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By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you buy 
to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than going to 
Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s really the 
same website, but when you buy through AmazonSmile 
you are automatically making a charitable donation.  
 
 

 

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

$$$$$$ 

For the months of July and August, SPSS luncheons will only be held on the following dates: 
 

July 11 
July 25 

August 8 Aboard Marina Jack II 
Augst 22 

 
 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
 

Registration from 1100 - 1120       $18.00 per person 
No reservation needed!   

 
 

If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please get your fruit ticket  
with your luncheon choice when registering.    

 SPSS LUNCHEONS 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

JULY-AUG CALENDAR/CLASSES 

 
 
The official up to date calendar of classes and meetings 
for SPSS can found at the Squadron web site: 
 

https://sarasota-boating.org/spss-calendar/ 
 

A copy of the Calendar as of the date of publication 
can be found at Page 15. 
 
Attention Members: if you would prefer to have a 
listing rather than consult the calendar, please noti-
fy the editor at: RLSOUTHWIND@GMAIL.COM  
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Next Deadline: 
15 AUGUST 2019 

Send photos and articles to: 
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S at 

rlsouthwind@gmail.com 

 

COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

The Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron went through some 
difficult decisions in the month of June. We had both a lunch 
price change and a new luncheon schedule put into effect.  Let 
me give the background on how these two events occurred in 
the same week. 
 
If we look at the luncheons during the last two weeks of May 
and the first two weeks in June, we had in attendance: 
 
May 23 – 23 members 
May 30 – 25 members 
June   6 – 24 members 
June 13 – 20 members 
 

The Squadron guarantees Marina Jack payment for 30 luncheons.  If we do not 
reach the minimum, we generally sell the unused lunches to the members for 
$10.00 taking an $8.00 loss each time.  As you can see we lose money each time 
we do not have 30 members show up for lunch.  
 
During the luncheon of June 6, a motion was made to go on a summer schedule, 
two luncheons in July and two luncheons in August.  There was not much oppo-
sition to the motion.  A vote was called for and we settled on scheduling lunch 
meetings the 2nd and 4th weeks in July and August. 
 
Marina Jack charged us $15.00 per lunch when we first started holding lunches 
back in 2005.  Over the entire 14 year period we have seen a modest price in-
crease of only $3.00.  We cannot argue with that for sure. Not long ago Marina 
Jack increased their prices from $17.50 a lunch to $18.00 a lunch The Bridge 
and the XCOM then voted to raise the price for members to $19.00 a head.  This 
was done not so much to make a profit, but rather to cover losses when we do 
not meet the 30 member minimum.  There was a lot of discussion and dissension 
when this decision was made. But we pushed ahead and implemented the price 
increase.  It was shortly thereafter that members coming to the lunches began to 
decline, although summer was upon us.  
 
We generally have lower attendance during the summer months due to the snow-
birds going home and members vacationing etc.  So it is hard to determine if the 
$1.00 increase or the summer season is the reason for the decline in numbers. 
During the XCOM meeting of 13 June a new motion was made to reduce the 
price of lunches from the recently approved $19.00 back to the $18.00 charge.  
The motion carried and as of June 20 we began charging $18.00.   
 
I hope this column has helped you understand the workings of your Bridge and 
XCOM.  Our goal is to provide the best direction for our Squadron membership.  
It isn’t always easy, and not always pretty.  Please keep your ideas coming to us 
so we can best serve all of you.  
 
 
                       Cdr Chris Messenger, AP 
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Why did you join the Power Squad-
ron? Some of you reading this col-
umn joined up North over 60 years 
ago. Some of you joined after the 
most recent ABC classes and have 
been members for only a few 
months. 117 of you have a boat or a 
PWC, that means 71% of you don’t. 
149 of you have earned a grade from 
Seaman to Senior Navigator (17 
SNs!!) We have two members that 
are 103 years old, and we have one 
10-year-old (July 22, Happy Birth-

day Casey). Sixty-eight of our members are between 40 and 60 
years of age, while 123 are between 60 and 80 and 50 are over 
80*.  These statistics match very closely the population of Sar-
asota. 
 
Our Squadron, like most of those Squadrons belonging to 
Americas Boating Club is facing a challenge going forward in 
the next couple of years. The challenge for some is to get new 
members, for others it is to retain current members. In Sarasota 
our primary challenge is the latter. Our demographics skew 
older and we live in one of the demographically oldest cities in 
the country. 
 
