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GROUNDHOG DAY Feb. 2 
 
The celebration of Groundhog Day 
came to America along with immi-
grants from Great Britain and Germa-
ny. The tradition can be traced to ear-
ly Christians in Europe, when a 
hedgehog was said to look for his 
shadow on Candlemas Day.  
 
What you might not know is that 
Groundhog Day is really an astro-
nomical holiday. 
 
It’s an event that takes place in 
Earth’s orbit around the sun, as we 
move between the solstices and equi-
noxes. In other words, Groundhog 
Day falls more or less midway be-
tween the December solstice and the 
March equinox. Each cross-quarter 
day (Celtic: year was divided into 
four major sections, each beginning 
with a quarter day. Each section was 
divided in half, creating four cross-
quarter days, and various traditions 
celebrate various holidays at this 
time. February 2 is the year’s first 
cross-quarter day. 
 
Of course, the division of the year 
into segments is common to many 
cultures. Our ancestors were more 
aware of the sun’s movements across 
the sky than we are, since their plant-
ings and harvests depended on it. 

If Candlemas Day be fair and bright, winter will have another 
flight. But if it be dark with clouds and rain, winter is gone and 

will not come again.      Old English Saying Source unknown 
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR/CLASSES 

 
SPSS LUNCHEONS 

 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
 

Registration from 1100 - 1120       $18.00 per person 

No reservation needed!   
 

If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please get 
your fruit ticket with your luncheon choice when registering.    

 
  7 John M. Ryan- Environmental Manager, Storm   

water for Sara. County, The Bay & Red Tide 
14 Dr. Howard Levine—Nautical Sayings You Need 

to know   
21 David Houle—Prominent Futurist (See following 

page) 
28 Rick Piccolo—Director, SRQ Airport   

 
Luncheons are every Thursday except as noted 

                                 
 

 

 LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 

Kayaking Snook Haven Park, Venice, FL  
 

Coming in March, 2019. Back by popular demand! This will be our 5th kayak trip to Snook Haven. We have 
always had great participation and a wonderful time at this location.  
 
Snook Haven is a beautiful place to relax and enjoy a slice 
of “Old Florida”. With access to the wild Myakka River, 
you are likely to see alligators, turtles, osprey, and many 
other birds.  
 
Final date, time and terms still in the works. Check our 
web site or Facebook page.  
 
Please contact Joe Andrade whether you’ll be bringing 
your own kayak or need to rent a kayak.   
 
joeandrade19@comcast.net. Phone 413-219-8429.  
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COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

 
 
My first article as Commander of the finest Squadron in Dis-
trict 22.  Who would have thought that this would occur so 
soon?   
 
I spent the first seven months and 14 days of 2018, trying to 
learn the duties of the Administrative Officer, was just getting 
comfortable in that position when circumstances moved me 

into the position of Executive Officer.  I spent 4 months and 16 days as Execu-
tive Officer trying to absorb all I could from our Commander to learn my new 
duties.  
 
More than likely I will make more than one mistake and more than likely anger 
some of my Squadron mates.  Tactful I am not. Definitely not very politically 
minded either.  It is going to be an exciting year, I am looking forward to it. 
 
One of the positive notes for 2018 was the renovation of the Squadron HQ.  We 
celebrated that opening on 10 August 2018 and a fine celebration it was. We rec-
ognized Gary Wells and Leon Warshaw for a job well done.  On a negative side, 
we ended the year 2018 with a 31.4% attrition rate, not a positive sign for sure.  
We have one of the best Membership Committees in District 22. We can rake 
them in, but retaining the new members is a problem. The Membership Survey 
conducted by Lt/C Rick Laprad last year provided some very valuable input into 
how we might retain members.  The majority of new members and present mem-
bers want more boating activities, so more boating activities it shall be.   
 
There was also an indicator that members wanted more activities at the Squadron 
HQ, game nights, town hall meetings, cookouts, etc.  We shall endeavor to pro-
vide those activities. 
 
By nature I tend to keep things short, my article is an indication of that.  So that 
being said, one last comment. 
 
