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WHAT DOES THIS FROG HAVE TO DO  
WITH SQUADRON? 

See Executive Officer’s column in this edition for details 
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 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
 

Registration from 1100 - 1120  $18.00 per person 
No reservation needed!   

 
If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, 

please get your fruit ticket  
with your luncheon choice when registering.    

 
10/3  Peggy Williams ,  First female graduate of 

Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Cir-
cuses Clown College  

10/10  SPSS Quarterly Meeting; QUORUM NEED-
ED! 

10/17  Timothy A. Mattox, CEO/MM  Great World 
Adventures  

10/24  Joanna Frankel, Violin Concertmaster, Co-
lumbus Symphony Orchestra  

 SPSS LUNCHEON SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER CALENDAR/CLASSES 

 
 
The official up to date calendar of classes and meetings 
for SPSS can be found at the Squadron web site: 
 

https://sarasota-boating.org/spss-calendar/ 
 

A copy of the Calendar as of the date of publication 
can be found at Pages 13 and 14 
 
 

AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB OF SARASOTA NEWSLETTER 

 
TIME TO GET TIED UP IN SQUADRON 

 
Keep your boat safe and secure with these tips 
 
Polypropylene line (typically bright yellow in color) may be common and cheap, 
but it degrades rapidly from UV exposure and wear. Dacron lines quickly grow 
stiff. Nylon is the better choice as it resists sun, fuel and chemical damage and 
offers enough stretch to provide some degree of shock absorption. 
 
Consider Diameter and Length 
Larger diameter line is often stronger, but won’t provide as much cushion when 
pulled taut on a rough afternoon at the dock. Your boat’s cleat size also dictates 
just how big a diameter line will fit properly. Boating experts suggest this rule of thumb: an 1/8-inch in diam-
eter for every 2 inches of cleat length. 
 
As to line length, bow and stern lines should be half the length of the boat, a spring line capable of stretching 
the whole length of your vessel. 

https://sarasota-boating.org/spss-calendar/
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rlsouthwind@gmail.com 

 

COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

 
Hello all, I just returned from our National Conference and 
thought I would share some thoughts with you. The biggest 
and most talked about issue was retention. What can we as a 
squadron do to retain our membership? Our current Member-
ship Committee reels in new members each and every time 
we have an ABC Class. We were recognized at National as a 
Squadron who recruited 80 new members as of 31 August. 
Only one Squadron in all of the United States Power Squad-

rons did better and that was Cape Coral who pulled in 100 members. That placed 
us in 2nd place nationally!! Exceptionally great news: we are recognized as a 
great squadron and a very active squadron. Our Executive Officer with some 
assistance from our ABC Coordinator has launched the Jump Start Program. I 
am very excited about it and expect nothing but good from it. It is as good as 
sliced bread!  
 
National put on some very fine seminars and open house round tables. One of 
the issues at the Round Table discussion I attended was the proposed new chang-
es coming into effect. The big issue was the doing away with uniforms. Some of 
our more long term members oppose that move. There is also growing opposi-
tion towards the removing or changing of our ranking system as well as the 
grade. There is nothing set in stone yet: we shall see how that rolls out. What do 
you as members think about those changes? I also attended a seminar on mem-
bers’ benefits. I knew we had them but never used them. There is a ton of money 
to save on typical everyday stuff that we do. Come to the District Conference 
and learn more. Another seminar I attended was called, New Members, Bad Ide-
as which was all about ways to blow away new members. I did note one bad idea 
that we do and that has to do with new members. We are not doing enough to get 
them involved. As Commander, I have to accept the blame for that. Go out of 
your way to greet new members at luncheons and other squadron functions. Do 
not let them sit alone and do not ignore them. 
 
The fall Conference is right around the corner: 4 & 5 October to be exact. I am 
looking for delegates. Our squadron is allocated 12, I have  7 so far. So, think 
about it, especially you new members. Come on down on Saturday 5 Oct., sit in 
and see how business is conducted at District. Besides that, our own Past Squad-
ron & Past District Commander, Sue Lomastro, is teaching a class on benefits. 
As always your Bridge is open to any and all suggestions. 
 
