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The sun is shining. The flowers are 
blooming. And boating can be a part 

of all we do. 
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CALENDAR/CLASSES 

 
SPSS LUNCHEONS 

 

  

 

 LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC, 
ALL LUNCHEONS, CLASS AND MEET-
INGS ARE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE. Watch for announcements in your 
WEEKLY UPDATE. 

Boating Adventure: The Promise and the Peril 
A True Story 

 
Joy and Jim were extraordinarily experienced boaters and sailors. Retired, they set sail from Florida in 2002, a simple 
cross Atlantic run saw them push onward, ultimately to sail around the world. Or nearly so. It was the tail end of their 
adventure, travelling from Hawaii and headed toward Bellingham, Washington. Jim, a keen watcher of the weather 
with a fully equipped vessel, just 200 miles from finishing the around the world cruise, noticed trouble ahead, but was 
sure he had seen far worse. The following are excerpts from what happened next. 
 
It was a bouncy ride, but with the westerly flow from the high, Kelaerin, their proud vessel which had brought them  
almost to the finish line, was knocking off the miles, averaging a steady 5 knots, on an ideal heading … straight for 
the barn. The distance to go grew shorter and shorter. Jim continued to download twice-daily GRIB files, and the fore-
cast remained good. In fact, from about 150 miles out to sea, right to the coast, the winds appeared to go very light — 
under 5 knots — and from the southwest. 
 
Then, with fewer than 200 miles to sail, suddenly, and ominously, things changed. 
 
The first inkling of brewing trouble was a GRIB file Jim downloaded on the evening of June 15. The forecast now 
called for north to northwest winds of up to 26 knots, which meant higher gusts: not terrible, but not pleasant either. 
“The seas got more nervous,” Jim said. “They were confused to begin with. They were getting jittery. The boat was 
just jerking around. Every now and then it would fall into a hole. It just wasn’t plain sailing.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5          



   Page  3 https://sarasota-boating.org/ 

Sarasota Power  and Sail Squadron 

See us on: 

 

 

SOUTH WIND 
  

 
Published by the 

SARASOTA POWER & SAIL 
SQUADRON  

2814 Hyde Park Street 
 Sarasota, FL 34239-3227 

(941) 953-7565 
 

 
SOUTH WIND STAFF 

 

Editor:          D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S 
Copy Ed:       Lt Carol Holmes, AP  
Contributor:  P/Lt/C Sylvia Wedge, AP 
   
     

            2020 SPSS BRIDGE 
 

   
 Cdr:    Barbara Wolfe, P 
               Barbara@ivymtc.com 
                    (941) 371-1284 
 XO:         Lt/C Roxanne Fox, S 
                 rfox627703@aol.com 
                    (301)-518-3121 
 SEO:      Lt/C Joe Barnette, SN 
                 cjbarnette@yahoo.com 
                    (941) 957-0444 
 AO:    Lt/C Mary Messenger 
      rakoite@aol.com 
       (804)-840-9417 
 Sec:       Lt/C Tracy Walshaw, S 
                  tracyv1008@gmail.com  
                    (313) 689-3074  
 Treas:  Lt/C Daniel Sullivan, S 
      dsullivan321@gmail.com  
        (941) 586-2174  
 Asst AO  1st/Lt Howard Noble JN 
      Bhnoble@comcast.net 
        (352) 317-4862 
                 
 

Photographers:  
Sandy Boos, Robert Wolfe, Joe Andrade, 
Frank Tugwell, Barry Rush, Gary Wells 
          

                       
          

        
 

Next Deadline: 
15 July 2020 

See Notice Page 10 
Send photos and articles to: 

D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S at 

rlsouthwind@gmail.com 

 

COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I hope that you are all staying well by practicing 
your social distancing and wearing masks and 
gloves if you must go out. I noticed that there were 
a lot of clicks on the links for making masks that 
were posted in the Weekly Update. Maybe we 
should all bring our homemade masks to our first 
Marina Jack luncheon after we are open and have 
a contest for the best one? 
 

By the time you are reading this column we will have had our Giving 
Challenge fundraiser through the Community Foundation on April 28th 
and 29th. I hope that you were all generous, as it will be difficult for us to 
hold our regularly scheduled fundraising events in the Fall, yet our ex-
penses have not taken a holiday. 
 
We started to use Zoom for a couple of the classes that we had to cancel. 
We started on April 25 with an ABC course and are following with the 
seven-week Boat Handling course. Our instructors all participated in a 
couple of practice sessions, and everyone (instructors and students) seems 
enthusiastic about being able to continue our mission of boat safety edu-
cation. 
 