Research has shown that people join clubs to make friends 
among folks with a common interest, and often to share that 
interest with others. That perfectly describes the Squadron. 
Many of us have made wonderful friends among our members, 
and through our classes and social activities, we share our joy 
of boating with others. 
  
Because our current membership skews older it is important to 
nourish that membership and be aware of the needs of an older 
population. Social engagement is vitally important for our well
-being and I believe the Squadron fills that need in many of the 
lives it touches—I know it does mine. At a recent D22 confer-
ence several hours of meeting time was devoted to this subject 
and a couple of ideas rose above the others. 1) Know your cur-
rent demographics and the demographics of your location and 
target your efforts for retention and growth toward those peo-
ple—that’s who you are! And 2) Make your club FUN. Every-
one, regardless of age likes to do fun things. Maybe what our 
65-year old’s think is fun may not appeal to some 45-year 
old’s. So that’s our challenge.  
 
Tell us what we can do for you. What activities will bring you 
out? What small things would you be willing to help us with? 
Except for the people who clean our headquarters building, we 
are all volunteers and even if you only gave the Squadron one 
hour a week it would make such a difference to the club. 
Old and younger, male and female, boater and non-boater, re-
tired or still-working, year-round Floridian or snowbird there 
was a reason you joined the Squadron. Now what can we do to 
enhance your life and are you willing to help us enhance the 
life of others? 
 
*Squadron stats based on those 405 listed in DB2000, 354 of 

whom have given us their age. 

                                Lt/C Barbara Wolfe, P 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 
 

ADMIN OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 
 
 
Hi! Everyone! 
 
I hope everyone is having a won-
derful summer. 
 
It’s hard to believe that half of 
2019 has passed and we are mov-
ing into the July 4th holiday. 
 

We are going to have our luncheons during July and Au-
gust on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of these two months. 
Please mark your calendar, 
 
Due to group consensus we have returned the cost of 
luncheons back to $18, effective immediately. 
 
Our education programs have taken a summer break and 
we will start back up in September. 
 
The speakers for July 11th and 25th, as well as August 
8th and 22nd are being organized now. 
 
We are continuing with our “Game Night & Pot Luck” 
Friday nights at the Squadron building.  We have a great 
time and a lot of food and enjoyment with our attending 
membership.  If you haven’t tried it, please come and join 
us. 
 
Fun facts: 
 
The Pesse Canoe is believed to be the worlds’ oldest 
BOAT from the early Mesolithic Period, around 8,000 
years BC.  A wooden dugout canoe that was discovered 
in the Netherlands in 1955, the boat was made from a 
pine tree that was hollowed and dug out by hand using 
flint and stone tools. 
 
Ships and boats are two of the oldest types of transporta-
tion and were first built thousands of years ago.  Not only 
have ships and boats been used for transportation 
throughout history, they have been used for a number of 
other reasons including fishing, as a type of defense from 
armed forces, sports, leisure and relaxation.  Today, 
ships, boats and yachts are built using advanced technolo-
gy and materials, differing greatly from those that have 
been used throughout history.  Dugouts are now hard to 
find. GO! BOATING!! 
 
HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER! 
 
              1/Lt Roxanne Fox, S 
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OF COURSE, YOU NEVER WANT TO GO FAST 

 
Propeller Selection 
Your propeller is the transmission that converts power into 
motion. Check that your prop’s blades are in good condition — 
clean and sharp, with no dings or nicks. If not, it may be time 
for a tune-up at a prop shop. 
 