 
                       Cdr Chris Messenger, AP 
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   I am excited to tell you about 
the new program that America’s 
Boating Club of Sarasota has just 
adopted. The program, called 
Jump Start, was developed by 
National in 2017. It is a program 
for new boaters to train on the 
water, one-on-one with one of the 
Squadron’s senior expert instruc-
tors, on how to drive their own 
boat or their rental boat. It is for 
Squadron members only, and the 

student must have completed our ABC course, or an 
equivalent, and have their Florida Boating Safety Educa-
tion ID card. 
 
The boat that will be used for the training must have a 
Vessel Safety Check. If it does not, you can schedule one 
prior to your lesson with Richard Winston, RNWin-
ston20@gmail.com. Life jackets are to be worn by both 
the student and instructor for the full 2-hour training ses-
sion. Up to two sessions will be included. 
 
Once you contact me,  
barbara@ivymtc.com, to make 
a reservation for the training, 
you will be paired with one of 
our expert instructors. The in-
structor will then contact you 
to discuss, among other things, 
what it is that you primarily 
want to learn: docking, launching, close quarter maneu-
vering, pivot turns, etc., the list is almost endless. To-
gether you and the instructor will develop an itinerary of 
what will be covered during your 2-hour session. You 
will then settle on a date, time and location where you 
will meet. That day you and your instructor will check 
the weather reports to be sure that it is safe to go boating. 
If it is, the first thing that will be done when you arrive at 
the boat is to do a safety check of the boat and then 
you’re off together to follow the itinerary that you’ve 
worked out together. 
 
As we first start this program we will only be able to ac-
commodate students who own or rent their own boat. 
However, the Squadron is negotiating to join one of the 
local boat clubs, and once we have done that we will be 
able to provide these sessions on our boat club boats to 
all members who want to Jump Start their boating experi-
ence. 
 
. 

 
 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 
 

ADMIN OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 
Hello to all!  Believe it or not  fall is 
around the corner, with  Halloween 
and leaves turning colors if it was 
COLD here! 
 
Fall in Florida definitely looks differ-
ent here than it does for a lot of the 
other states. Weather in September is 
typically still very summer-like.  By 

November the weather is typically a lot less humid and a 
bit cooler.  To help incorporate those traditional Fall 
elements you can wear fall colors – orange, red, brown 
or cranberry.  You may even be able to wear a light 
sweater.   
 
Our upcoming activities for October are our every 
Thursday luncheons with some great speakers: 
 
See Page 2 for listing. 
 
Special Events: 
 
On October 12th we are having a very special event at 
our Squadron building and everyone is invited.  “An 
Evening With Will Rogers” by Steve McAllister.  It be-
gins at 5:00pm. and everyone is encouraged to wear cas-
ual western clothing. 
 
Please note and plan to attend our annual Thanksgiving 
Feast at the Squadron building on November 23. Plenty 
of food and enjoyment. 
 
 
              1/Lt Roxanne Fox, S 
 

Oh, did I mention the program is FREE to the student 
(except for the price of the gas used)!! 
 
The Squadron is excited to be able to offer this program 
to our members: to be able to provide a good training ses-
sion to our new boaters and to get our experienced boat-
ers out on the water, imparting their expert knowledge 
and love of boating to new boaters. I call this a WIN 
WIN. 
 
                                   Lt/C Barbara Wolfe, P 

(See Flyer Inside) 
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Optimism is the faith that leads to achieve-
ment. Nothing can be done without hope and 
confidence.  

 
        Helen Keller 

Let’s Have Fun On-the-Water! 
 

On August 16, 2019, Steve Griffin wrote in Boating Mag-
azine on-line focusing on having fun on the water. A key 
line that he wrote was “All it takes is a bit of gear, a yen 
for adventure, a touch of learning, and a rock-solid foun-
dation of boating safety.” Critical to having fun on the 
water after learning safe boating in SPSS course work, 
some special notes are worth mentioning: 
 
Swim platforms and boarding ladders are more than sexy 
trim. Ladders are 
required and 
should be de-
ployable from in 
the water for the 
safe return of an 
accidental over-
board. Swim 
platforms make 
donning skis or 
jumping on tubes 
easier, and plat-
forms are also often the focal point for hanging out when 
the boat is beached or at anchor. Extended platforms not 
only offer more space, but they also reduce the likelihood 
a swimmer will stub their toe on an outdrive while swim-
ming around at anchor. 
 
