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SAY BOATS DON’T FLY?
Dealers Say Otherwise
In this time of Covid-19, boats are flying out of dealer’s inventory as time on the water with family and just a
few friends on the open water is a great way to enjoy Sarasota living. From the July 2 New York Times:
“Boats haven’t quite achieved sold-out pandemic panic-buy status, like toilet paper, bicycles and baby chickens, but they’re in increasingly short supply. With families looking for a way to vacation in as close to a bubble as possible, they’re plowing money they might have spent on trips and summer camps into all manner of
boats, from $30,000 16-foot boats to, in one case, an $8.5 million 84-foot Italian yacht.”From the July 2 New
York Times:
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CALENDAR/CLASSES

SPSS LUNCHEONS
Squadron luncheons will not be held until indoor
dining is considered generally safe. Watch these
pages and your Weekly Update for our return to
Marina Jack.

The area is such a rich fishing ground: the collision of the cold Labrador Current and the
warm Gulf Stream in the Grand Banks, just
south of Mallory and Cliff's fishing location.
As the ocean currents converge at the Grand
Banks, so do the masses of air above them. The
air atop each current reflects the temperature
beneath. When the wet, warm air from the
south reaches the Grand Banks, the cold air
traveling south cools the Gulf Stream. Cooling,
in turn, condenses the water vapor, resulting
in heavy fog. How heavy? The Grand Banks is
the foggiest place on the face of the Earth. The
fog can destroy visibility for those on the water. But what accompanies the fog is even
more hazardous to sailors: strong winds. Typically, wind disperses fog, but in this case, the
fog is so thick and widespread that the wind
doesn't clear it. Storms here are serious business. Hurricane-force winds of 80 miles per
hour and 45-foot waves aren't unheard of.
They sailed on toward the next destination,
feeling optimistic about their chances and con-

A COOL STORY FOR A HOT DAY
Our true story begins with Mallory, Cliff and
son Alan on their trusty crab fishing boat, the
Northern Swan out of William’s Harbour on
the southern coast of Labrador in the Canadian province of Newfoundland. It was June.
But unlike Sarasota, in Labrador sea ice that
drifts toward shore can be a major hassle for
fishermen eager to set out for a day's work.
Fortunately, The Northern Swan crew was
able to navigate the situation and leave the
harbor this time.
On this particular June morning, The Northern
Swan crew headed straight for a crabbing hot
spot they'd recently discovered. They enjoyed
calm seas and relatively clear skies during the
four-mile voyage. Still, they couldn't shake off
the sense that this might be a disappointing
day. While they had been enjoying a fantastically successful fishing season, they knew they
couldn't rely on their good fortune to continue. Especially since it was coming to the end
of crab season.
www.usps.org
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fident in The Northern Swan's seaworthiness, as well as their own
seamanship. As they traveled further, however, the crew's selfassurance started to dwindle. What caused their shrinking courage? Ice. Scattered chunks from broken up sheets of ice were floating on the surface around them. And then there are the icebergs.
For anyone who ventures into Newfoundland and Labrador waters, the specter of the Titanic is difficult to escape. As The Northern Swan sailed further out into the sea that morning, the towering
icy reminders of that terrible tragedy were impossible for the crew
to ignore.
Most of these icebergs originate on the coast of Greenland, where
chunks of ancient glaciers break off into the water. As they meander south with the current, many of the icebergs break up due to
collisions with sea ice or shores, or else melt away slowly as the
temperature rises during the voyage. Of the 15,000 to 30,000 icebergs that slip off of Greenland's shores each year, only 500 to
1,000 make it as far as Iceberg Alley. The journey can take up to
three years.
Iceberg Alley is a worldwide tourist destination, but even native
Newfoundlanders like Mallory, Cliff and Alan are not immune to
the mesmerizing sight of the otherworldly monoliths. By the time
they arrive, the ancient blocks of ice have been carved into luminous sculptures by the forces of erosion. Each one is different. Pinnacles, pyramids, arches, domes, blue streaks: the variety of
shapes and colors is astounding.
For small vessels like The Northern Swan, however, it's not the
huge icebergs that present the most danger, but the smaller ones.
The smaller pieces are called "bergy bits," which are the size of a
small house, and "growlers," which are
the size of a grand piano. These smaller sized icebergs are harder for sailors
to see with the naked eye; radar may
also miss them as they bob up and
down with the waves. Despite the increasingly poor conditions, the crew
decided to press on. They were confident in their collective experience.
With Alan now at the helm, The
Northern Swan started sailing back
toward land. As Alan navigated the treacherous waters, he noticed
an approaching iceberg. It was far from the first iceberg they'd encountered that morning, but this one was different. Something
wasn't right At first, the crew thought it had to be a baby seal. But
after Alan pulled out the binoculars to take a closer look, he reported that it definitely was not a seal: its movements and general
appearance weren't consistent. The mystery was too much: they
(Continued on page 4)
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ing off of his glacier perch had soaked his
fur, leaving him perilously exposed to the
elements. As family and fellow crew members, Mallory, Cliff, and Alan made the decision together to attempt the rescue, despite
the danger to themselves.
One of their first concerns was that the fox
would panic and jump in the icy water to
escape. Arctic foxes are capable of swimming but avoid it at all costs due to their reliance on warm, dry fur for survival. In his
condition, they didn't know if he'd have the
strength to keep himself above water. While
contemplating their rescue plan, the crew
suddenly noticed that the churning water
had started to carry the iceberg further
away. "The winds had also changed southwest, so if we hadn't found him when we
did, he would've only drifted farther out to
sea."
It was a rough start to the rescue. Between
the rocking water below and the approaching boat, the fox was beginning to show
signs of severe stress. He started to pace in
fear. When the boat gently grazed the side of
the ice, the fox tried in vain to escape. But he
was trapped, further exacerbating his anxiety. Eventually, the animal just froze in fear,
staring at the fishermen. The longer the crew
observed the animal, the more something
became clear: even if he warmed to them,
the poor little animal would be too weak to
board the boat on his own volition. They
had hoped for a gentle operation, but time
was running out. They had to take a more
aggressive tack. "We had to break the ice he
was on and get him with the dipnet. He
fought and fought to get away until he literally couldn't move anymore," Mallory later
explained. To their huge relief, the plan
worked and the fox was deposited safely onto the boat. Or so they thought. The fox was
so traumatized by the abrupt capture and
transition to the boat that he promptly
jumped overboard into the icy water.
The crew's number one fear was now realized. The terrified creature circled the boat