We also held our Bridge and ExCom meetings in April using Zoom, and 
they worked very well, perhaps going forward some folks might prefer to 
attend that way rather than coming to the Squadron for a meeting if they 
feel a bit under the weather, or even if they are out of town. 
 
This down time has given us the chance to do some things that may have 
remained on the to do list. The New Member Booklet has been totally re-
written, awaiting some new members to send it to.  
 
And, in case you missed it in the Weekly Update, the ExCom approved a 
$500 donation for the Sarasota All Faiths Food Bank—I am immensely 
proud of them for that. There are a lot of our neighbors hurting during this 
time, and I am glad that we were able to help. 
 
Be Well. 
 
I miss you. 
 
 
 
 
                    Commander Barbara Wolfe, P 
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ADMIN OFFICER’S UPDATE 

     

Hello! Everyone.  I hope all are well 
and safe at home.  Hopefully our iso-
lation at home will come to an end 
and we can get back to enjoying all 
our events. 
 
I miss the human contact that we 
have taken for granted and can’t wait 

until we can get back to normal. 
 
The COOP Charting has been postponed until further 
notice.   
 
The Vehicle Safety Checks (VSC) have also been post-
poned, but our report to National for March was sub-
mitted. 
 
Boat Safety: Every year individuals and organizations 
act to increase the awareness of safe and responsible 
behaviors on the water.  Boating is a fun and exciting 
way to spend time, so lets all contribute to the safety 
on our waters. Please remember the National Safe 
Boating Week, May 20 to May 26. 
 
 Keep the Faith.   
 
 

 
            XO Roxanne E. Fox, S 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 
While we have missed several social 
opportunities over the past weeks, 
we will continue them when the 
coast is clear, so to speak.   
 
The first possibility to look forward 
to:  our Father’s Day luncheon on 
Sunday, June 21.  This is weeks 
away so hopefully we will be able to 
host this event.  It is planned to be 

held in our clubhouse and to be a fun family event.  
Starting at 1:00 pm, you will have time to attend reli-
gious services and then gather for a barbecue and ice 
cream luncheon.  If you have family members in town 
to celebrate Dad, by all means bring them along.  You’ll 
see a flyer when we get the go-ahead for this date. 
 
And yes, the Kentucky Derby has been postponed from 
the first weekend in May – to the first weekend in Sep-
tember.  So has our planned party.  So now you have 
plenty of time to create the most beautiful (or fun) Der-
by hat for our event!  
 
 I hope everyone is well and keeping safe during this 
time. 
 
  
              AO Mary Messenger 
 

 
WHAT WILL THEY THINK OF NEXT? 

Why not add this to your boat? 
 

Raymarine DockSense Alert Assisted-Docking System 
DockSense Alert detects solid objects around the boat and alerts the captain to make docking a breeze  

 
Visibility restrictions can make docking difficult but sliding into that slip won’t be a challenge if the DockSense Alert 
Assisted-Docking System is aboard. Utilizing FLIR 3D stereo--camera vision, you’ll have a live video feed on the Ray-
marine Axiom display plus an overhead graphic view. Up to seven cameras (with automatic weather shields) can be 
incorporated into the system, so virtually any size or shape of boat can be covered. And unlike other docking-assist sys-
tems, DockSense is completely self-contained—no beacons or sensors needed at the slip. 
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The Promise and the Peril,  Continued from Page 2 
 
The changing conditions, and the new northerly, necessitated a course change. Jim kept falling far-
ther off the wind to keep it abaft the beam. The straight-line shot to Cape Flattery was a fleeting, 
distant memory. 
 
Around 0230 on June 17, Joy disappeared below to catch a short catnap. In all their time cruising, 
she’d never seen such seas. Jim remained in the cockpit. Forget 26 knots. It was gusting into the 
40s. So much for the cakewalk home. 
 
An hour passed. The boat surged on a wave. White water streamed down both sides of Kelaerin. The boat slowed down. 
The wave dissipated. This was nothing especially new. Jim, sitting to starboard and watching the compass, never saw 
the next wave, the one that came steaming in from port and caught Kelaerin broadside. But he felt it. It was unlike any 
wave in the steady train that preceded it. 
 
“The boat just picked up on that wave and the wave slammed it down,” he said. “It was pretty much upside down.” Lat-
er, Jim tried to calculate the physics of the crash. The masthead VHF antenna washed away during it, meaning the spar 
was seriously dunked. “I don’t think we did a 360-degree turn, but we went [to] at least 220 [degrees],” he said. “It was 
definitely not the wave we surged on. I guess it was a rogue wave. Once we righted, we didn’t have any more waves 
like that. We had that one wave.” 
 