Keep it fun, and safe. Swimmers, snorkelers, boarders or 
skiers leaving the boat or returning to it? Turn the motor 
off; experts say neutral is not enough. 
 
Don’t swim beyond your abilities, and don’t swim alone. 
Someone on the boat should keep track of swimmers and 
have rescue gear ready. If that someone is all business, 
others can be all fun. 
 
Griffen closes by saying: “Make preparations to be on the 
water longer than planned. Regularly refresh your sun-
screen. Munch on some snacks, and drink plenty of water. 
And make sure you have a passenger dedicated to the job 
of keeping an eye on the sport at the end of the rope!” 

 
BATTERY TIPS 

Battery Type 
The charging characteristics vary between battery types: 
absorbed glass mat (AGM), flooded cell and gel cell. 
Integration with engines, chargers and other components 
is easier if all batteries are the same type. 
Battery Class 
For most boaters, a pair of dual-purpose batteries serves 
as a good foundation. A starting battery and a deep-cycle 
battery, or bank of batteries, might better serve a bass 
fisherman, or other boater with high accessory demands. 
Battery Capacity 
Ensure sufficient starting amperage by checking your 
engine’s owner’s manual for the appropriate capacity. 
Selecting the deep-cycle battery’s — or bank’s — size is 
more involved. Basically, you need to add up your antici-
pated amperage draw and assume a period of time you’ll 
need that amperage to flow.  
Manual Switching 
Manual switches are reliable but require you to remem-
ber to manually switch between batteries (or banks) in 
order to keep all batteries charged. 
Automatic Switching 
Voltage sensitive relays (VSR), and other devices, sense 
when a battery needs a charge and direct charging current 
from the alternator automatically. These can be built into 
the engine or may be a separate component. Such sys-
tems may simply have “on/off” switches rather than a 
four-position manual switch. Make sure a parallel switch 
to join both batteries for emergency starting is incorpo-
rated.  
Access 
Batteries should be accessible to the extent that they can 
be serviced and inspected without removal from the boat. 
The closer to the engines the batteries are, the better. Bat-
teries should be robustly secured, be located where there 
is some ventilation, and not be installed directly under-
neath a battery charger or fuel-system fixture. 
Cables 
Cable diameter is directly related to a dual-battery sys-
tem’s performance. There are formulas you can reference 
for determining the size of cable based on the amperage 
it must carry and over what distance. Suffice to say, 
thicker cables, which exhibit less voltage drop, are gener-
ally better, so when comparing the systems in two similar 
boats, compare the cable diameters. 
 
What’s the difference between battery classifications? 
This is a thumbnail sketch. 
 
Starting batteries deliver high amperage for quick engine 
starts but do not tolerate being used to power equipment. 
Deep-cycle batteries can be drawn down without damage 
to power equipment but may not provide enough amper-
age in a burst to start the engine. Dual-purpose batteries 
offer the ability to provide a lot of amperage in a burst 
for engine starting, but they do not provide equivalent 
performance to a deep-cycle battery for running equip-
ment. 
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FRIDAY GAME NIGHT AT SPSS - WIN THE POT 
EAT THE POT LUCK 

Know when to 
hold ‘em;  
 
Know when to 
fold ‘em; 
 
Know when to 
walk away, 
 
Know when to 
run. 
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LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 

Crime Prevention Deputy Sheriff Cathy Duff spoke 
on How to Avoid an Active Shooter. Pictured here 

with Commander Chris Messenger. 

