazine was started by Time Inc. in 
1980 and sold in 2010.  As usual I checked to see when 
Jane’s subscription was due to expire. I was stunned 
when I saw that she was subscribed until the March/
April 2028 issue. She had apparently been paying these 
$29.95 renewals every time one came in the mail. 
 
Sometimes we are too trusting. We assume that if we get 
a renewal notice in the mail, that, duh!, it’s time to renew. 
Or, how about all those apps that we subscribe to, and 
those spam and virus catcher programs that we subscribe 
to? Are they really ready for renewal when we get our 
email bills? Just today I received a renewal notice from 
my email provider. My contract doesn’t expire until Janu-
ary of 2021—14 months from now!! I don’t mind paying 
a month in advance, but over a year?? I don’t think so. 
As I said in the first paragraph, these business practices (I 
probably shouldn’t call them scams) won’t send you to 
the poor house, but that money is better off in your pock-
et for another year than theirs. 
 

 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 
 
Now that I have that off my chest, I’ll spend a few words 
on boating, as the South Wind Editor says that I have to 
talk about boats. We booked our first boat through our 
club membership with Suntex the other day for a Jump 
Start student. I’m happy to say that it was a very easy pro-
cess and I look forward to watching and helping the pro-
gram grow. In addition to signing out their boats for a day 
or a half day, Suntex is also offering an amazing discount 
to our members toward their own boat club membership. 
They are offering $1,000 off a weekday membership 
(from $3,000 to $2,000 + $295/mo.) or $1,500 off a full 7-
day membership (from $3,500 to $2,000 + $350/mo.). If 
you’re interested, please contact Captain Evan Phillips @ 
941-266-8499 and tell him that you’re a member of the 
Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron and want to get a Jump 
Start. 
            Lt/C Barbara Wolfe, P 
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Wink & Wilma Thornton – Wink and Wilma own a 
22’ power boat.  They both enjoy fishing and boating 
and live on Philippi Creek.  
 
Lien Eifert – Lien has been added to Ron Babinsky’s 
membership. 
 
Dennis Raetzel  – Dennis will be spending a lot more 
time in Sarasota but still has business in MI. 
 
Katie Cudaback – Katie took the last ABC class.  She 
enjoys fishing and wine clubs. 
 
Lisa & Bill Mayer – Lisa & Bill both took the ABC 
class.  They own a 20’ Bayliner.  Lisa enjoys music 
and art.  Bill enjoys gardening. 
 
Terry Fry – Terry took the ABC class.  He enjoys 
travel, scuba and fishing. 
 
Leslie Fowler – Leslie also took the ABC class.  He 
enjoys golf, fishing, cooking, scuba and snow skiing. 
 
Tiffany Farrell – Tiffany also took the ABC class.  
She enjoys kayaking, dancing and fun things. 
 
Melinda Weider – Melinda took the ABC class.  She 
and her spouse, Tom, own a 29’ power boat named Z 
Dreams  
 
Paulette Hall – Paulette took the ABC class. She en-
joys travel, local concerts & events and photography.  
 
P/C Howard (SN)  & Barbara Noble – Howard & 
Barbara are from Gainesville and joined as Associate 
members this spring. They now have become full 
SPSS members.  
 
Gerald Letendre – Gerald joined as a cyber member 
and has been transferred into SPSS. 
 
Additional New Member graduates of ABC: 
Gary Bucholtz 
Byron Lambert 
Kori Stevens 
Tom Lefevre 
Shawn & Karen Bray 
 
P/C Ed Fisch, SN, Membership Co-Chair 
Lt Bud Lomastro S, Membership Co-Chair  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

ADMIN OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 
Hello! Everyone! 
 
I trust you had a great Thanksgiving and  
wish you, your family and friends very 
Happy Holidays.   
 
Our Game Nights have been a great suc-
cess; they are held every third Friday, 

4:30pm games and Pot Luck starting at 6:30pm. 
 
Our Thursday luncheons at Marina Jack continue. No-
vember 7th we had the opportunity to go out on the Mari-
na Jack II for our luncheon. It’s great fun for members, 
family and friends. 
 