Down below in the aft cabin, Joy also withstood the impact. “It was so hard it literally felt as though we had been hit by 
a train while sitting on the tracks,” she wrote. Then … water. Everywhere. She was entombed by it. For a moment, she 
wondered if she’d ever take a breath of air again. First, she was on the ceiling, then back in her berth, then her feet were 
on the floor. They were underwater. 
 
She gathered her wits and couldn't believe her eyes (it was chaos) or her ears (the noise was deafening). Lockers were 
torn asunder, their doors broken or missing, their contents sloshing in water covering the cabin sole. The floorboards 
had vanished, the tanks exposed to view. 
 
Back topside, though blood was streaming down his face from a deep gash over his left eye, Jim also took stock of the 
situation. He’d survived the wallop from his perch in the center cockpit with a death grip on the Edson steering pedes-
tal, the base of which was now broken, though amazingly enough, they still had steering. He’d watched the dodger and 
Bimini blow away “like newspaper in the wind.” The dinghy, which had been lashed down to handrails on the forward 
deck, was missing. Neither the stainless rack for the life raft, secured to the deck with a dozen bolts, nor the raft itself 
were still there. 
 
Forward of that, the massive Lewmar Ocean Series hatch, which had been down and dogged for the entire trip, was 
popped open and standing straight up. Had it acted like a scoop for the literally tons of water now washing through the 
boat? It was the only explanation that seemed to make any sense. 
 
Joy came on deck to find Jim standing at the wheel, driving Kelaerin down the face of a wave. She looked around, 
stunned by what she did and didn't see: no raft, no dinghy, no dodger, broken bits of cockpit coaming and other detritus, 
her husband bloodied but unbowed. He asked her to put out a mayday call on the VHF, which went unanswered. Then 
they swapped positions so Jim could go below and assess the situation. 
 
It was a grim sight. “With the boat pitching and rolling, the water on the cabin sole was like a little tidal wave going 
from bow to stern and back,” he said. The SSB radio was out, as was at least one of their two VHF radios. But the bat-
teries remained secure and operational, and the wind generator was still intact and whirring like a banshee: They had 
power. Jim switched on all four electric bilge pumps, including the 4,000-gallon-an-hour submersible in the engine 
room, the one with the 1½-inch discharge “like a fire hose.” For about 20 minutes, they ran fine and took the water level 
down several inches, but then the paperback books floating in the murk and turning to mush — “like oatmeal” — 
clogged the pumps. Though it was hard to see while blinking blood out of his eyes, Jim managed to unsnap the main 
pump from its base and clear the screen, which he did countless times during the next several hours. But it became a 
losing, futile proposition. It would run a few minutes and just clog again. 
 

 
Continued on Following Page      
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The Promise and the Peril,  Continued from Page 5 
 
"I looked at Jim and said, 'Should we set the EPIRB off?' and he said, 'Yeah, we better set it off.'" He retrieved it from 
its holder and pushed the button. 
 
Jim's contacts on Kelaerin's EPIRB registration were a pair of old tugboat pals whom he spoke to daily via ham radio. 
When the Coast Guard reached them, they were able to confirm the Careys' position from the previous evening's call; 
their course and destination; and that they'd reported encountering rough weather. The Coast Guard responded by im-
mediately dispatching a helicopter from its base in Warrenton, Oregon. 
 
Several hours later, the second, still operable VHF radio on Kelaerin crackled to life. It was the Coast Guard chopper, 
about 20 minutes out. Amazingly, the chart plotter was still functioning, and Joy was able to relay an exact position. 
The airmen continued calling and asking Joy to count down numbers so they could pinpoint the boat via their radio-
direction-finding equipment. Soon enough, the helicopter was hovering overhead. 
 
"Then everything went at hyper speed," Joy said. "The Coast Guard swimmer said I had only a minute to gather my 
things." Perhaps surprisingly, the decision to leave Kelaerin still caught her by surprise. She'd collected some items and 
stashed them in a dry bag and a small cooler earlier, when they'd first fired off the EPIRB, not really thinking she'd be 
leaping into the water with them. Now that such a scenario was imminent, she realized their passports, wallets, cash, 
good camera and other valuables were either missing or unreachable. Too late. 
 
In the frantic moments that followed, neither the cooler nor the computer she'd grabbed at the last moment ever made it 
off Kelaerin. Like almost everything else they cherished from their years of cruising, all the hard drives, pictures, logs 
and mementos, they stayed on the boat, forever gone. "It's an unimaginable loss," Joy would later write. 
 