Virginia Harshman, Public Relations  
Specialist for The John & Mable Ringling 
Museum of Art reviewed some of the 
treasures and images of this  
fabulous Sarasota resource. Pictured here 
with Executive Officer Barbara Wolfe 

Katherine M. Fall, Esq. of Boyer & Boyer 
spoke on estates and trusts in Florida and was 
then grilled by members. Pictured here with 
Commander Chris Messenger 
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Varsha Stein – Varsha is the Spouse of member David 
Stein.  She loves the water and has been in education for 
many years.  She will be joining the membership com-
mittee acting as our ACE Liaison 
 
 
 
P/C Ed Fisch, SN, Membership Co-Chair 

Lt. Bud Lomastro, S, Membership Co-Chair  

  

PILOTING CLASS BEGINS 
Monday, 14 OCTOBER, 2019 

 
Piloting is the first course in the sequence of USPS cours-
es on navigation, covering the basics of coastal and in-
land navigation. This course focuses on 
navigation as it is done on recreational 
boats today and uses GPS as a primary 
navigation tool while teaching tradi-
tional techniques so a student will be 
able to find his/her way even if the GPS fails. This course 
includes many in-class exercises, developing the stu-
dent’s skills through hands-on practice.  
 
Topics include: 
 Charts and their interpretation 
 Navigation aids and how they point to safe water 
 Plotting courses and determining direction and dis-

tance 
 The mariner’s compass and converting between True 

and Magnetic courses 
 How charts are made and how the different charts are 

used 
 Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and information 

they provide, setting up waypoints and routes, stay-
ing on a GPS route 

 Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into a 
GPS 

 Monitoring progress and determining position by 
both GPS and traditional techniques such as bearing 
and dead reckoning 

 The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that 
one is on course 

 
Classes will begin at 1830 (6:30 PM) and will be held 
each Monday for approximately 10 weeks.  
 
The cost of all books and navigation kit (including a plot-
ter, protractor and a divider) is $100.00 for SPSS mem-
bers and $150 for non-
members. 
 
There are no prerequisite 
courses needed to take the 
Piloting Course. 
 
Registration for the class is 
on our website sarasota-
boating.org  
 
If you are interested, please call P/C Barry F. August, 
SN , at (941) 924-5253 or e-mail him at  
bfaugu5@gmail.com by 2 October, 2019. We are cap-
ping class size at 10 since we have been oversubscribed 
lately.  
 

Registration 
1800 (6:00 PM) on Monday, 14 October, 2019  

 
 

Being On the Water—Without the Water 
Being on You. 

 
Keeping your crew safe is the first measure of good sea-
manship, but keeping your crew comfortable is im-
portant too. Even though you may believe those who 
don’t want to get wet-occasionally-should choose a dif-
ferent sport than boating, running your boat so as to pro-
vide as dry a ride as possible is one mark of good sea-
manship. 
 
First of all, be aware of where peo-
ple choose to be aboard your boat. 
It’s your job to move them as your 
heading changes, the wind or tide 
shifts, or sea conditions change. 
 
Of course, you often  have to take 
action to stay drier. Slowing down 
can help keep you dry in a head 
wind, provided the waves and current are such that you 
can run slow enough to maintain headway and control. 
On the other hand, going slow means “breaking” water 
farther forward on the hull, and can increase the chances 
of water that’s being thrown up getting blown aboard. 
So, other times it pays to go faster or trim out the drives 
a bit to raise the bow higher. Doing either causes water 
to break farther aft along hull, decreasing the chances of 
water blowing aboard. However, too much trim or too 
much speed might result in pounding or porpoising. On 
many occasions, the choice is not between tuning the 
boat for a comfortable ride or an uncomfortable one, but 
rather balancing the levels of several causes of discom-
fort against the experience of the crew you have aboard, 
the abilities of the boat, and the amount of time for 
which you need to endure the discomfort. 
 
            Continued on following page. 
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FROM THE EDITOR  
 
Our National Organization has pro-
posed a variety of changes in the op-
erations of Squadrons. The stated 
purpose, paraphrased, is to create an 
improved atmosphere of welcoming 
to new members and a focus on fun as well as safety 
education. The goal is to enhance recruitment and to 
help us retain existing membership by meeting the needs 
of members.  
 
Among the proposed changes are to eliminate uniforms 
for officers, eliminate ranks, and no longer listing the 
course achievements of members by listing the 
“degrees” after a person’s name. While the plan has 
been adopted at National, it is not compulsory in the 
Squadrons. Each of these ideas is certainly debatable. 
Our Executive Committee has just begun discussions 
regarding the implementation of these plans and that 
discussion has already turned lively. What do you think? 
Speak with your Bridge members, email them. Grab an 
Xcom member and let them know your views. Input is 
critical to making the right decisions for YOUR CLUB.  