Our speakers continue to bring us great knowledge. 
Shared knowledge from our own Demetri Lignos and 
Richard Walshaw; both of our members sharing their 
knowledge of their travel and their field of expertise.  
 
Our annual Thanksgiving Feast was November 23, 2019 
at the Squadron Building. Over 60 members joined us for 
the turkey feast. We received a liquor license for the 
event and there was beer and wine available at the bar 
included in the dinner. We also enjoyed our auction, raf-
fle and bake sale. See our P/D/C Howard Levine, SN 
Auctioneer Extraordinaire, below. Lots of food, fun and 
friendship sharing!  
 
December events will start with the Christmas Holiday 
Tour on the Sarasota Trolley, December 6, 2019, 6:30 – 
8:00pm. The Trolley will take 27 of us. We are accepting 
wait list reservations. 
 
Our regular weekly luncheons will resume on December 
5. 
 
Our Christmas Holiday Dinner Dance will be held De-
cember 17, 2019 at the Heritage Country Club. Always a 
successful festive event, be ready to celebrate the Holi-
days and dance the night away. See our flyer attached. 
 
 
               

Lt/C Roxanne Fox, S 
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Teaching Boating Safety to Honors Marine Biology Students  
at Sarasota Military Academy  

 
By: Richard Walshaw, AP 

THE PLANNING: 
Under the auspices of America’s Boating Club of Sarasota, in March of this year Leon Warshaw, Joe Barnette and my-
self met with Dan Kennedy and Captain Jeanette Marks, from the Sarasota Military Academy (SMA) to discuss the pos-
sibility of teaching a boating safety course to high school level students at SMA. 
 
Dan Kennedy was the founder and Director of SMA and has been instrumental in assisting us in this project.  He was 
also Principal of Sarasota High School for 20 years prior to founding SMA. 
 
Captain Marks is a marine science educator at SMA and is a Florida Master Naturalist and Florida Water Steward.  Cap-
tain Marks teaches marine biology at SMA and offers both a regular and honors class in this subject.   Because of her 
marine interest and family experience with boating, Captain Marks was very enthusiastic about being able to offer such 

a course to her students.  
 
I put together a course outline based on the “Boat Smart, Florida Boating Safety 
Course” offered by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC).  As 
this was not a USPS course the standard ABC curriculum  could not be used in these 
circumstances.  I presented this course outline to the Bridge and Executive Commit-
tee while Captain Marks presented it to the appropriate people at SMA.  Receiving 
approval from both groups, Captain Marks and I proceeded to formally organize the 
course and arrange how and when it was going to be taught. 
 
THE EXECUTION 
Due to the very hectic schedule at SMA Captain Marks felt that the best time to teach 

the course was in the middle of October as the students would have just completed the honors marine biology course 
and the boating course would be a “perk” for this select group of students. 
 
Therefore, the course was taught on 4 consecutive days (October 15 – 18) 
with a one hour and twenty-minute lecture each day.  The students were 
provided with course material the week before and encouraged to study 
ahead and be prepared, as we wanted the lecture time to be as interactive as 
possible. 
 
For the first lecture I invited Tom Graef, Regional Director, FWC and Cap-
tain Guy Carpenter, Division of Law enforcement, FWC to talk to the stu-
dents about the importance of boating safety, accident rates, fatalities, etc. 
thereby emphasizing the need to take a course such as this. Following the 4 
lecture sessions the students then had the weekend to study and the exami-
nation was given on Monday, October 21.   
 
THE FOLLOW UP 
Captain Marks felt the course was very well received by the students.  The students interacted well and were very will-
ing to ask and answer questions.  At this time the exam results have been trickling in from FWC and so far everyone has 
passed!! 
 
At the beginning of December Joe Barnette and I are planning on taking the students who took the course out on our 
boats for an on-the-water experience.  SMA is currently working out the legal aspects of this as an SMA school trip with 
appropriate permission slips, etc.  
 