The rescue was nothing shy of heroic. It turned out the -helicopter was at the extreme limit of its range when the Careys 
were winched aboard in baskets. It diverted from Warrenton on its return 180-mile flight, and set down in nearby Asto-
ria. When it landed, Jim heard the pilot tell ground control they were down to one minute of fuel. One minute. 
on July 22, a miracle came true. On a routine patrol, the Coast Guard cutter Barracuda found Kelaerin and took her un-
der tow. She was 440-miles south-southeast from the position she was last seen, over a month earlier. 
 
With thanks to Herb McCormick, Cruising World’s executive editor. 

BEFORE 

AFTER (note the main sail etc.) 
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CORONAVIRUS 

A MESSAGE FROM CHIEF COMMANDER 
MARY PAIGE ABBOTT 

 
COVID-19 continues to challenge us as we all desire a return to ‘normal’ with ourselves, our families, our communi-
ties, and our squadrons. We must, however, proceed to ‘hunker down’ (hurricane preparation lingo) for a while. All is 
not lost; there are things you can do to not just entertain yourself during this downtime, but to educate yourself. For 
instance, take a look at our online offerings: 
 
a. Courses and Seminars https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education 
b. America’s Boating Channel – view all of the YouTube videos https:// americasboatingchannel.com/ 
c. Become a Vessel Safety Examiner! Study the manual and take the exam online https:// www.usps.org/ index.php/

departments/12000/12900 
d. Member Benefits – have you looked at all of them recently? You can be saving $$$ https:// www.usps.org/

index.php/departments/14000/1450001/benefits-alphabetical 
 
 UPDATES: from the Board of Directors and Executive Director: 
 
1. Our headquarters building in Raleigh will be closed the remainder of this week [May just have reopened –ed]. Calls 

and emails will be monitored. A message was sent to all district and squadron commanders today. 
 
2. Also, with regard to squadron and district meetings, votes, changes of watch, etc.: while we do not have a formal 

(unbelievable, I know, given the size and scope of our Operations Manual and Bylaws) procedure for conducting 
business when a national emergency has occurred, the National Committee on Rules position is “…for squadrons 
and districts to conduct business by the best available means while preserving the safety and security of our mem-
bers”; thus you may make use of electronic means. 

 
3. The Educational Department is in the process of creating a Virtual Meeting Indoctrination seminar which will be 

sent to all district and squadron commanders. Target: in hands late March! 
 
4. Vessel Safety Examiners: The USCGAux has recommended that examiners suspend performing Vessel Safety 

Checks until further notice. We support that recommendation. 
 

I wish you fair winds, calm seas, and good health. 
 

                               CHIEF COMMANDER MARY PAIGE ABBOTT 
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By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you 
buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than go-
ing to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s the 
same website, but when you buy through AmazonSmile 
you are automatically making a charitable donation. 
Once you’re on the AmazonSmile page you’ll see the 
word Supporting in the upper left. It is there that you 
have to enter our name. Since nearly a million charities 
participate it’s important that you choose us. Therefore, 
enter united states power squadron sarasota. Adding 
Sarasota is very important, because many, many, many 
other Squadrons already participate. In a fraction of a 
second we will pop up and all you have to do is hit the 
Select button and from then on whenever you go to 
AmazonSmile and purchase something, we get a little 
something too! The important thing to remember going 
forward is to shop through the AmazonSmile.com web-
site and not just Amazon.  

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

$$$$$$ 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Ben & Nancy Boyum - The Boyum’s are new mem-

bers who signed up on our Squadron website. 

They enjoy golf, travel and sailing.  

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Crazy Contributions:  
 
The South Wind will  
accept donations to the 
Squadron General Fund in 
amounts of $10 or more 
with a dedication in your 
own words. Anything 
goes, but keep it clean 
folks. It may be reviewed 
by the Chaplain. 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 
FWC EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 20-09 RECREATIONAL VESSELS 

COVID-19 
 
WHEREAS, The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission of the State of Florida, acts under the authority of Article IV, Section 
9, of the Florida Constitution, and acts through its Executive Director under 68-1.009, F.A.C., Delegations of Authority, February 
14, 2013, Paragraphs 17 and 22;and 
 
WHEREAS, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis on March 1, 2020 by Executive Order No.: 20-51, directed the State Health Officer 
and Surgeon General, Dr. Scott Rivkees to declare a public emergency in the State of Florida pursuant to F.S. 381.00315; and 
 
