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JANUARY CALENDAR/CLASSES 

 
SPSS LUNCHEONS 

 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
 

Registration from 1100 - 1120       $18.00 per person 

No reservation needed!   
 

If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please get 
your fruit ticket with your luncheon choice when registering.    

 
   

Luncheons are every Thursday except as noted 
                                 

1/2  No LUNCH  
1/9  Terri Holsinger from Friendship Force Sarasota  

Forging friendships in support of global unity  
1/16  Danny Moroney President and CEO of Hope 

Fleet,  currently rescue operations for Bahamas 
after hurricane  

1/23  Mike Halpin from Sarasota K9 Search & Rescue 
1/30  Marjorie Broughton, Executive Director of 

Meals on Wheels  

 

 LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 

YOUR NEXT BOAT 
Tired of the old cruiser, sick of repairing the jib sail, bored with looking at the coast line or the 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico? Perhaps what you need is a new boat. Remember the rush when 
you first picked up that first vessel? Well, South Wind has just the boat for you.  Built by Ital-
ian-based naval architect Elena Nappi, this little number is just what you need to stimulate 
those boating urges, above and below the surface.   
 
Known as the "Carapace," it submerges to a depth of 985 feet for up to 10 days at a time, of-
fering amazing views of marine life. Nappi says it represents a "new class of mega yachts," 
bringing together the coziness of luxury yachts and the "privacy" of immersion navigation.  
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See us on: 

 

 

SOUTH WIND 
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COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

 
I trust that all enjoyed the holiday season with family and 
friends.   
 
What a contrast to where I came from: freezing weather, often 
snow, to the land of sunshine and palm trees.  One of the best 
things that Mary and I did was to move to Florida.  The second 
best thing was becoming members of the Sarasota Power and 
Sail Squadron.  We have made so many friends, we consider it 

our Florida family.    
 
It seems like yesterday when I had my Change of Watch and became the Com-
mander of the Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron.  I was very fortunate to have a 
great Bridge.  We accomplished a lot: education classes at the Sarasota Military 
Academy, the upcoming education classes at New College and last but not least 
the Jump Start Program.  It was a challenge. There were some, how would I say 
it, “interesting” discussions for sure. Being such a diverse group, interesting dis-
cussions can be expected. That being said it is time for me to step down and wel-
come in our new commander, Barbara Wolfe.  Congratulations Barbara! 
 
I encourage you all to attend the National Change of Watch in Pointe Verde.  
This COW is historical for the United States Power Squadron, America’s Boat-
ing Club. I encourage you to attend. One of our own in District 22 becomes the 
new chief.  The first female chief I may add!  Show your support for Mary Paige 
Abbott. 
 
Enough said, thank you all for your support, it was a pleasure to serve as your 
Commander. 
 
                       Cdr Chris Messenger, AP 
 

 
Steering is simple, right?  

 
It’s a beautiful day on the Bay, with a slight breeze and a light chop, perfect to 
try out that new 24 foot bowrider you just picked up from the dealer. Comforta-
ble for having completed America’s Boating Club ABC and the Seamanship 
course and having loved the two hours of one-on-one Jump Start training, its 
time to set out on your own. You ease the throttle into forward thrust and gently 
turn the wheel to starboard..nothing. A bit more to starboard. Still nothing. By 
now you are well into the bay and headed for one of its ubiquitous sand bars. 
Hard  port…hard starboard. No steering at all.  
 
It has often been said that you don’t really own something until it has been re-
paired at least once. (It may have been the service guy at the local marina.) But 
with a few hints and a bit of luck you can still avoid Sea Tow. 
 
Of course if you have two engines and they are both functional, you can always 
nudge your boat home with careful use of alternate thrust. Want to make a turn 
starboard? Engage the port engine and leave the starboard--side gear in neutral. 
For a sharper turn, you can reverse the engine on the same side as the turn, but 
only at slow speeds. Then just wiggle your way home. 
 
Continued on Page 4 
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It’s 2020. Are you as taken aback 
by that fact as I am? For nearly a 
year now I have been preparing to 
be your Commander. I never ex-
pected to take on that position. I 
thought that I would remain as 
Treasurer for a few more years 
and then move on to other things. 
However, the passing of Sharon 
and Rick brought unexpected 
changes to the order of accession, 
and when offered I accepted the 

position of Executive Officer, knowing that meant being 
Commander for the 2020 Watch Year. 
  