Because of the success of this course Captain Marks is planning to offer it again, not only to her honors marine biology 
students, but also to other interested student groups at SMA. 
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NAVIGATION (PILOTING) CLASS BEGINS 

Monday, 13 JANUARY 2020 
 

Piloting is the first course in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation, cover-
ing the basics of coastal and inland navigation. This course focuses on navigation 
as it is done on recreational boats today and uses GPS as a primary navigation 
tool while teaching traditional techniques so a student will be able to find his/her 
way even if the GPS fails. This course includes many in-class exercises, develop-
ing the student’s skills through hands-on practice.  
 
Topics include: 

•Charts and their interpretation 
•Navigation aids and how they point to safe water 
•Plotting courses and determining direction and distance 
•The mariner’s compass and converting between True and Magnetic 
•How charts are made and how the different  charts are used 
•Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and information they provide, setting up        
 waypoints and routes, staying on a GPS route 
•Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into a GPS 
•Monitoring progress and determining position by both GPS and traditional 
 techniques such as bearing and dead reckoning 
•The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that one is on course 

 
Classes will begin at 1830 (6:30 PM) and will be held each Monday for approxi-
mately 10 weeks.  
 
The cost of all books and navigation kit (including a plotter, protractor and a di-
vider) is $100.00 for SPSS members and $150 for non-members. 
 
There are no prerequisite courses needed to take Piloting. 
 
Registration for the class is on our website sarasota-boating.org  

 
If you need information, please call me at (941) 924-5253 or e-mail me at 
bfaugu5@gmail.com by 7 January 2020. We are capping class size at 10 as 
we have been oversubscribed lately.  

 
Registration 

1800 (6:00 PM) on Monday, 13 January 2020 
P/C Barry F. August, SN  

 Lt. Michael C. Landis, AP  

mailto:bfaugu5@gmail.com
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 LUNCHEON  

SPEAKERS 

Peggy Williams 
First Female Clown Graduate 

of Ringling Circus College 
with 

Commander Chris Messenger 

 
Janet Hamel Solomon, Key 

Sailing Charter 
with 

Commander Chris Messenger 

Demetrios Lignos, On Travels in Greece 
with 

XO Barbara Wolfe 

Dr. Richard Walshaw 
Veterinary Surgeon 

with 
Commander Chris Messenger  
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ENCORE LUNCH ABOARD MARINA JACK II 
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From the Editor 
Many of us consider our charita-
ble giving annually, often in De-
cember. We take a look at how 
the year has gone and what charities we 
have supported so far during the year. SPSS 
has been exceedingly fortunate to have ben-
efactors in the past who have generously 
supported our on-going efforts. Will you 
consider a donation this year to the Squad-
ron? Help us to spread our educational mis-
sion to more young people, both for their 
safety and for ours. 
 
                  -Ed. 

 

           Chaplain’s Corner           
 

 
 

 

 

 
“Genius without Education is like Silver in the 

Mine.” (1750) 
 

                                Benjamin Franklin 
 

 

            
 

Don’t Sacrifice Everything 
Choose the Right Sacrificial Anode 

 
Corrosion is like the uninvited guest who always shows up hungry. At some point, you forget about serving this goat a 
meal and dish out snacks and junk food to keep him away from the roast beef. With corrosion, you feed the unwelcome 
guest excess electrons instead of Twinkies. These electrons come ready to eat, “packaged” in the form of what are called 
sacrificial anodes. Corrosion eats the anode (the Twinkie) instead of your sterndrive, prop shaft or raw water through-
hull (the good stuff) because anodic metals dish out electrons as freely as Grandma dishes out Thanksgiving dinner. 
Know that with each electron consumed, a minute bit of the anode’s metal is consumed instead of a bit of your boat or 
drive’s metal, hence the sacrificial moniker. 
 
