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SPSS MEMBERS

BACK OnBOARD!
IT’S HERE! For SPSS Members, the Newest Special Benefit: Limited boat

rentals for just the price of fuel. See the terms of this new program on the following page for
all boaters who can legally operate a boat in Florida and have taken the Squadron’s Boat
Handling (a/k/a Seamanship) course.
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MARCH CALENDAR/CLASSES

SPSS LUNCHEONS
Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs
Registration from 1100 - 1120

$19.00 per person

No reservation needed!

If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please get
your fruit ticket with your luncheon choice when registering.

Luncheons are every Thursday except as noted
3/5 Cdr Barbara Wolfe, Report on the National
Conference
3/12 Jess McIntyre, Regional Manager for Make a
Wish Foundation
3/19 Rear Admiral Larry Chambers, Deployment
3/26 P/D/C Howard Levine , SN, The Truth About
Recycling

So, ya say ya want more for your money????

Tell ya what I’m gonna do….
Introducing Back OnBoard! The new benefit strictly for members of
America’s Boating Club of Sarasota, a/k/a Sarasota Power and Sail
Squadron. This is your chance a trained boater to get back on the water
and in command simply for the cost of fuel. In cooperation with Suntex
Boat Club Marina Jack. See the simple rules on the following page!
www.usps.org
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Back OnBoard!
SPSS Program Rules
February 1, 2020

In order to encourage continued safe boating and enhance membership participation in SPSS
on the water activities, the following Program is hereby established by SPSS for the benefit of
its Members.
WHEREAS, SPSS has entered into a contract for corporate membership with the boat club
operated by JACK GRAHAM, LLC., a Delaware limited liability company (hereinafter the
“Boat Club”), doing business as Suntex Boat Club; Suntex Boat Club Marina Jack; Sarasota
Boat Rental; Marina Jack Dockmaster (“Suntex”) 2 Marina Plaza, Sarasota, FL 34236,
Now, therefor, the Back OnBoard! Program (the “Program”) shall be operated as follows:
1. The Program shall be available to all members of SPSS in good standing only.
2. To qualify for the Program, a member must meet the following two requirements:
A. The member must be able to boat legally in Florida.
B. The member must have taken and passed the SPSS Boat Handling Class.
3. Prior to accepting a boat under the Program, the member must have signed and delivered
to SPSS or its agent the SPSS standard form of Waiver and Release Agreement. For insurance, contact your insurance agent.
4. Boating Sessions:
A. Each member may use a boat under the Program five sessions per year (or 3 if
joining post July 1).
B. No rental or fee is payable, but the Member shall return the boat to the Boat Club
with a full tank of marine fuel.
C. Up to two additional Sessions may be earned by a member for the following:
(1) Earning of a Merit Mark in the preceding calendar year; and
(2) Service as Chair of a major event or committee as designated by the
Commander from time to time.
D. Boating Sessions are available on a calendar year basis and may not be carried
over from year to year nor be assigned or transferred by any member to another
person.
E. As used here, a Session consists of a morning or an afternoon. A full day equals
two Sessions.
5. The Program may be modified at any time by the Bridge upon notice to the Executive
Committee of SPSS, with or without notice to members.
Let’s get back on the
water with :
Back OnBoard!
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SOUTH WIND