I am excited about the year ahead, and with your help, it 
should be a good year for the America’s Boating Club of 
Sarasota. In October we joined the Jump Start Program 
which has been very well received, and I think will prove 
to be a major asset of our Squadron. At my Change of 
Watch I am going to announce another new program that 
I’m calling Back Onboard. It is a members only program 
for those who have completed Seamanship (Boat Han-
dling). I think it will be an exciting program for both 
those who have not yet bought a boat, and for those who 
have given up their boats. The specific details will be 
revealed in February.  
 
I’m asking for your help in this coming year so that even 
without an Administrative Officer (AO) we can continue 
to have a full slate of events that bring us together in joy 
and companionship. Please contact me with your desire 
to help.  
 
I have other plans and ideas which will become known as 
we move through this new year. But today I want to wish 
you all a  
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 
                 Lt/C Barbara Wolfe, P 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 
Hello, 
 
My name is Robert Wolfe. Shortly, I plan to change my 
name to Bud Lomastro II, husband of the Commander. I 
readily admit that this is merely an aspiration. Not the 
husband part, but the Lomastro part. Surely no Squadron 
First Husband could possibly do and accomplish all that 
Bud did for us during his 2 turns as First Husband. But 
as aspirations go, you can’t do better than Bud. So, Bud, 
thanks for being such a great role model. Now lets see 
how bad I can screw this up! 
 
           D/LT Robert Wolfe, S 

Steering, continued from page 3 
 
Now if you decided that a single engine was all you 
would ever need for the intercoastal, it’s a bit more diffi-
cult.  
 
But, with forethought, skippers of single-engine craft can 
devise ways to create drag on alternating sides of the 
boat that will induce a turn. At a moderate speed, a pad-
dle, or even a landing net, can be held alongside the boat, 
perhaps braced by the leg of a crewmember straddling 
the gunwale (and wearing a life jacket...check insurance 
before attempting). In so doing, the boat will turn to the 
side on which the drag is applied.  
 
The same principle gets used when you deploy a sea an-
chor as a drogue to create drag and help steer the boat. 
With your steering system gone, you can tow a drag 
from one stern cleat and then the other. An actual sea 
anchor might prove easiest to use because these have a 
trip line that allows you to dump the water in the cone so 
you can more easily haul it in and move it to the opposite 
stern cleat as needed.  
 
Two notes: If using a bucket, don’t rely on the metal 
handle to hold up. It will pull out in short order. Instead, 
poke holes a few inches below the rim of your bucket 
and tie a bowline right through both holes. When you 
want to pull it in, shift to neutral and prepare for a 
workout. 
 
Further note: call Sea Tow. 
 
Thanks to Kevin Falvey of Boating magazine for un-
knowingly contributing to this highly edited piece. 
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ADMIN OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 
Happy New Year to you all!  I hope you 
celebrated the start of 2020 in good spir-
its with family and friends. 
 
2019 was quite a year for the Sarasota 
Squadron.  We had several great events 
for the membership and will continue 
with the New Year. 

 
I want to thank all the members that have contributed 
your time to help make our events a success. Thank you 
for being members that we can count on. 
 
Our Thursday luncheons at Marina Jack for January:  A 
Great Line-up! 
 
January 2, 2020 – No Lunch because of New Year 
January 9, 2020 – Terri Holsinger is from Friendship 
Force International of Sarasota.  Friendship Force is a 
non-profit cultural organization focused on promoting 
understanding, cultural education and citizen diplomacy 
through homestay journeys and personal friendships. He 
will tell us how to accomplish forging friendships in sup-
port of global unity. 
January 16, 2020 – Danny Moroney, President and CEO 
of Hope Fleet, currently rescue operations for Bahamas 
after hurricane. 
January 23, 2020 – Mike Halpin is from Sarasota K9 
Search & Rescue.  They work to find the lost and bring 
them home. 
January 30, 2020 – Marjorie Broughton is the Executive 
Director of Meals On Wheels. 
 
Our Game Nights and Pot Luck will continue for the New 
Year and the first one will be January 17, 2020.  They 
will continue to be every third Friday of the month. 
Please join us for a lot of fun and food. 
 
Our Kayaking Team has arranged several excellent trips.  
Our first trip will be January 18, 2020, starting at Jigg’s 
Landing.  Please contact Ed Fisch our Captain for this 
trip.  Flyers will be available at our Luncheons and 
Weekly Update. 
 
Please join us for all our wonderful events and get active!  
 
              Lt/C Roxanne Fox, S 

TURN THE KEY AND……. 
 