What type of propeller do you have? Is it right for your applica-
tion? A round-ear propeller is good for overall lift, delivers 
strong performance under varying conditions, and excels at low
-end and midrange acceleration performance. Cleaver-style 
propellers work well on light boats, or boats that have a lot of 
natural lift built in (e.g., tunnel hulls or catamarans). Cleavers 
typically do not accelerate well but provide optimum top 
speeds. Larger, thicker blades with more surface area are better 
for larger, heavier hulls with larger gear cases. Smaller blades 
with less diameter and surface area will not provide enough 
thrust to carry larger hulls. 
Blueprinting the Boat Bottom 
Tuning your boat’s bottom is a time-consuming and back-
breaking chore but can yield strong results. Gains of 3 to 5 mph 
would cost thousands in propeller and engine modifications but 
cost merely hundreds in time and materials. The goal is to 
achieve a straight, sharp and crisp bottom from the transom to 
at least 6 feet forward. The transom, chine and strake edges 
should be filled and sanded until they are sharp so water does 
not cling to the corners. A straightedge pressed against the hull 
will reveal humps and hollows to be filled or taken down. 
Engine Setback/Jack Plate 
Outboarders can benefit from the addition of an engine setback/
jack plate, either manually or electro-hydraulically adjustable. 
With remote electro-hydraulic adjustment, minute changes can 
be made on the fly to compensate for changing water and load 
conditions. A jack plate should be considered a must-have for 
most outboard performance buffs. 
Weight Distribution 
Most boaters carry too much stuff. Reduce weight, and for the 
gear you must carry, place it strategically to maximize bow lift 
and speed. 
High-Performance Steering Systems and Engine Controls 
Boat control is key to a safe and fast ride. Be sure your steering 
system is up to the task and adjusted regularly to remove all 
potential slack. Make sure your engine is mounted securely to 
the hull, with solid mounts if necessary. For the best driving 
control, strongly consider a foot-control throttle and remote-
mounted power trim, jack plate and trim-tab controls (on the 
steering wheel, steering column or floor). Last, install and 
wear an engine emergency-cutoff switch. 
Gear-Case Modifications 
If your boat’s steering wheel tends to pull hard to one direction, 
that’s engine torque. A torque tab, mounted to the gear-case 
skeg, will help ease that tension on the wheel and aid in driv-
ing.  
Trim Tabs 
Boats that experience handling problems such as poor planing, 
listing, chine walking and difficult rough-water driving will 

benefit from the addition of dash-adjustable trim tabs. The tabs 
can be deployed downward for quicker planing and to smooth 

out an up-sea run and can be adjusted upward to let the bow 
rise and reduce the wetted hull surface. 

By John Tiger  September 20, 2018 Boating Magazine 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Well done is better than well said.” (1737) 
     

    Benjamin Franklin 
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LUNCHEON SPEAKERS & AWARDS 

WEST COAST BLACK  
THEATER TROUPE 

With  
Cdr Chris Messenger 

Dr. Allison O’Brien 
With 

Lt/C Barbara Wolfe 

Malcomb Edwards 
With  

Cdr Chris Messenger 

Deputy Cathy Duff 
with 

Lt/C Barbara Wolfe 

Senior Meritorious Service Awards 
 

Lt/C Barbara Wolfe P 
 

D/Lt Robeert Wolfe S 

LUNCHEON ABOARD  
MARINA JACK II  

- AUGUST 8, 2019 
 

Standard Rate of only $18! 
 

Members & Guests only 
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The following New Members all took the ABC Class 
 

Ken & Patricia Casey –They enjoy music, boating, 
birding, gardening and German Shepherd Dog Rescue.  
They own a 21.5’ Sun Dancer. 
 

Kevin & Marisa Dawson –They enjoy computers, gar-
dening, reading and music.  They are shopping for a 
pontoon or deck boat. 
 
Robert & Donna Ziringer –They enjoy fishing and 
Bob enjoys hunting. 
 
John Arnold – He enjoys travel, the outdoors and read-
ing.   
 
Jackie Schillig – She is a pet therapy volunteer, Sara-
sota Memorial Hospital, a golfer and loves the water.  
She boated as a teenager. 
 
Lavern Wiley – She has skills in computers and law. 
 
 
 
P/C Ed Fisch, SN, Membership Co-Chair 

Lt. Bud Lomastro, S, Membership Co-Chair  

Rosanne Roble, P, Member 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

PILOTING CLASS BEGINS 
Monday, 14 OCTOBER, 2019 

 
Piloting is the first course in the sequence of USPS cours-
es on navigation, covering the basics of coastal and in-
land navigation. This course focuses on navigation as it is 
done on recreational boats today and uses GPS as a pri-
mary navigation tool while teaching traditional tech-
niques so a student will be able to find his/her way even 
if the GPS fails. This course includes many in-class exer-
cises, developing the student’s skills through hands-on 
practice.  
 