COMMANDER’S UPDATE

Published by the

Normally this Commander’s Column would be about
the National Conference in Ponte Vedra, FL that I attended two weeks ago, but since I will be speaking at
our March 5 luncheon about the conference I thought
that I would spare you the duplication and write about
Merit Marks instead.
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Merit Marks seem to be a somewhat mysterious reward
given out, by the Chief Commander no less, to those
who volunteer for the Squadron. They are given to a
member for substantial personal effort in furthering the interest, programs and
objectives of USPS, its districts and squadrons. I was able to find in a 2014 issue
of our Operation’ Guide where it stated that you need to be credited with at least
12 hours of volunteerism in a calendar year (or up to 2,000 hours if the squadron
is your full-time job!). Most members who are not committee chairs or Bridge
members rack up about 15 to 30 hours/year. If you volunteer to work an event,
or help with a course, or check in folks at our luncheons, keep track of your
hours because a couple of times a year your committee chair will ask you how
many hours you’ve worked. The way it works is the District Commander reports
on the hours of the Squadron Commander, the Squadron Commander reports on
the hours of the Bridge Members and the Commander’s Committee Chairs, all of
the Committee Chairs need to keep track of each volunteer’s hours on their committee and you’ll make that job a lot easier if you keep your own hours.
So, if you meet the 12-hour threshold, your hours will be reported to National.
And it’s not just John Jones volunteered 12 hours. No, every recommendation
for a merit mark must be supported by facts that adequately describe the work
performed by the member. And if everyone going up the chain agrees, then you
will earn ONE Merit Mark for the year. 12 hours or 2,000 hours—1 Merit Mark
per year. Once you get five Merit Marks you become a Senior Member and get a
plaque. When you’ve earned 25 Merit Marks you become a Life Member and no
longer must pay your annual dues. If you receive 50 Merit Marks, you become a
Member Emeriti of the USPS Governing Board!! P/D/LT/C Michael Kovalcin,
SN is the only member of our Squadron who currently has 50 Merit Marks.
When it was more common to wear uniforms, each Merit Mark earned was represented by a gold bar on the sleeve of the jacket.
Now with our Back OnBoard! program we are giving you one additional session
on the water if you earned a Merit Mark last year, and another session if you
chair one of our committees (which will earn you a Merit Mark for this year).
Essentially, through your volunteerism you can earn two sessions on our boat
club boats.
America’s Boating Club of Sarasota is run 100% through the hours that you volunteer. We couldn’t be a successful club with lots of classes and fun events without your help. Thank You.
Commander Barbara Wolfe, P

www.usps.org
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE

ADMIN OFFICER’S UPDATE

The Chairs of both the Cooperative
Charting Program and the Vessel
Safety Check (VSC) Committee have
started the year off with great vigor.
VSC performed several inspections at
local boat clubs, yacht clubs and
some individual boats as well. Coop
Charting has started the month with
one survey and is working on one or two more.

The start of a new year often brings
with it a fresh outlook, and such is
the case when we have our Change
of Watch. New ideas are introduced,
and new people volunteer to help
with activities. I am happy to say
that we have finalized social and
boating plans for the year and there
is definitely something for everyone
in our membership.

I attended the National Annual American Boating Club
Meeting in Ponte, Vedra, FL February 14-15th and
gained a lot of good information and ideas that I can
use in the future to further support our Squadron. It
was also a very valuable networking opportunity to
meet with National and other District members.

Pull up the Squadron calendar and look at the offerings.
You can kick up your heels in an Irish jig (well, maybe
not!) in March. The first Saturday in May is Derby Day,
and we are having a party to celebrate the Run for the
Roses. Another celebration takes place in June when
we honor Fathers’ Day.

I will be working to continue providing Ship Store
items at our weekly luncheons and developing other
marketing and public relations strategies to support the
Squadron.

We take a little break during the summer months but get
busy again in the Fall. Be watching for more activities
to unfold as the weather cools down.

Another objective of the Executive Officer is to
strengthen relationships with boat related organizations
outside the SPSS. An important focus will be on National Safe Boating Week working with the VSC committee and Public Relations. This year National Safe
Boating Week is observed May 16-22. It has been observed for seven days ending on the last Friday before
Memorial Day since 1994.

And in addition to these land-based events, there are
boating “cruise to eat”, raft-ups, and kayaking trips all
planned for your enjoyment. So I invite everyone to
have some fun this year, and I hope to see you out and
about!

` AO Mary Messenger

Wish you all a Happy St. Patrick’s Day this month.
See our flyer attached and join us to celebrate our Irish
brethren.
XO Roxanne E. Fox, S

Co-Op Charting
(Incognito)
Can be chilly in February
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Cdr Barbara Wolfe with luncheon speaker Danny
Moroney.
Danny is the CEO of Hope Fleet International and
spoke to us about the organizations efforts to supply
much needed disaster supplies to the devastated
areas in the Bahamas after Hurricane Dorian. The
organization gathers boaters willing to ferry goods
and supplies to a truly desperate population.

Speaker Virginia J Haley, CEO Visit Sarasota
County since 1999.
VISIT SARASOTA COUNTY (VSC) is the official tourism marketing entity and primary provider of visitor information for Sarasota County
where tourism is the top industry. VSC operates
three official Sarasota Visitors Information Centers and a Visitor Information Vehicle. The Visitors Center is staffed by fifty knowledgeable volunteers who welcome millions of visitors and
newcomers a year to the area.