Boats depend upon batteries more so now than they ever 
did. In addition to their main function as an energy 
source to turn the starter motor and start the engines, bat-
teries run a host of accessories and onboard appliances. 
Use these tips to better care for your boat’s batteries. 
 
1. Clean terminals and the case with a paste made from 
baking soda to neutralize any acid. More than one bat-
tery has died because the grease and acid film across the 
case became conductible and connected the two termi-
nals. 
 
2. Fill cells of flooded electrolyte (“conventional” batter-
ies) with distilled water if they are empty or low. Tap 
water may contain minerals that can have a deleterious 
effect on the internal plates. Distilled water can be pur-
chased at a pharmacy — or sourced for free from your 
dehumidifier’s condensate collector tray. 
 
3. Make sure the positive terminal of the battery is cov-
ered. The most common way to achieve this is with a 
“boot” that can be purchased from retailers for a nominal 
amount. The boot prevents sparks and arcing and possi-
ble explosion if, for instance, a tool is dropped on it. This 
is why we recommend a boot on the positive terminal 
even if the battery is in a box with a cover: When you 
work on the battery, you will remove the cover. 
 
4. Lightly grease the battery terminal posts. Too much 
grease is bad because it increases resistance. We recom-
mend a dielectric grease, which is non-conductive. Many 
pros apply grease only after the connections are made. 
 
5. Mark your battery with a grease pencil or nail polish 
to record the date of installation. We also suggest keep-
ing a logbook. The factory date labels don’t last in the 
bilge or engine room environment. 
 
6. Secure it right: Batteries must be tied down tight. We 
prefer a box or bracket with threaded road and nuts to 
those webbed straps, but anything that meets the Ameri-
can Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC) spec of resisting 
75 pounds of force applied is OK. 
 
7. Swap out wing nuts on the terminals for nyloc nuts. 
These will not come loose and will ensure a robust con-
nection. Loose connections impair charging, hinder out-
put and increase resistance. 
 
8. Charge batteries fully to 13.4 volts for flooded electro-
lyte and 13 volts for absorbed glass mat (AGM) batteries 
like the Interstate Deep Cycle pictured at top. 
Myth Busters: It’s OK to store a battery on a concrete 
floor of a garage or basement. Old batteries had rubber 
cases that could become porous and allow some dis-
charge. Today’s battery cases are plastic, so this cannot 
happen. 
Boating Magazine, Kevin Falvey April 6, 2015  
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WINNER, 
RUNNER UP, 

Oh, well 

December is the month of fun time. And America’s Boating Club knows how 
to have fun. So there is a slight chill in the air and a jacket is called for even on 
Sarasota Bay. Still we go fishing and sailing and gather together to enjoy the 
season and one-another. And wherever there are Members, there need to be pic-
tures to remember. If you are not a member, here is just a taste of what you are 
missing. If you are a Member, maybe your picture is here! 

OUR ANNUAL 
ANGEL TREE  
Gifts For Kids 

 
BELOW: LUNCHEON  
SPEAKERS 
 
P/C Wilhelm Anderson: Norway Tour 
Melisa Lane: Ear Research Foundation 
Dr. Richard Walshaw: Veterinary Sur-
geon 
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Holiday Luncheon and Singalong 
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HOLIDAY 
LIGHTS 
TRAM 
TOUR 
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ANNUAL SQUADRON HOLIDAY PARTY 
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OOPS...WRONG PARTY 
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From the Editor and Staff to all of our 
Members and Readers:  
 

May you all have a healthy, happy 
and prosperous 

 

2020  
 
 
                

 

           Chaplain’s Corner           
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

            

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. 

The most certain way to succeed is al-

ways to try at least one more time.”  
 
                  Thomas A. Edison 

GOIN’ FISHING? 
Starting Jan. 1, 2020, several saltwater fishing regula-
tion changes will take effect including new rules on 
blackfin tuna and shortfin mako. 
 
Blackfin tuna 
Starting Jan. 1, 2020, the recreational limit for blackfin 
tuna will be two fish per person or 10 fish per vessel, 
whichever is greater, in state and federal waters off Florida. 
 
Learn more at MyFWC.com/Marine by clicking on “Recreational Regulations” 
and “Billfish, Tuna and Highly Migratory Species.” 
 