Topics include: 
 Charts and their interpretation 
 Navigation aids and how they point to safe water 
 Plotting courses and determining direction and dis-

tance 
 The mariner’s compass and converting between True 

and Magnetic 
 How charts are made and how the different charts are 

used 
 Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and information 

they provide, setting up waypoints and routes, stay-
ing on a GPS route 

 Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into a 
GPS 

 Monitoring progress and determining position by 
both GPS and traditional techniques such as bearing 
and dead reckoning 

 The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that 
one is on course 

 
Classes will begin at 1830 (6:30 PM) and will be held 
each Monday for approximately 10 weeks.  
 
The cost of all books and navigation kit (including a plot-
ter, protractor and a divider) is $100.00 for SPSS mem-
bers and $150 for non-members. 
 
There are no prerequisite courses needed to take the Pi-
loting Course. 
 
Registration for the class is on our website sarasota-
boating.org  
 
If you are interested, please call P/C Barry F. August, 
SN , Chairman at (941) 924-5253 or e-mail him at  
bfaugu5@gmail.com by 2 October, 2019. We are cap-
ping class size at 10 since we have been oversubscribed 
lately.  
 

Registration 
1800 (6:00 PM) on Monday, 14 October, 2019  

DO YOU HAVE A PHOTO WITH THE SPSS 
BURGEE? Send it to the Editor at  
RLSOUTHWIND@GMAIL.COM 

Lt/C Barbara Wolfe, P at the Gardens of  
Versailles, France 
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FROM THE EDITOR  
 
Having re-located to Sarasota from 
New York in 2010, I found myself 
missing my original calling as a law-
yer. So, in 2012 and 13, I studied for 
and took the agonizing Florida Bar 
Exam. Having passed by some mira-
cle, I swore I was at age, well, too old, I was done taking 
tests. But I still had a thirst to learn. 
I have found that one terrific way to do that is to take 
Squadron courses I might not ever have considered, and 
with clearance from the instructor, not take the final ex-
am. I avidly read the books provided, answered all the 
sample questions before the next class, and attended 
every class. I always wanted to know more about marine 
electronics and marine communications and there it was 
at Squadron. I thoroughly enjoyed these and other great 
classes.  
Even if you too are done taking “finals”, consider sign-
ing up this fall and keep the learning going.  

                                                              Ed. 

 

FROM NATIONAL 

• Keep your boat’s engine tuned and watch for leaking 
seals, gaskets, hoses and fuel lines. 

• Place an oil absorbent pad under the engine, and replace it 
at least once a year. 

• Keep your bilge clean and dry. 

• Plan for spills; keep absorbent material at hand. 
Never discharge oily bilge water overboard. Pump it into a 
dockside holding tank or have it professionally removed. An 
oil-absorbent pad swirled in bilge water will collect oil. 
Vessel maintenance 

• Wash your boat regularly with fresh water to avoid fre-
quent use of harsh detergents. 

• Choose phosphate-free, biodegradable and nontoxic clean-
ers. 

• Waxing and buffing allows you to use less cleaning solu-
tion, and your boat looks better! 

• Try to do major cleaning and maintenance tasks when 
your boat is out of the water. 

• Conserve water by using a spray nozzle on the hose. Use a 
drop cloth when sanding and scraping. Collect all paint chips, 
dust and other residue, and dispose of it properly. 

• Share leftover paint and varnish. 

• Dispose of solvents and waste gas at local hazardous 
waste collection sites. 

• Use environmentally safe anti-fouling paints, and follow 
the manufacturer’s instructions. 

• Recycle used zincs. 

• Keep engines tuned; this reduces carbon monoxide emis-
sions when moored, reduces hydrocarbon and soot emissions, 
and saves fuel. 
Dispose of drained oil and any spent or spilled coolant at ap-
propriate recycling centers when performing maintenance 
yourself. 
Environmental awareness 

• When fishing, keep only those fish you intend to eat. Prac-
tice responsible catch and release techniques to ensure survival 
of those you throw back. 

• Proceed slowly in shallow areas so you don’t disturb wild-
life. 

• Avoid stirring up the bottom. Suspended sediment limits 
light penetration and depletes oxygen. 

• Sea otters, sea lions, manatees, whales and other sea mam-
mals can be injured by impact with boats at higher speeds; 
avoid areas of high animal population, or proceed slowly. 

• Report any injured animal to local wildlife authorities. 
Many times the animal’s life can be saved. 

• Protect waters from invasive species. Remove any visible 
mud, plants, fish or animals before transporting your boat. 
Clean and dry anything that comes in contact with the water 
(boats, trailers, equipment, clothing, dogs, etc.). 