Your Squadron Bridge has been reconstituted for 2019.  I ask for your patience 
and I ask for your support. Let’s make 2019 a year to remember for the Sarasota 
Power and Sail Squadron. 
 
                       Cdr Chris Messenger, AP 
 

 
SPECIAL NOTICE 

 
Our speaker scheduled for February 21, 2019 is the internationally renowned 
futurist, David Houle. He has keynoted hundreds of conferences, spoken to cor-
porate retreats in the U.S. and internationally and to CEOs around the world, 
including six continents and 14 countries in the last eight years. 
  
All speeches deal with mega concepts that provoke audiences to think about the 
future and what may lie ahead. He has won a “Speaker of the Year” award from 
Vistage International, the world’s largest CEO organization.  He has been called 
“the CEOs futurist” America’s Leading Futurists” and one of the foremost futur-
ists in the world today.  He is also the co-founder of the new global non-profit 
organization, This Spaceship Earth.  
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  I never expected to be writing this 
column. I served as your Assistant 
Treasurer and Treasurer for five 
years and thought that I was ready to 
retire from that post and move on to 
something else. It wasn’t until the 
tragic events of this past August did I 
think that I’d be XO and in line to be 
your next Commander. But often 
events happen to us, rather than our 
controlling the events. 
 
There’s a lot of new things to think 
about when you become XO. What 

goals do I want to achieve this year? Can I make a positive 
difference to the Squadron? Can I motivate members to volun-
teer, to join in the work and the fun? What exactly is the XO 
expected to do? Can I help the Commander accomplish his 
goals? And, of course, where am I going to have my Change of 
Watch, what’s going to be my Commander’s Cruise? No easy 
answers. 

 
At this time I’d like to thank all those who have volunteered 

to be on the XO’s committees, and especially those who have 
agreed to Chair those committees. The Chairs are: 

 
Jose Garnham, SN Chair of Co-Op Charting 
P/C Richard Winston, SN Vessel Safety Check 
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S Public Relations 
Lt Carol Holmes, AP Fund Raising 
P/D/C Howard Levine, SN and Lt Peter Roth, JN 

Co-Chairs of the Safety Committee 
 

I have several volunteers on the Boat Show Committee and 
the Speaker’s Bureau, but I could surely use a Chair for those 
committees. We will not be participating in the boat show at 
Marina Jack this year. From prior years we’ve learned that it 
was too expensive and too much work for too little reward. But 
there are several events in Sarasota during the year that are 
much less expensive, only last a few hours, and where our par-
ticipation would be worthwhile. That’s why I need a Chair for 
that committee—to find those events, bring them to the atten-
tion of the Bridge and arrange for a few members to attend. 

 
The Speaker’s Bureau can and should be in active partner-

ship with Membership to get the word out to local organiza-
tions about who and what the Squadron is about. This Commit-
tee can be a vital link to the public for us. I would like to see us 
schedule at least one talk a month. There is a current Power 
Point presentation which only needs a little work to be made 
current. Please call me if you’re interested in this committee—
you might not even have to get up and speak, just set up the 
appointments and arrange for one or two of our speakers to be 
there. 

 And a most special thank you to three past Commanders 
who have agreed to be my Aides:  

 
P/C Bill Boos, N 
P/D/C Susan Lomastro, AP 
P/C Richard Winston, SN 

And, as a reminder, please reduce your usage of single use 
plastic. 
             Lt/C Barbara Wolfe, P 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 
PAN PAN: Meaning and Usage 

 
We have all heard the term. But what does it really mean 
and how is it properly used? 
 
The radiotelephony message PAN-PAN is the interna-
tional standard urgency signal that someone aboard a 
boat, ship, aircraft, or other vehicle uses to declare that 
they have a situation that is urgent, but for the time being, 
does not pose an immediate danger to anyone's life or to 
the vessel itself. This is referred to as a state of urgency. 
This is distinct from a mayday call (distress signal), 
which means that there is imminent danger to life or to 
the continued viability of the vessel itself. Radioing pan-
pan informs potential rescuers (including emergency ser-
vices and other craft in the area) that an urgent problem 
exists, whereas mayday calls on them to drop all other 
activities and immediately begin a rescue. 
 