needed to get even closer to know for sure
what kind of creature this was. They looked
back at the iceberg and saw birds circling
above the defenseless animal. They had to
act. Inching the boat closer, they were finally
able to identify what type of creature that this
was. Not one of
them expected
what they discovered: it was a
juvenile Arctic
fox!
The Arctic fox
primarily lives
inland, away
from the coasts. So what was this poor little
fellow doing way out here in the middle of
the sea, alone on an iceberg no less? “It had
probably got stuck out there looking for a
meal," Mallory later explained. "Cliff says he
thinks he got out there to check out a bit of
meat on the ice and it broke apart, sending
him out to sea." It was clear to the incredulous crew that this shivering, piteous creature
was far from his true habitat. An Arctic fox is
as well-equipped as any mammal to survive
in an extreme northern climate. They can
withstand frigid temperatures as low as —58
degrees F, thanks in part to their compact
bodies. Their muzzles, legs and ears are short,
which conserves heat by minimizing exposure to the frigid air. To further insulate, the
Arctic fox will curl up into a tight round
mass, with its legs and head snuggled securely under its body. If conditions get too cold,
its metabolism increases to provide warmth.
Above all, the Arctic fox survives due to its
thick fur. It has the warmest pelt of any animal in the Arctic. Plus, their bushy tails provide extra insulation when curled up for
warmth. Even the soles of their paws are furry (unique within the canid family), which
explains how they came to be the only land
mammal native to Iceland: they walked there
across the frozen sea during the last ice age.
Because Arctic foxes are not designed to be
wet. Water splashing up from the sea or meltwww.usps.org
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They live in burrows or dens to protect themselves. In extreme weather, they may even
tunnel into the snow for shelter. This poor
creature had none of those options out on
that iceberg. Mallory knew that this plastic
bin full of sawdust was a far cry from his cozy den, wherever that may be, but it was
worlds better than what he'd had to endure
out there on the frigid sea.
As the sawdust gradually soaked the icy
moisture from his pelt, Mallory was surprised to see something. His fur, which had
appeared to be a murky brown, was actually
white. The dryer he got, the lighter it became.
The trip back to William's Harbour was only
half an hour, and the fox was still sleeping
when The Northern Swan arrived. To the
crew's amazement (and delight), he kept on
sleeping for hours! At this point, the three
fishermen realized how exhausted they were,
too. It hadn't been a long fishing day, but the
stressful rescue mission had been draining.
They took advantage of this calm moment to
rest.
During the fox's long nap, the crew had a
chance to discuss the next step;
by putting their heads together,
they figured out an ideal place
for him to transition back to the
wilderness. A small island in
William's Harbour had once
been used to house sled dogs and there were
still a few wooden kennels scattered there.
The little fox popped into the dog house
straight away — this was a great sign that he
was feeling at least reasonably at home. He
soon peeked his head out and looked
around, taking in the larger environment. A
short time later, they got the confirmation
they needed. The fox confidently strolled out
of his kennel, shook himself off, and dashed
away to explore his new home.