WHEREAS, Governor DeSantis issued Executive Order No.: 20-52 on March 9, 2020, pursuant to the authority vested in him by 
Article IV, Section l(a) of the Florida Constitution, the State Emergency Management Act, s. 252.31, Florida Statutes, et al., as 
amended, and all other applicable laws declared a State of Emergency for the State of Florida as a result of COVID-19; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC") recommends community preparedness and various preven-
tion and mitigation measures be taken. These measures include among other things, keeping people away from persons who are sick 
or have been exposed to persons ill with COVID-19, limiting face-to face contact with individuals who are sick or have been ex-
posed to persons ill with COVID-19, exercising social distancing which includes avoiding congregate settings, and maintaining 
distance (approximately 6 feet or 2 meters) from others and remaining at home; and 
 
WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, President Donald J. Trump and the CDC issued the "15 Days to Slow the Spread" guidance advis-
ing individuals to adopt far-reaching social distancing measures, such as working from home and avoiding gatherings of more than 
10 people; and 
 
WHEREAS, the CDC states that large events and mass gatherings can contribute to the spread of COVID-19 whether organized by 
communities or by individuals, and the Commission has observed and received numerous reports from across the state that large 
numbers of vessels are congregating together in various locations across the state, tying up or anchoring close together, and individ-
uals are often leaving their vessels and assembling closely in shallow water; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 327.71, F.S., authorizes the Commission to issue temporary exemptions to any provisions of Chapter 327 if it 
determines that federal law imposes less restrictive requirements or determines that the exemption will not adversely affect boating 
safety. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority granted by Executive Orders 20-51, 20-52 of the Executive Office of the Governor 
and consistent with Executive Order 20-68; pursuant to the Commission's aforementioned delegations of authority; and pursuant to 
the authority granted in 327.71, F.S. to create temporary exemptions from any provision of Chapter 327 or the rules 
thereunder and notwithstanding anything to the contrary in Florida Statutes or Florida Administrative Code: 
 
In order to protect the public from the continued spread of COVID-19 I hereby suspend any provisions of Section 327.02, F.S., Sec-
tion 327.46, F.S., or any other provision of Chapter 327 or regulation thereunder that limits the Commission's ability to implement 
boating restrictions on the vessels on the waters of this state necessary to enforce effective social distancing provisions; and 
 
I interpret "other navigational hazards" within Section 327.46, F.S., for purposes of this order, to include behavior that may result in 
mass gatherings or congregations of people susceptible to the spread of COVID-19; and 
 
I further determine that vessels accessing the waters of the state that do not follow the requirements outlined below constitute a 
"hazard to public safety" during this public health emergency; and 
 
I hereby designate all waters of the state to be a boating-restricted area and the owners and operators of recreational vessels, as de-
fined ins. 327.02, F.S., thereon are subject to the following restrictions: 
 
Recreational vessel occupancy is limited to no more than 10 persons per vessel; and 
 
A minimum distance of 50 feet between recreational vessels and any other vessel shall be maintained; 
 
lbis distance provision does not apply to permitted mooring fields, public or private marinas, or any other permanently installed wet 
slips, and does not apply to vessels underway unless they are tied, rafted or moored to another vessel. 
 
lbis Order shall be effective upon execution and shall expire when the Governor's Executive Order 20-52, expires, or any extension 
thereof, unless rescinded or superseded at a sooner date. 
 

Rules and regulations in the age of Covid 19 change rapidly. Check on line before you launch. 

9 
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  
2814 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, FL. 34239 

PAN PAN 

Physical copies of this edi-
tion are not being made and 
mailing is suspended. Feel 

free to print a copy. 

 

NOTICE TO READERS 
 

As many of our readers know, the South Wind usually takes a hiatus in the summer months 
recognizing the reduction in activities while some of our members are up north. This year, 
due to the corona virus, many of the Squadrons social events are on hold. In addition, many 
of our classes are on hold until we can gather again at headquarters. (Note, however, some of 
our classes such as ABC are being reconfigured so they can be held via Zoom. In fact, re-
search is being done to add to the agenda as we go to “press.”) As a result, The South Wind 
will be taking a siesta in June and July. Depending on developments, we may extend that to 
August.  
 
In the meantime, send us your pictures and let us know how you are doing. If we have 
enough, we will publish a special Edition. Hope to see you all soon. Stay healthy. Stay safe. 
 
                                            Ed. 

To All our Mothers, Fathers, Grandmothers and Grandfathers: 
 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY AND FATHERS DAY 