Bernice J. Pelea, MPH, M.S. R.N., with Cdr Barbara Wolfe.
Bernice J. Pelea, Program Manager for Alzheimer's Association of Florida Gulf Coast, spoke to us regarding the current
state of learning in the field of Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia. The Association’s mission is to eliminate Alzheimer's disease and all other dementia through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and support
for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through
the promotion of brain health.

www.usps.org
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Chaplain’s Corner

This is a tribute to our own Joe Andrade and Ed Fisch who have lead our
clubs continuing effort to bring
kayaking into the main stream of America’s Boating Club of Sarasota. They
have selected locations, prepared them
for our participation, and arranged to make kayaks
available so no one is left out of the fun. And now, to
further share it all with us, they have provided a description of their voyage and some especially colorful
photos. See Page 8 of this edition of the South Wind.
And throughout this ongoing effort they have not lost a
single member to the alligators. Good going, guys!

You never know how strong you are
until being strong is the only choice you have.

Bob Marley

Ed.

PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE
While all boaters need to learn certain basic skills, we soon learn that almost every boat has its own character (or lack of
it!) You clearly need to learn the ways of the boat you own as well as certain common skills likely to be helpful regardless of what boat you are captaining. Here is a short list of a few key areas for practice:
Boater's Eye
Are you aware of your surroundings and the way your boat is moving in relation to them? How can you tell when your
boat is stationary? Situational awareness is important. Pick a nearby fixed object, such as a dock or a channel marker,
and sight quickly along a line to the background behind it. The position of the fixed object in relation to the background
tells you at a glance how you are moving. If the boat is stationary, the marker and the object behind it (a tree, for example) form a sightline called a range. Make developing this boater's eye a habit out on the water.
Taking Marks
Use your boater's eye in concert with two geometric axioms. Remember: Two points determine a line, and two lines
determine a point. When you want to mark a spot, such as a fishing reef, look for objects that make up two ranges that
intersect over your reef. Write them down in a notebook. The practice is sometimes referred to as “taking marks.” Even
in the age of touchscreen GPS, it's a useful skill.
S.C.A.N.
The acronym stands for Scan, Concentrate, Analyze and Negotiate. When underway at any speed, scan 240 degrees
around your boat, beginning just aft of amidships on your starboard-side. Look as you rotate your eyes and head all the
way forward and around to just aft on your port side. Then scan back to starboard and repeat. Focus close in while moving slowly, and farther out when moving faster. Concentrate: Are there other boats around? How many and how fast are
they moving? Where are you in relation to the shoreline and channel markers? Analyze: Do you see them leaving any
wakes that you'll have to cross? Are any of them on courses that might intersect with yours? Do any objects block your
way? Are course changes coming up? Negotiate: Maneuver appropriately by steering and adjusting speed according to
what you see around you.
Ferrying In Wind and Current
A boat "vectors," or reacts, to two forces acting on it from different directions, such as wind or current and propeller
thrust. For example, if the wind is coming toward you at a 45-degree angle, your boat will slide sideways as it moves
forward. Paddlers in canoes and kayaks know this effect as ferrying and use it to avoid turning sideways and capsizing
when crossing a strong current. Skilled powerboaters ferry to slide neatly into a dock. The place to experiment with ferrying is in open water. Once you get it working, you'll feel like it's magic, and people watching will too.
Tip: The reason to begin S.C.A.N. to starboard is because the Rules of the Road make us responsible for altering course
to avoid any vessel approaching from starboard.
Patience
Learn the way your boat responds to low-speed turns by observing how long it takes to "answer" your turn of the helm,
and how to use a quick thrust from your engine to maneuver in different directions, in forward and reverse. Remember,
there are no brakes. Practice patience and practice using as little throttle and helm as possible to maneuver the boat.
Written in part by Capt. John Page Williams
Page 7
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KAYAKING SNOOK HAVEN
Don’t touch the Gators

The weather could not have been better
for the 2nd squadron kayak trip of 2020.
The temperatures were in the mid-70’s for the February
15 paddle. A total of 12 members/guests launched from
Snook Haven and paddled south on the Myakka River.
About an hour later, the group turned around and paddled back to Snook Haven, with a slight tailwind on the
return trip. Along the route, we saw about 20 alligators.
As usual, Joe Andrade took many photos of the group.
The group had lunch at Snook Haven, sitting outside
and listening to the band amongst the other 50-100 patrons.

www.usps.org
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

AMAZONSMILE!!!

$$$$$$
By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you
buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than going to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s the
same website, but when you buy through AmazonSmile
you are automatically making a charitable donation.