(Continued from page 4)

as Alan tried repeatedly to grab ahold of him.
The team grew more and more scared for the
animal's life as it expended all of its energy
paddling desperately through the frigid sea.
Thankfully, Alan was finally able to get a secure enough grip to lift the fox out of the water and safely on board. This time, it was for
good. The little Arctic fox was securely on
board The Northern Swan, but
he was still in dire danger. He
cowered away from them into
a corner, shivering violently
from the cold. The bitter wind
seemed to get worse by the minute. The crew knew that the
animal was in danger of freezing to death and began to worry aloud if they'd bungled the rescue.
The crew sailed as fast as they could but the
journey back to shore felt ten times longer
than normal. Every crashing wave startled the
petrified animal, who had likely never experienced the sensation of being on water. Mallory offered him chips, crackers, and anything
else she could find in the galley, but he
wouldn't eat. They did not know if he would
make it back to land alive. At long last, they
reached their destination: the coastal port of
Pinsent's Arm. On the way there, Mallory had
come up with a plan: collect all the sawdust
they could to make a bed for their sickly passenger. She knew the absorbent material
would help him dry off quicker and also provide a soft cushion for his weary body. The
whole crew pitched in and soon, they'd fashioned a comfy nest for the fox inside a plastic
bin they had on board.
Mallory placed the makeshift bed in the one
patch of sun she could find and encouraged
the animal to settle into it. To everyone's huge
relief, he took to it immediately and fell fast
asleep. It was reassuring to see the little fox in
surroundings somewhat closer to his natural
habitat. In addition to their thick fur and other
physiological adaptations, Arctic foxes stay
warm by avoiding exposure to the elements.

IN THE WILD , June 5, 2020 | By Susanna
Henke1/3; edits by Ed.
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COMMANDER’S UPDATE
Reprinted from the July 17 Weekly Update
It’s time to address the question of when and how we are going to open our headquarters
building? There are several factors that we must take into consideration:






The impact of COVID-19 on our area
CDC Guidelines for re-opening
The demographics of our membership
Our headquarters building
Our need to open

Let’s take them one at a time.
The Impact of COVID-19 on Our Area: A month ago I appointed a committee to study the
situation of re-opening our building. Since that time we have monitored, on a daily basis, the spread of the virus in the
State and in Sarasota and Manatee Counties. You hear about the state every day on the news, Florida is a virus hotspot,
but you don’t get the story on our local area. Let’s look at yesterday (7/16). There were 277 new cases in Sarasota
County, and 350 in Manatee for a total of 627 new cases in our backyard. There were also three deaths in Manatee.
There were 106 in-hospital patients in Manatee with 8 ICU beds still available. There were 150 in-hospital patients in
Sarasota with only 2 vacant ICU beds in each Sarasota Memorial and Doctor’s Hospitals. The chart below shows the
daily number of new cases in each county since June 18.