• Never release plants, fish or animals into a body of water 
unless they came from that body of water. Bilge water can also 
transport invasive species. 

• High wakes cause shoreline erosion and destruction of 
wildlife habitats. 

AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB 

GOOD BOATING  
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Trash 

• Retrieve any trash that gets into the water (even if it isn’t 
yours). Keep a net handy for this purpose. 

• Limit the amount of packaging and plastic you take aboard. 

• Recycle all cans, glass, plastics and monofilament fishing 
line. 

• Have easy-to-identify trash and recycling containers 
aboard. 

• Do not throw or let any trash blow overboard, including 
cigarette butts as they contain plastic. All plastics are harmful to 
fish and birds! 
Do not throw fish waste into shallow water or water near a ma-
rina. Discard it in deep water or in trash bins ashore. 
Sewage 

• Use restrooms onshore prior to departure. 

• Use approved marine sanitation devices underway. 

• Pump out and rinse holding tanks regularly. 

• Follow a regular maintenance schedule for your marine 
sanitation device based on the manufacturer’s recommenda-
tions. 

• Use enzyme-based products to control odor and break 
down solids in holding tanks. 
Never discharge raw sewage in U.S. territorial waters. 
Fueling and spills 

• Know how much fuel your tanks hold; fill them with cau-
tion. Fuel expands as it warms, so don’t top off your tanks. 

• Use absorbent pads to catch drips between the dock and 
boat and around the vent overflow; dispose of them properly. 

• Fill trailer boat tanks and other portable gas tanks on shore 
before launching. 
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I want to collect your boating stories. I don't know how you can be a boater for so many years and not have some 

sea stories to tell. If you can tie your stories to some specific things that we teach in our courses all the better. I look 

forward to hearing from you and reading your stories. You don't have to give me just one! I think that the Squadron 

might be able to use your stories (with your permission of course) for some wonderful personal marketing of our 

courses--or just for sharing! If you have any photos, include those also. 

Please send your stories to me at Lt/C Barbara Wolfe, P, barbara@ivymtc.com, or mail them to me at 7414 Palmer 

Glen Cir., Sarasota, FL 34240. 

 

Please Tell Me Your Seafaring Story 

Your Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

When did this happen? __________________________________________________________________ 

Where did it happen? ___________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Boat: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have a title for your story? _________________________________________________________ 

Here’s my story. . . .  

GOT A GREAT BOATING STORY TO TELL?? 
 

 

2019 Governing Board Conference 
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LIKE NEW HP SLIMLINE COMPUTER SYSTEM  
 
Pavilion Slim line desktop; Intel i3 Dual Core; 6 Gig Ram; DVD Writer 
Internal; 512 Gig Hard Disk 
Windows 10 Clean Install 
HP 51931a Flat Panel Monitor with stand 
HP Keyboard with number pad—USB 
 
Conttact Robert Wolfe, 941-525-8956 
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America’s Boating Club 
Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  
2814 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, FL. 34239 

 

BOATERS OF TODAY ARE DIFFERENT 

AND 

WE NEED AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB EDUCATION EVEN MORE 

Excerpted from Boating Magazine; article by Kevin Falvey  September 11, 2018  

In the beginning, boating and boats were much more homogenous than they are today. Boats came in small 
sizes and had outboards, and they came in larger sizes and had inboards. A yacht possessed twin engines, 

likely of the diesel persuasion. Kayaks were known but uncommon. Later on, the sterndrive came along and 
vied with the outboard for the affections of owners of smaller boats. 

Engines being what they then were, all were familiar with the smell of ether. Boaters boated differently, but 
because they all tended to come from the same place, and because other boats had more similarities than dif-

ferences, they understood each other. They respected each other.  

Today, it’s different. A 40-footer is as likely to sport outboards as diesel power — and the term “twin screw” 
no longer carries as much panache. Boats are easier to maintain than their predecessors. Engines are reliable 
and require no experience to start or to keep running. Many boaters jump directly to the “big boat” instead of 

stepping up from a runabout to an overnighter, and then to a cruiser.  

The world has changed. For many, the time to come up as a boater versed in a variety of watery activities just 
isn’t there, even if the desire is. So, we have better boats but a worse understanding of each other. And there 
are more of us. That makes it imperative that we go out of our way to try and understand our fellow boater. 
After all, we boaters don’t just share a love for the water. We share the water.  

 

16 