To declare pan-pan correctly, the caller repeats it three 
times: "Pan-pan, pan-pan, pan-pan," then states the in-
tended recipient, either "all stations, all stations, all sta-
tions," or a specific station, e.g. "Victoria Coast Guard 
Radio, Victoria Coast Guard Radio, Victoria Coast Guard 
Radio." Then the caller states their craft's identification, 
position, nature of the problem, and the type of assistance 
or advice they require, if any.  
 
Once the urgent situation that led to the pan-pan broad-
cast is resolved or contended with, conventional practice 
is for the station that initiated the pan-pan call to make a 
follow up broadcast to all stations, declaring that the ur-
gent situation no longer exists. 
 
A call that originates as a "pan-pan" signal might be fol-
lowed by a Mayday distress signal if the situation deterio-
rates to the point of "grave and imminent danger," thus 
warranting immediate action (intervention, assistance, 
response) on the part of listeners in accordance with 
standard operating practices for distress signaling. 
 
Examples of the correct use of a "pan-pan" call from a 
boat or ship may include the following cases, provided 
the skipper or master remains confident they can handle 
the situation, and that there is no current danger to the life 
of any person or to the safety of the vessel.  
 

 Fouled propeller, engine failure or out of fuel 
 

Provided the vessel is now either anchored or under sail 
and safe from any immediate danger of collision or 
stranding. The crew may plan to clear the propeller, refu-
el from an onboard supply, hoist sail, or use alternative 
propulsion. Alternatively, as part of the pan-pan call, the 
skipper may request a tow from a suitable vessel, if possi-
ble, but without immediate urgency. 

(continued on following page) 
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ADMIN OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 
Well! It’s hard to believe another year 
has come and gone. I hope you are hard 
at work on all your resolutions.   
  
Some of our events for the coming 
month: 
 
 

Kayak Trip – March – More details to be announced 
2019 Commanders Cruise To Cube – 2/14-21/2019 

 
We are having a CPR Course March 2, 2019 at the 
Squadron and it is already full. So, if you’re interested in 
taking this course in the future, please let us know. 
 
Join us to improve your boating education: 

America’s Boating Course – February 4, 2019 
Marine Communication Systems at the Squadron 

February 12, 2019 
 
Just some interesting general information for the 
readers: 
 
Just read this and remember how long ago this was and 

how it relates to today! 
 

"We have become great because of the lavish use 
of our resources. But the time has come to inquire seri-
ously what will happen when our forests are gone, 
when the coal, the iron, the oil, and the gas are exhaust-
ed, when the soils have still further impoverished and 
washed into the streams, polluting the rivers, denuding 
the fields and obstructing navigation." Teddy Roosevelt 

 
Anyone born on or after January 1, 1988, who oper-

ates a vessel powered by 10 horsepower or more must 
pass an approved boater safety course and have in his/her 
possession photographic identification and a boating 
safety education identification card. 
 
If you’re planning a boating vacation this year, be sure to 
explore these destinations, known as having the best 
boating in Florida: 

 
Jacksonville/St. Augustine 

Fort Lauderdale/Miami 
The Florida Keys and Key West 

Tampa/St. Petersburg 
Pensacola/Fort Walton Beach/Destin 

 
 
Our website provides all our events: click and see!   
Sarasota-boating.org 
 
 
              Lt/C Roxanne Fox, S 

PAN PAN (CONTINUED FROM PRIOR PAGE) 
 

 Small fire on board—now extinguished 
 

Fire is dangerous afloat, but if it was small and con-
tained, and is now certainly put out, and with no injury 
to people, then a "pan-pan" call is appropriate to warn 
others that investigations are underway to establish the 
extent of the damage, clear the smoke from below, and 
re-establish passage as soon as possible. 
 
 Unsure of position 

 
Provided there is no apparent danger of stranding or 
hitting rocks, a pan-pan call on marine VHF radio may 
allow nearby coast-stations, and perhaps other vessels to 
triangulate the source of the transmissions and provide a 
fix and perhaps advice on the best course to safety. 
 