Shortfin mako 
Effective Jan. 1, 2020, the minimum size limit for recre-
ational harvest of shortfin mako will increase from 54 to 
83 inches fork length in Florida state waters. 
Shortfin mako is overfished and undergoing overfishing, 
and these measures are a part of ongoing international 
efforts to help rebuild the resource for a sustainable fish-
ery in the future.  
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By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you 
buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than go-
ing to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s real-
ly the same website, but when you buy through Ama-
zonSmile you are automatically making a charitable 
donation.  
 

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

$$$$$$ 
 

 

 

 
 
Gerald Letendre – Gerald is a cyber member trans-
ferred into SPSS.  He is a pharmacist employed full-
time. 
 

Borys Averbukh – Borys joined on the internet. Borys 
has already participated in our Jump Start program. 
 

Stephen and Eileen Eddy  – Stephen and Eileen are 

now permanent Florida residents and own a 23’ Key 

West center console boat. 

 
 
 
P/C Ed Fisch, SN, Membership Co-Chair 
Lt Bud Lomastro, S, Membership Co-Chair  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
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Kayaking Jiggs Landing 
Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron               
Saturday January 18, 2020 
Event Capt : Ed Fisch         
Trip leaders: Joe Andrade & Tim Ryan                                                           
  
Time: 9:30 AM 
 
Place: Jiggs Landing 
6106 63rd St. East 
Bradenton, FL 34203 
jiggslanding.com  
 
Trip Description:  The launch at Jiggs Landing is handicapped accessible.  You just 
slide into the water on a ramp and return the same way.  We will paddle up 
stream on the Braden River for about an hour and then return to the Landing.   
 
Directions: From I-75, take FL 70 W to Bradenton. In 1 1/4 miles turn left at 63rd 
St E (Braden River Road) and continue to where the road makes a 90 degree turn 
to the left which is Linger Lodge Rd.  Jiggs Landing is on the right at the turn. 
 
Lunch: Linger Lodge                                                                               
7205 85th St Court East 
Bradenton, FL 34202 
lingerlodge.com 
941-755-2757 
Keep on Linger Lodge Rd 3 more miles. 
 
 
 
Kayak Rentals – Kayak rentals are available on site.  Call 941-727-4181 to rent.     
Single - $35, Tandem - $45.   
Please contact Ed Fisch at Edcar2@aol.com or 941-735-8823 (cell) if you plan on 
coming.  We don’t want to launch without you.   

13 
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Thursday, January 2, 2020 
10:00am 
 Bridge Meeting 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 
9:30am 
 Mariner's Learning Center 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 
9:30am 
 EXCOM Monthly Meeting CO 

11:00am 
 Luncheon Marina Jack's - UPSTAIRS 

7:00pm 
 Advanced Marine Navigation 

Monday, January 13, 2020 
6:30pm 
 Marine Navigation 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 
7:00pm 
 Boat Handling 

7:00pm 
 Sail 

Saturday, January 18, 2020 
9:00am 
 Kayaking to Jiggs Landing 

Monday, January 20, 2020 
6:30pm 
 Marine Navigation 

Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
7:00pm 
 Boat Handling 

7:00pm 
 Sail 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020 
6:30pm 
 Small Boat Maneuvering Course 

Thursday, January 23, 2020 
11:00am 
 Luncheon Marina Jack's - UPSTAIRS 

7:00pm 
 Advanced Marine Navigation 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
5:00pm Bird Key Yacht Club 
 Change of Watch - Barbara Wolfe 

Monday, January 27, 2020 
6:30pm 
 Marine Navigation 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 
7:00pm 
 Boat Handling 

7:00pm 
 Sail 

Wednesday, January 29, 2020 
 Happy Birthday SPSS 

Thursday, January 30, 2020 
11:00am 
 Luncheon Marina Jack's - UPSTAIRS 

7:00pm 
 Advanced Marine Navigation 

DETAILED SCHEDULE 
OF  

ACTIVITIES  
 

January 2020 
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  
2814 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, FL. 34239 

PAN PAN 

SHARK! 

Helena, female 1,314.3 pounds. Spotted December 20, 2019, 12 feet 5 inches, off Marco Island 
 
Unama’ki 15.5 feet, 2076 pounds, female, off Cape Corral & Ft Meyers 
 
Nova, 11.6 feet, 1186 pounds, off Daytona Beach 
 
Nova was first tagged off Nova Scotia as part of Ocearch's North Atlantic White Shark Study, according to the group's 
Instagram. He was named after Nova Scotia.  

He that teaches  
himself, hath a fool 

for his master 
 

Ben Franklin 

See: https://www.ocearch.org/
tracker/?list=true  