FROM NATIONAL 

 
 

DON’T FORGET THE FENDERS: 
WHAT TO LOOK FOR 

 
Size: Fenders should be sized to the boat they’re protect-
ing. As a rule of thumb, plan on 1” of diameter for every 
4’ - 5’ of boat length when using common, cylindrical 
fenders, 2” of diameter if choosing round ball-type fend-
ers. Conditions, however, 
should always dictate the 
final decision. A rough, 
open body of water will 
require you give your 
hull more protection to 
prevent damage. 
Shape: Cylindrical fend-
ers typically feature 
molded-in eyelets at each 
end. Tie off to one eyelet 
and the fender hangs ver-
tically, tie off to both to 
hang horizontally. Round 
fenders are often used for large boats and commercial 
vessels. Choose the shape that works best not only for 
the dock in question…but also convenient storage in 
your boat. Docking at pilings is a challenge, as their 
round shape tends to roll or push fenders out of the way. 
A fender “board” is one solution. Make one from a pres-
sure-treated length of lumber, hung outside two fenders 
and against the piling. Or, look at innovative new fender 
styles in specific shapes that match your hull contours or 
attack directly to dock or pilings. 
 
See Boating Magazine, 8/20/2019 AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB 

Without the Water Being on You 
Continued from prior page 

 
It might prove most beneficial to run so you have 
achieved, if not a truly dry ride, at least a drier ride, and 
one that doesn’t come at the expense of too much slap-
ping or too much Sea World-behavior from your boat. 
Keeping the boat level across the beam ensures it will 
throw equal amounts of water to each side. The converse 
of this is that a boat will throw more spray on the side 
that is most immersed. Use this to your advantage by 
trimming the boat — either with trim tabs, engine/drive 
trim or by shifting weight and crew — so it is higher on 
the windward side. Doing so helps keep more spray out, 
though it will require more concentration and effort to 
hold your heading. It’s a great technique, especially when 
running on one of the wettest headings of all: wind and 

sea striking your boat on the 
transom corner. 
 
All of this advice is to be taken 
in measure against the myriad 
variables you, as skipper, face on 
any given day on the water.  
Implement them incrementally 
until you find the groove of the 
moment. 

 
Edited from Boating Magazine, 9/4/2018 by Kevin 
Falvey 

Find a Home With Us 
 
Americas Boating Club invites you to find a home with us 
where we learn together, boat together and connect with 
the recreational boating community. No matter what kind 
of boating you do, whether you’re a novice or an experi-
enced boater who wants to learn more, we’ll teach you 
how to boat knowledgeably and safely and our local clubs 
will provide you with experiences beyond the class that 
will last a lifetime. Join in the fun today!  
 
Being a member of United States Power Squadrons is 
bigger than boating. It’s about friendship, memories that 
last a lifetime, bettering your community and being the 
most confident boater you can be.  
 
USPS - America's Boating Club is a non profit, educa-
tional organization dedicated to making boating safer and 
more enjoyable by teaching classes in seamanship, navi-
gation and related subjects.  
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I want to collect your boating stories. I don't know how you can be a boater for so many years and not have some 

sea stories to tell. If you can tie your stories to some specific things that we teach in our courses all the better. I look 

forward to hearing from you and reading your stories. You don't have to give me just one! I think that the 

Squadron might be able to use your stories (with your permission of course) for some wonderful personal 

marketing of our courses--or just for sharing! If you have any photos, include those also. 

Please send your stories to me at Lt/C Barbara Wolfe, P, barbara@ivymtc.com, or mail them to me at 7414 Palmer 

Glen Cir., Sarasota, FL 34240. 

 

Please Tell Me Your Seafaring Story 

Your Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

When did this happen? __________________________________________________________________ 

Where did it happen? ___________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Boat: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have a title for your story? _________________________________________________________ 

Here’s my story. . . .  

GOT A GREAT BOATING STORY TO TELL?? 
 