 Man-overboard recovery 

 
If safely recovering a person overboard, a pan-pan call 
on VHF makes other nearby vessels aware of the situa-
tion and ensures that they keep a lookout, avoid coming 
too close, avoid excessive wake or otherwise interfer-
ing. It also alerts them that the recovery vessel is ma-
neuvering for urgent life-saving, and therefore may not 
maneuver in accordance with International Regulations 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS). In a more 
critical situation—the recovery vessel has lost sight of 
the person overboard, the person overboard is uncon-
scious, there is a danger of hypothermia, or other grave 
risk to life—a mayday call is more appropriate, so that 
other nearby vessels can help rather than keep clear. 

 Overdue vessel 
 

The Canadian and U.S. Coast Guards (and likely similar 
maritime safety agencies in other countries issue "urgent 
marine information broadcasts" concerning vessels re-
ported overdue, as part of the process of a 
'communications search' or 'pre-com' phase of uncertain, 
possible distress, as determined under the authority of a 
maritime rescue co-ordination center or joint maritime-
aeronautical rescue co-ordination center. The message 
content, a description of the vessel suspected of being 
missing, its last known position, the date or time last 
heard from, and the supposed route or passage plan of 
the vessel, is preceded by the procedure words pan-pan 
and is addressed to "all stations." Any stations having 
information concerning the whereabouts of the named 
vessel are asked to communicate with and report same 
to the nearest coast guard station. 
 

(continued on back page) 
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If it’s Thursday, its Sarasota Power & Sail Luncheon at Marina Jack.  
Gathering weekly in the private dining room upstairs at Marina Jack restaurant 
with wrap around windows looking out over beautiful Sarasota Bay, Members 
and their guests enjoy a full course, served luncheon with three choices of en-
tree, beverage and a dessert of pastry or fruit. All of this comes with open seat-
ing camaraderie and a guest speaker sure to be of interest to everyone. Reserva-
tions are not required but be there by 11:20! Free Valet Parking. 

Sarasota Vice-Mayor 
 

Ms. Jen Ahearn Koch 
 

Luncheon Guest Speaker 
With 

Commander Susan Lomastro, AP 
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WHAT MOVES YOUR BOAT! 
All you need to know about your propeller—Part 1 

(Excerpted from Propellers By Capt. Vincent Daniello  January 18, 2017 Boating Magazine) 
 
Years after the space race, propeller design remained a sea-trial-and-error endeavor: haul, tweak the props, relaunch, sea
-trial, repeat. Finally, the U.S. Navy paid the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to predict propeller performance 
using a computer.  
 
The resulting 3-D computer models let Navy experts alter and analyze blade skew, rake, chord length 
and camber to maximize ship speed while minimizing noise. After the Cold War, those Navy/MIT 
propeller design tools became available to the private sector and, within the past 10 years, once-top-
secret designs have made it to off-the-shelf production props for inboard boats as small as 35 feet. 
Will a set of high-tech props increase your boat’s speed or economy, get it on plane faster, or even 
make it handle better?  
 
 “A propeller is really just a set of rotating wings,” says Greg Platzer, who headed the surface ship 
propeller group for the U.S. Navy through the latter part of the Cold War. Platzer’s team curved pro-
peller blades like airplane wings. This spread the load across the entire propeller, maximizing efficiency, minimizing 
cavitation and producing quieter props that were harder for enemy submarines to detect. Now a civilian, Platzer designs 
custom propellers for large yachts. “On yachts, we’re using the same principles for different reasons,” he says, citing 
props that deliver 5 to 10 percent increases in fuel efficiency and/or speed while cutting vibration by up to 75 percent. 
 
Improving Propeller Efficiency 
 
3-D propeller models allow experts to analyze the performance of different shaped propellers to maximize the potential 
to enhance speed and economy. 
 “A 30-knot [34.5 mph] boat that has steep shaft angles is an ideal candidate,” says Jimmie Harrison, president of Frank 
& Jimmie’s Propeller in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. “We’d expect to see a knot or two more speed at top end with the 
correct foil-shaped prop blades.” 
 