Richard L. Stewart
Michael and Kristin Goldberg and Family: Sarah,
Alex and Noah.
Eugene Wrenn
Karl Aavik
Karen Underwood Kramer and David Kramer
Beatrice Stryker
David Bialosky and Carolyn Christian Bialosky
Philip Basile and Lorraine Wachowiak (Basile)
Jaki Becker
Qing Hua Wu
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These important stories arrived late, but just in time before
publication to be added here. Ed.

Our tour of the home of Southeatern Guide Dogs;
Evidence that SPSS may yet be going to the dogs.

JUST UNDER THE WIRE

GAME NIGHT
2/21/2020
More games, more people, more food & more fun!

www.usps.org
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Kayaking Phillippi Creek
Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron
Saturday, March 14, 2020 – 9:15 am

Event Captain – Tim Ryan
Trip Leaders – Ed Fisch & Joe Andrade

Place: Phillippi Estate Park
5500 S Tamiami Trail
Sarasota FL 34231
https://www.scgov.net/government/parks-recreation-and-natural-resources

Trip Description: We will paddle up stream about 2.5 miles to about S. Tuttle Avenue. We
will then return downstream to launch site.
Directions: Park is just past Phillippi Farmers Market off Tamiami Trail and Hollywood
Blvd. If bringing own kayak, a wheel cart will be useful as launch site is about 50 yards from
parking.
Lunch: Phillippi Creek Oyster Bar
5353 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231
www.creekseafood.com

941.925.4444
Kayak Rentals: For those wishing to rent a kayak, call George at Economy Tackle @
941.922.9671 (suggest calling as soon as possible, but no later than March 5, as kayaks are not
being held). Regular single - $35, Regular tandem - $40. When making reservation, please
tell George that you are with the Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron.
Please contact Tim Ryan at 49timryan@gmail.com or 785.320.0579 (cell) if you plan on
coming. We don’t want to launch without you.

www.usps.org
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PAN PAN
FROM 2/20/2020 NOTICE TO MARINERS
FLORIDA – CHARLOTTE HARBOR TO TAMPA BAY: Manasota Key and Knights Island Beach Project (UPDATE
February 7, 2020)
Great Lakes Dredge will commence dredging activities for the Charlotte /Sarasota County Regional Beach Project. Operations will take place on or about January 20, 2020 until approximately May 20, 2020 - operations will occur 24
hours per day – 7 days per week. Tugs MR. CHESTER, SEA CYPRUS, CAPTAIN HERBERT, and Boosters ERIN
and BARNEY along with a couple of barges will be monitoring VHF channels 13 and 16. Project details consist of Installation of 30-inch diameter pipeline and two Booster Pump Barges for beach renourishment of Manasota Key and
Don Pedro Island. Two submarine 30” pipelines will be installed in the area to pump ashore sand from two Trail Suction Hopper Dredges, the Dodge Island and the Padre Island. Dredging will be in the borrow areas within the working
area locations. All pipelines and anchors will be marked via lighted can buoy and orange Norwegian buoys. For more
information contact the Project Manager, Brian Dast at (630) 699-9995 email BDast@gldd.com or the Site Manager,
Matt Ferrell at (630) 248-4078 email MFerrell@gldd.com or Shohei Ishikawa at (630) 217-1478 email sishikawa@gldd.com (Ref: LNM 06/20)
FLORIDA – CHARLOTTE HARBOR TO TAMPA BAY – BIG SARASOTA PASS: SEVERE SHOAL.
The U.S. Coast Guard has received reports of shoaling in the vicinity of Private aid Big Sarasota Pass Daybeacon 13
(LLNR 21515). Mariners are advised to proceed with caution and remain a safe distance
from Daybeacon 13 due to surrounding shoal and reduced water depth. This Private aid is
owned and maintained by Sarasota County. The shoal will likely shift by the summer.
Mariners are advised to use extreme caution while transiting the area and consult the latest
Army Corps of Engineers hydrographic surveys for more information at https://
www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Navigation/Notices-to-Navigation/

Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron
2814 Hyde Park Street
Sarasota, FL. 34239

A-Trip: The state of the anchor at the moment it breaks
free from the bottom.

www.usps.org
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