Now, most boaters refer to sacrificial anodes as “zincs,” because zinc has been used for a long time. But there are other 
“zincs” made of aluminum, magnesium and various alloys with various trade names. In many cases non-zinc anodes 
outperform actual zinc anodes, depending upon the type of metal you need to protect and the nature of the water in 
which the metal being protected is immersed. It all has to do with the voltage of the anode when referenced against a 
standard. The standard is an electrode made of silver/silver chloride. That just means they are relative: the higher the 
anode’s voltage, the more freely it gives up electrons and the more able it is to feed corrosion. We are talking about neg-
ative voltage here, so wrap your mind around the concept of “more negative voltage.” At a glance, you might conclude 
that, since magnesium has the highest negative voltage, that’s the anode to use to protect any metal, on any boat. But it’s 
not. 
 
Anodes create electrical current by setting up a difference in electrical potential. More is better in the sense that it’s the 
equivalent of a tastier dish that your guest, corrosion, will devour readily. But suppose you run out of snacks? 
Magnesium has a low current capacity. Like a bowl of nuts, it’s quickly eaten. Zinc and aluminum are akin to a plate 
piled high with home cooking. The meal lasts longer. So, though magnesium offers more protective electrons faster, it 
protects for only about one-third the time of zinc, and just one-fifth the time of aluminum. In a hypothetical situation 
where zinc would last 150 days, magnesium would last but 50 days, while an aluminum anode would have corrosion 
lined up at the chow line for 225 days.  
 
 

Continued on Page 11 
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ANODES Continued from Page 10 
 
Additionally, the high rate of electrons served up by magnesium can create too much current — i.e., “overprotect” — 
when used to protect a metal that itself is already very active, like aluminum, especially one used in waters that are more 
conductive of electricity. This means salt water and polluted fresh water. In fact, if you take a freshwater boat protected 
by magnesium anodes to the coast and put it in a slip for a week, you’ll have a catastrophe on your hands. 
So, how do you choose which anode type to use on your boat? Cost 
helps answer the question. Magnesium is more expensive than zinc, 
and zinc is more expensive than aluminum. Additionally, comparing 
zinc and aluminum, besides their carrying capacities, which bear on 
your length of season, zinc forms an insulating oxide film over itself, 
especially in fresh water, that stops it from working. In fact, if you 
have an anode that seems never to have worn away, it’s probably oxi-
dized and not doing its job! By mixing iridium and other metals with 
aluminum, alloys are created that don’t form aluminum oxide.  
 
See the chart (Page 10)showing general guidelines for choosing an 
anode type based on the metal needing protection and its location. 
 
There are other considerations. For example, if your boat is connected 
to shore power, and thus connected to all the other boats at the dock, 
you may choose “weaker” zinc over aluminum to minimize the elec-
trical activity. But if your boat has a galvanic isolator, or you’re not 
plugged in, the more active anode might be a better choice. 
 
Confused? Here’s the takeaway. 
 
The principles presented should have raised your anode awareness. They give you the basis to raise the right questions. 
Seek out a mechanic with ABYC “Marine Electrical” or “Marine Corrosion” certification and have the conversation. 
Don’t just buy an anode kit because it has your engine’s brand on it. 
 
By Kevin Falvey  March 21, 2013 Boating Magazine 

FIRST SUNTEX JUMP START 
 

Meet Walt & Diana Rodack 
 

New Members of  
 

America’s Boating Club 
 

On their  
 

Initial Jump Start Cruise 
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SLATE OF NOMINEES 

WATCH YEAR 2020 
 
 

Under section 6.8, of the Sarasota Power Squadron, Inc. Bylaws (31 July 2014 as amended), the following 
slate of nominees is presented by the Nominating Committee. All those listed below have consented to 
serve for their respective positions and terms. 
 

BRIDGE: 
 Commander   Cdr Barbara Wolfe, P 
 Executive Officer  Lt/C Roxanne Fox, S  
 Administrative Officer  Lt/C TBD 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C C. Joseph Barnette, SN 
   Secretary                 Lt/C Tracy Walshaw, S 
 Treasurer                 Lt/C Daniel Sullivan, S 
 Assistant AO          TBD  
 Assistant SEO         TBD 
 Assistant Treasurer     TBD 
 Assistant Secretary   TBD 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