That’s not to say new props won’t do anything for slower boats, but there are more variables. “On a boat cruising 
around 18 knots [20.7 mph], where it’s just on plane, the right propeller design can mean a world of difference — may-
be a 5-knot [5.7 mph] gain,” says naval architect Kevin Mitchell of Michigan Wheel Marine. Mitchell says diesel-
powered boats over 40 feet using at least a 2-to-1 gear reduction typically benefit most. “In gas boats, with smaller-
diameter props turning close to engine rpm, the best design might be that traditional flat-faced prop with some cup on 
the trailing edge of the blade,” he says. 
 
As engine horsepower increased over the past decade, ideal prop diameter for a given boat model typically increased as 
well. But since boatbuilders usually can’t change prop diameter on a venerable design, increased horsepower often 
leads to increasingly inefficient props. This holds true for boaters who have repowered as well. One solution to the co-
nundrum comes from advanced prop design. “The optimum diameter of a five-blade propeller is always going to be 
smaller than a four-blade, so we gain efficiency by increasing the number of blades,” Platzer says, adding for emphasis, 
“With an airfoil-shaped blade, we can increase blade camber to match increased horsepower.” 

Handling Benefits 

Additionally, boats that benefit from lowering trim tabs considerably at cruise rpm might see big gains from foil propel-
lers. That’s because the downward angle of propeller shafts on most inboard-powered planing powerboats helps propel-
lers lift the stern without the added drag of lowered tabs. Airfoil-shaped blades make it easier to produce lift efficiently.  

On the other hand, “If your engines aren’t putting out enough horsepower at the rpm where the boat is coming up on 
plane, there probably isn’t an advantage to foil-shaped props,” Harrison says, describing the classic diesel-turbo-lag sit-
uation. “That problem is often solved with less-efficient propellers that slip more at midrange rpm.” 

Plus, propeller blades raked aft increase stern lift by shifting the center of effort of that lift in relation to the fore-and-aft 
center of buoyancy of the boat. (Yep, inches matter at thousands of rpm.) But the reverse is also true: Blades raked for-
ward or designed for less propeller lift might balance a boat. Often, handling problems, like a boat that tends to stuff its 
bow into following seas, can be mitigated.  See Part 2 in the South Wind March 2019 edition 
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From the Editor 
 
America’s Boating Club, the Sara-
sota Power & Sail Squadron: what 
are we all about? Teaching, learning 
and practicing safe boating. With the 
help of our National organization, 
our teaching is the best one can find. With the help of our 
fully trained volunteer instructors, our students are learn-
ing what they need to know. But in terms of practicing 
these skills, SPSS needs to do better. Red tide has re-
strained us but is now much improved. The cool weather 
of the moment will soon yield to the 70s and 80s. We 
need to get out on the water!  
We need to get together and boat together. Just before we 
go to press, a special committee will meet to discuss and 
plan new and exciting on the water events. Once an-
nounced, it will be up to our boating members to raise 
the sails, start the engines and participate. For those 
members who do not have boats, come ride along with 
those who do. Sign up for the Ride Along group by 
emailing rwolfe34240@gmail.com, subject: Ride Along. 
Have an idea for an on the water get together? You can 
email Lt. David Hoffman, N, djhoffman55@msn.com. 
 
                  -Ed. 

 
 
 
SEARCHING FOR South Wind 
 
This monthly publication is looking for columnists, writers, reporters, ad sales and other per-
sonnel willing to take on assignments and display their craft periodically. Must be willing to 
work long hours for low pay and with little recognition. The South Wind is distributed to our 
over 350 members and to squadrons throughout District 22. All published works are filed 

neatly in the Squadron library where they will be maintained for generations to come. Contact D/Lt Robert 
Wolfe, S at rlsouthwind@gmail.com. 
 
You see, the "Let George do it" just won’t do it, so we NEED YOU! 
 

 

           Chaplain’s Corner           
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

"Challenges make you discover things about yourself 
that you never really knew. They're what make the 
instrument stretch - what makes you go beyond the 

norm." 
     