CDC Guidelines for Opening: One of the primary guidelines that the CDC requires is 14 days of a downward trajectory, or near zero number, of new cases. Others are the availability of tests, the speed of receiving test results and the %
of positive tests. When we first started gathering our information, data on testing was available, it is not any longer. So
we primarily look at the number of new cases and as you can see from the above chart those numbers are still high
with no flattening trend. Basically, we can’t even comply with Phase 1 opening.
The Demographics of Our Membership: By any definition our membership is in the so-called Vulnerable Population. 49% of our members are 70+ and 73% are 60+. Three of our members were hospitalized last Fall with the plainold-ordinary-will-be-back-again flu. And this coming Fall we will be contending with both the flu and COVID-19.
Our Headquarters Building: The classrooms in our building do not have windows or doors that open from the outside directly into them, which would provide outside ventilation. We don’t know the quality of the air flow provided
by our AC system, although we are trying to get that evaluated. And our layout provides bottlenecks which makes social distancing nearly impossible.
We have learned so far that the virus can be diminished by wearing facial masks and by social distancing of 6’. So how
would that work in our classrooms, assuming we reached the daily allowable threshold of new cases? By removing
tables, and allowing for a 6’ radius of separation, we could get maybe 8 people in the North classroom and 6 in the
South classroom. We would be confining them indoors for at least 2 hours and making sure that they keep a mask on
the entire time. Who would enforce the mask wearing, that I don’t know? We would be providing hand sanitizer. Of
course, the instructors would not be able to wear a mask and while speaking loudly for a couple of hours, would be a
danger to front row students, even at 6’.
Continued on page 7
www.usps.org
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Continued from page 6
If there were a two-day separation between classes we wouldn’t be as concerned with sanitizing, as we know the virus
doesn’t live all that long. However, our Fall and Spring classes are scheduled Monday through Thursday most weeks.
Therefore, the classrooms and bathrooms would have to be sanitized after the classes each night or before the start of
the next days’ classes. That’s all the tables, all the chairs, all the door handles, and the entire bathrooms, even if we
closed off all but one stall and allowed only one-person access at a time. Besides caring for our members and our students we also must think of the Squadron. The Squadron has no insurable or legal defense should someone catch
COVID and decide to sue us.
We want to be able to offer our boat safety classes and our advanced boating classes. That’s who we are, that’s what we
do. As of this writing we can offer any class that starts before September 30 via Zoom (USPS/NASBLA rules). The
original deadline was June 30, it was extended to September 30, and I’m hopeful that it will be extended to at least the
end of the year—or better yet indefinitely. Through the end of June, 15 Zoom classes were offered by Squadrons—we
offered two of them, and we just completed our third, an ABC class with 25 students.
Our Need to Open: So, can we meet the requirements to open safely this Fall? Of course, the answer is not an easy yes
or no. Unless the number of daily cases changes radically within the next month, we cannot open based on the primary
CDC guideline. Since Florida does not have a mandatory mask policy the possibility of great declines in the daily numbers looks grim. When there are so many active cases in an area the spread becomes exponentially greater and easier.
We have now offered two of our ABC classes and one Boat Handling class via Zoom. We are getting better at it, and
we are getting exceptionally good feedback from the students. So, if the September 30 moratorium is extended, we are
good to go with those two basic courses. Some classes, unfortunately, do not lend themselves to Zoom. Marine Navigation and Advanced Marine Navigation are two, there are probably a few more. In some cases, the instructors don’t want
to teach via Zoom, and that’s their prerogative. In the likely event of a protracted closure, each class will have to be
evaluated with the instructor individually, and hopefully we will be able to move ahead with a class schedule that’s
meaningful and representative of our Squadron. It’s what this Squadron is all about. It’s about safety!
This column first appeared in the July 17, 2020 Weekly Update. Ed.
from the center of your chartplotter you can only see a
few miles unless you scale out, at which point you can’t
see details. You are therefore faced with a dilemma.
You can see where you are, but not where you are going. Or you see where you are going, but not what’s
there.
Compounding the problem is the fact that as you scale
in and out, the software is changing what you see in accordance with its algorithms. Features can appear and
disappear unexpectedly. The solution then is to use a
chartplotter and a paper chart (or chart book), especially
if you are venturing into unfamiliar waters.
What recreational boaters need is as much local-waters
information as they can get, especially when visiting
someplace new. They also often go places commercial
folks do not.
If going forward, NOAA focuses on the needs of commercial mariners to the point where it only updates
ENCs and does nothing to keep its raster, and by extension, paper charts current, many, if not all, local details
will eventually fade away leaving paper and raster
charts hopelessly unreliable and ultimately, useless.
At some point the various electronic gadgets you have
on board will either fail or at the very least become suspect: more likely than not at the exact moment you need
them most. Blame a guy named Murphy and his famous
Law. When that happens, you will not only want a paper
chart, but one that is up to date and accurate!