P/C Christopher (Chris) Messenger, AP     
Lt Peter Roth, JN       
P/D/C Barry Rush, SN 
P/C Barry F. August, SN                                                
P/C James Stewart, AP    
P/Lt/C Richard Walshaw, AP      
P/C Leon Warshaw, S 
P/Lt/C Alfred C. Burmeister, SN      
P/Lt/C Michael Wedge, AP 
P/C Edward J. Fisch, SN       
P/C Richard N. Winston, SN     
Lt David Hoffman, N                      
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S 
P/C Demetri Lignos, SN  

 

Member Emeritus of the Xcom: P/D/Lt/C Michael J. Kovalcin, SN 
Xcom Parliamentarian P/C Wilhelm Andersen, AP   

 
TRUSTEES                              NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
P/Lt/C Joseph Barnette, SN  2021                   P/C Chris Messenger, AP                          2022  
P/Lt/C Gary Wells, P            2022                             P/C Richard Winston, SN (Chair)    2021             
P/D/C Howard Levine, SN     2020                   P/Lt/C Sylvia Wedge, AP                      2020 
Michael P. Scahill, AP           2019 
Franklin Tugwell                   2021 
William R. Clarkson, P         2020  
 
 
AUDITING COMMITTEE                     RULES COMMITTEE 
P/C William R. Boos, N (Chair)     2020                                          D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S 
P/Lt/C Jerry Kuskin, P                  2020               P/C Demetri Lignos, SN (Chair)     2021 
Robert S. Clark                           2021               P/C William R Boos, N                  2021 
                                     P/C Wilhelm Andersen, AP             2021 
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By shopping at Amazon you can automati-
cally donate 0.5% of the purchase price of 
nearly everything you buy to the Squadron. 
It’s very simple. Rather than going to Ama-
zon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s real-
ly the same website, but when you buy 
through AmazonSmile you are automatical-
ly making a charitable donation.  
 
 

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

$$$$$$ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing to thank Ginny Andersen, Joe Andrade. Sandy 
Boos, Susan Lomastro, and Eileen McClelland for all 
their letter writing and phone calls to gather donations 
for the Thanksgiving Feast, live and silent auctions, and 
the upcoming December Treasure Chest Raffle. A big 
thank you to our auctioneer extraordinaire Howard Lev-
ine. To those who donated items we thank you – Boos – 
Picnic Cooler, Roxanne Fox – Glenlivet 18, Gwen Ja-
cobs – knitted throw, Peter Roth – framed collage, Sandy 
Tugwell – two handcrafted tote bags, The Wedges – art 
glass wine cooler, and Joan Zacchini – Christmas basket. 
A big thank you to our XO Barbara Wolfe for all her 
guidance and help.  
 
Thank you all for making our fundraisers successful.   
 
          Lt Carol Holmes, AP Fundraising Chair 
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  
2814 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, FL. 34239 

PAN PAN 

RED TIDE 
SARASOTA — A patchy bloom of Florida red tide offshore from Southwest Florida — which has caused sporadic fish 
kills from Siesta Beach to Englewood — is on the move again. Beachgoers near Venice have reported some respiratory 
irritation, but it has not been as irritating in coastal communities north of Manasota Key. 

The Beach Conditions Reporting Systems, a daily water and air quality report conducted by trained volunteers, reports 
no respiratory problems and mostly clear water at seven beaches from Anna Maria Island to Venice Beach. However, 
amounts were high enough for the National Weather Service to issue a beach hazards statement for coastal Sarasota 
beach patrons of possible breathing problems because of the presence of red tide. 

Red tide has had a strong foothold from Marco Island to Charlotte Harbor since late September and crept into the Ven-
ice area about a month ago. 

The current red tide is not nearly as strong as the 2017-2019 episode that ended in February, which killed hundreds of 
Florida’s adored sea turtles, dolphins and manatees. 

The state wildlife agency’s red tide status update for Nov. 15 said cells were found at background amounts in and/or 
offshore from Manatee County, background to high in Sarasota County, very low to high in Charlotte County, back-
ground to high in Lee County, and very low to high offshore from Collier County. 

Bloom conditions have been reported near Siesta Beach and Venice in Sarasota County.  

You can’t cross the 
sea merely by  

staring at the water. 

16 