-----Cicely Tyson---- 

 

            
           P/D/C Robert D. Barber, SN        
                        SPSS Chaplain 

mailto:rwolfe34240@gmail.com
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By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you 
buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than go-
ing to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s real-
ly the same website, but when you buy through Ama-
zonSmile you are automatically making a charitable 
donation.  
 

Once you’re on the AmazonSmile page you’ll see the 
word Supporting in the upper left. It is there that you 
have to enter our name. Since nearly a million charities 
participate it’s important that you choose us. Therefore, 
enter united states power squadron sarasota. Adding 
Sarasota is very important, because many, many, many 
other Squadrons already participate. We will pop up 
and all you have to do is hit the Select button and from 
then on whenever you go to AmazonSmile and pur-
chase something, we get a little something too! The 
important thing to remember going forward is to shop 
through the AmazonSmile.com website and not just 
Amazon.  

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

$$$$$$ 
 

 

 

 
 
Jo-Ann Pack – Jo-Ann lives on Longboat Key and 

signed up at the first night of the Piloting Class.  She and 

her husband Frank own a 27’ Power Boat. 

 
 
 
P/C Ed Fisch, SN, Membership Co-Chair 
Lt Bud Lomastro S, Membership Co-Chair  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

DOCKING MUSTS 
1) Know which side of your boat will be next to the 

dock. 
2) Have your lines and fenders set: Make sure to se-

cure the ends of the docking lines to the appropri-
ate boat cleats. 

3) If you do not like the situation, tell the dock crew 
and opt for a different berth. 

4) Do a complete stop some distance away from the 
pier. After doing a complete stop, see whether your 
boat starts to move. Determine how fast and in 
what direction the current and the wind cause it to 
move. Allow for this when moving closer to the 
dock. 

5) Keep your boat’s speed down by shifting into neu-
tral and briefly into forward or reverse as needed. 
By moving slowly, you will have better control 
going forward. 

6) Use longer docking lines. The first line that you 
hand to the dock person should be the bow spring 
LINE 

Compass 2-19, originally Nobscot Sail & Power Squad-
ron/12.  
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SPSS BRIEF PRE-DOCKING CHECK LIST 
 

1. Know which side of your boat will be next to the dock. 

2. Have your lines and fenders set: Make sure to secure the ends of the 

docking lines to the appropriate boat cleats. 

3. If you do not like the situation, tell the dock crew and opt for a dif-

ferent berth. 

4. Do a complete stop some distance away from the pier. After doing a 

complete stop, see whether your boat starts to move. Determine 

how fast and in what direction the current and the wind cause it to 

move. Allow for this when moving closer to the dock. 

5. Keep your boat’s speed down by shifting into neutral and briefly in-

to forward or reverse as needed. By moving slowly, you will have 

better control going forward. 

6. Use longer docking lines. The first line that you hand to the dock 

person should be the bow spring line. 

Cut out the above box and paste it to a cardboard or have it laminated. Bring it on board 
with your go bag and have it handy whenever you arrive at your destination. Aircraft pilots 
use a small clip board strapped to a knee to hold check lists and reminders. Be prepared. 
Stay alert. Be ready. 
 
Thanks to Compass  2-19, originally Nobscot Sail & Power Squadron/12  
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Kayaking Robinson Preserve 
Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron 

Saturday, February 09, 2019 

 
 

Event Capt: Ed Fisch,  Trip Leader – Joe Andrade 
Place: Robinson Preserve – 9800 Manatee Ave. West Bradenton, FL  34209. On causeway – look for 
the Suferbus. 
Time:  Be at the launch by 9:30 am 
Trip Description:  This is our second kayak trip of the season and it has been very popular.  We 
head to the tower shown above, pull out, climb tower if you wish which affords great vistas of area 
and then we return to the start.  A very relaxing couple hour fun trip. 
Directions: From I-75, take exit 220B and head west towards Bradenton.  Continue through 
Bradenton and the Suferbus is on the north (right) side of the Palma Sola Causeway. 
Lunch:  Seafood Shack 
               4110 127th St W                                                      
               Cortez, FL  34215                                                                                                                                                       