If you always wanted to learn to use that copy of Microsoft Publisher 
hanging out on your computer, this is your chance! 
Learn from the Editor and Publisher of the award 
winning South Wind just what it takes to produce an 
amazing, readable and interesting publication. Learn to 
make newsletters, cards, cookbooks, invitations, 
whatever your creative side can think of in print. AND ITS FREE, to the 
first enthusiastic Squadron Member or spouse. You won’t believe how 
easy it is to learn without howling at the computer.. too much.  

Contact RLSOUTHWIND@GMAIL.COM 
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Kayaking Phillippi Creek 
Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron               

Saturday, October 12, 2019 

Event captain: Tim Ryan         

Trip leaders: Ed Fisch & Joe Andrade  

 

Time: 9:15 AM 

 

Place: Phillippi Estate Park 

5500 S Tamiami Trail 

Sarasota FL 34231 

https://www.scgov.net/government/parks-

recreation-and-natural-resources 

 

Trip Description: We will paddle up stream 

about 2.5 miles to about S. Tuttle Avenue.  We will then return downstream to launch 

site. 

 

Directions: Park is just past Phillippi Farmers Market off Tamiami Trail and 
Hollywood Blvd. If bringing own kayak, a wheel cart will be useful as launch site is 

about hundred yards from parking.  

 

Lunch: Phillippi Creek Oyster Bar                  

5353 S Tamiami Trail 

Sarasota, FL 34231              

www.creekseafood.com 

941.925.4444                                                     

 

Kayak Rentals: For those wishing to rent a kayak, call George at Economy Tackle 

Ray’s 941.922.9671 (suggest calling as soon as possible, but no later than October 5, as 

kayaks are not being held).  Regular single - $35, Regular tandem - $40.  When making 

reservation, please tell George that you are with the Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron.  

 

Please contact Tim Ryan at 49timryan@gmail.com or 785.320.0579 (cell) if you plan on 

coming.  We don’t want to launch without you.   
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America’s Boating Club 
Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  
2814 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, FL. 34239 

PAN PAN 

Diligence is the Mother 
of Good-Luck  

 
B. Franklin 

 Recent Notice to Mariners 
Due to Hurricane DORIAN throughout the coastal areas of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, mariners are urged to 
transit with caution considering the possibility of Aids to Navigation being destroyed, extinguished, off station, sub-
merged or other hazards to navigation. If discovered, please report any of these issues to the United States Coast 
Guard.  
 
The R/V MINERVA UNO and the R/V PARKER will conduct a geophysical survey beginning approximately August 
23 until approximately October 15, 2019. Both vessels will be utilized during the operations. The MINERVA UNO 
will work 24/7 and the PARKER during daylight hours only. Geophysical survey equipment will be towed behind the 
MINERVA UNO and maneuverability of the vessel will be restricted. Some of the equipment will be towed subsur-
face at a distance of up to 500ft behind the vessel. The vessel PARKER is a Shallow water boat and will conduct oper-
ations nearshore with water depth less than 20m. In addition, at each landing site a topographic survey and a diver 
swim survey will be carried out. The diver swim survey will be carried out at shore-end location. Mariners are advised 
to use caution when transiting near the survey vessel and give a wide berth and slow bell. Further information contact 
the Project Manager Georgiy Astvatsaturov (201) 264-3512 or email, 
Alpine Ocean Seismic Survey Inc gastvatsaturov@alpineocean.com office (201) 768-8000.  
 
FLORIDA – CHARLOTTE HARBOR TO TAMPA BAY – BIG SARASOTA PASS: SEVERE SHOAL. 
The U.S. Coast Guard has received reports of shoaling in the vicinity of Private aid Big Sarasota Pass Daybeacon 13 
(LLNR 21515). Mariners are advised to proceed with caution and remain a safe distance from 
Daybeacon 13 due to surrounding shoal and reduced water depth. This Private aid is owned 
and maintained by Sarasota County. The shoal will likely shift .... Mariners are advised to use 
extreme caution while transiting the area and consult the latest Army Corps of Engineers hy-
drographic surveys for more information at http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-
Works/Navigation/Notices-to-Navigation/ 