               941-794-1235  
                                                                                                         
From launch, go east to 75th St W and turn right.                                                   
Then turn right again on Cortez Rd W. Continue  
and restaurant is on your right just before the bridge 
                                                                                                                     
 
Kayak Rentals are available directly thought the 
SUFERBUS https://surferbus.webconnex.com/reserve.  In the box labeled Promo Code put in 
powersquad. This will give you a 20% discount and bring the price to about $25.50/person. If you 
make reservations or are bringing your own kayak, please contact Ed Fisch at Edcar2@aol.com (H-
941-923-5277, C-941-735-8823) to be added to the event sheet.  
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DB2000 Training Seminar 

Held in Sarasota - Led by R/C Connie Beckman, SN 

For all Interested USPS Members 

Presented by District 22  

Saturday, 23 March, 2019 

Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron Building 
2814 Hyde Park Street, Sarasota, FL 34239-3227 

Registration at 0930 - Program is 1000 thru 1500 

Bring your Laptops & please arrive at 0930 if you need to download DB2000 

No charge for the Seminar / Lunch $5.00 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Registration deadline is Tuesday, 19 March.  Please no cancellations after that date.  
 
 
Please RSVP to: District Secretary George Musco at GJMCLM@COMCAST.NET or call 941-391-

2512 or mail this portion to D/Lt/C George Musco, 431 Gaspar Key Lane, Punta Gorda, FL 

33955.  

Lunch may be paid at the door by Cash or a Check made out to D22. 

 

Name__________________________________________________Cert#___________________ 

Name__________________________________________________Cert#___________________ 

Squadron______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:______________________E-mail:____________________________________________ 
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Officer Training Class 

Held in Sarasota - Led by R/C Connie Beckman, SN 

Presented by District 22  

Saturday, 9 March, 2019 

Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron Building 
2814 Hyde Park Street, Sarasota, FL 34239-3227 

We recommend that ALL incoming Squadron Commanders, Executive Officers, 

Educational Officers, Administrative Officers,  

Treasurers and Secretaries should take this course. 

“Qualifies for Operations Training” 

This Seminar is recommended, whether this is your first or repeating tenure on the Bridge, as 

there is always new information. 

Registration at 0930 - Program is 1000 thru 1500 

No charge for the Class / Lunch $5.00 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Registration deadline is Tuesday, 5 March.  Please no cancellations after that date.  
 

RSVP to: District Secretary George Musco at GJMCLM@COMCAST.NET or call 941-391-2512 or 

mail this portion to D/Lt/C George Musco, 431 Gaspar Key Lane, Punta Gorda, FL 33955.  

Lunch may be paid at the door by Cash or a Check made out to D22. 
 

Name:__________________________________________________Cert#__________________ 

Name:__________________________________________________Cert#__________________ 

Squadron and Officer Position:_____________________________________________________ 

Phone:______________________E-mail:____________________________________________ 
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  
2814 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, FL. 34239 

PAN PAN 
 

 

“An investment in 
knowledge always pays 
the best interest,” (Poor 

Richard's Almanack)  

Pan Pan Begins on page 4 
 

 Imminent collision alert 
 

A pan-pan call is warranted to attempt urgent radio contact with an approaching vessel that may be in danger or is ap-
proaching a dangerous close-quarters situation that would risk collision. This would be a 'bridge-to-bridge' communica-
tion, and could be combined with five or more short horn or whistle blasts, which is the "Your intentions are unclear or 
not understood" signal. A short blast is 1 second long, compared to a prolonged blast of 5 seconds under the COLREGS. 
An urgent warning could also be given over the radio, for example, if the called vessel appears unaware that it is at risk 
of striking a person in a small boat or a swimmer. A loud hailer could also be used along with a radio warning. 
 
 Medical assistance 

 
An immediate risk to life makes a "mayday" call more appropriate. If 
the vessel is heading to shore and wants an ambulance crew at the dock, 
the local Coast Guard station can arrange this. A doctor or other trained 
medical advisor may also be available on the radio, perhaps by patching 
through via telephone from ashore or from a nearby vessel. 

(Thanks to Wikipedia and RYA UK) 