CHUCK THE CHARTS
Not So Fast

Is the paper chart going the way of the dodo bird?
NOAA is ready to scrap them. Costs too much they say.
They no longer print them, although they do still create
the necessary digital files. So, who is affected, and
why?
Electronic Navigational Charting (ENC) is king. ENC
is based on a vector chart format accepted by commercial shipping worldwide, so that makes sense. Or does
it? First, consider that there are thousands of commercial ship navigators, and shipping is a major industry.
However, there are millions of recreational boaters. We
should be supported, too.
Some say almost everyone is using electronic chartplotting anyway, so paper isn’t really needed. Wrong! This
belief draws its inspiration from the demise of the gas
station road map. Cars, though, are different from boats.
They follow defined roads. That gadget in your car will
get you where you want to go by telling you where to
turn at each intersection. But the water is different—no
roads.
A major issue is big picture versus small. Your
chartplotter is but a narrow window to the world. On
most boats, a 10in diagonal screen is large, 5in to 7in
more like it. How much chart can you fit on that
screen? The smallest scale that is practical for coastal
navigation is 1:80,000. (Small scale means large area.)
At that scale, 1in represents about 1.1 nautical miles, so

Bob Sweet, fmr National Educational Officer, U.S.P.S.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE
We are still experiencing another
month of distancing from our friends.
I hope everyone is still safe and
sound.

Romulus Barr - Romulus is a new member who
signed up on our squadron website. He enjoys playing
tennis and travel.

Vessel Safety Checks and CO-OP
charting remain on hold pending
some relief from the Novel Corona Virus. We have
learned from our insurance carrier that we have no liability coverage if one of our members or guests contracts the virus during a Squadron event. The National
Law Committee of which our Law Officer is a member, is looking into this. It may be necessary for members to sign a legal waiver to protect the Squadron
against liability during the pandemic.

Leo Millstein – Leo is a new member from Maryland.

Prior to the halt in vessel safety checks, the Sarasota
Power and Sail Squadron had completed a total of 104
vessel safety checks and stood 4th among the District
22 Squadrons..

Rachelle and Ryan O’Neil - while still working, both
just graduated from our Zoom ABC class

Cynthia G. Adams and Dilip Mathew – Both Cynthia
and Dilip are new members. Cynthia enjoys cooking,
dogs and travelling. They own a 25.5’ Power Scout
255 Dorado.
John K McManamy - John has a 35 foot Erickson
sailboat called Penguin. He has expertise in accounting
and finance.

Katerina Yoffe Larden - came here with spouse, Nisso, from Colorado and is looking for a jet boat. Katerina came to us from our ABC class.

XO Roxanne E. Fox, S
(with D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S)

Liliana and Paul Scire - are working full time and
with their daughters, graduated from our ABC class.
David Stein
Membership Chair

District Corner

National Corner

THANK YOU to the D22 members that participated in our annual District cruise in February. The
group totaled 80 with 48 being D22 members. This
year’s cruise was on Holland America’s newest
ship, the beautiful MS Nieuw Statendam out of
Fort Lauderdale. The itinerary was Half Moon
Cay, Grand Turk, Amber Cove, Dominican Republic and Key West. An exclusive cocktail party, the
‘Shattered Ceiling Celebration’ was held to celebrate with our newly elected Chief Commander,
Mary Paige Abbott, as she is the first female in 106
years of USPS’s history to make Chief. The ship’s
chef even baked a special candy confection that
Chief Abbott ‘shattered’ to signify breaking the
glass ceiling.
Don’t miss out on NEXT year’s cruise on the hottest ship in the industry-the highly acclaimed Celebrity Edge, a ship that has been voted as one of
the world’s greatest places by TIME magazine.
The itinerary is Key West, Costa Maya, Cozumel
and Grand Cayman. Dates are 21-28 Feb 2021 immediately following the Annual Meeting.

www.usps.org
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SAYING “SO LONG” TO OUR
DEAR FRIEND
JOAN ZACCHINI

Hope to see you back here often. We’ll miss you.

Page 9

Saying goodbye during virus season. All masked up and six feet
apart.
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Crazy Contributions:

AMAZONSMILE!!!

$$$$$$
By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you
buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than going to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s the
same website, but when you buy through AmazonSmile
you are automatically making a charitable donation.
Once you’re on the AmazonSmile page you’ll see the
word Supporting in the upper left. It is there that you
have to enter our name. Since nearly a million charities
participate it’s important that you choose us. Therefore,
enter united states power squadron sarasota. Adding
Sarasota is very important, because many, many, many
other Squadrons already participate. In a fraction of a
second we will pop up and all you have to do is hit the
Select button and from then on whenever you go to
AmazonSmile and purchase something, we get a little
something too! The important thing to remember going
forward is to shop through the AmazonSmile.com website and not just Amazon.

The South Wind will
accept donations to the
Squadron General Fund in
amounts of $10 or more
with a dedication in your
own words. Anything
goes, but keep it clean
folks. It may be reviewed
by the Chaplain.
A thank you to Bill &
Ginny Andersen for being the first contributor!

lakewoodranchdentalhealth.com
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Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron September 2020 thru June 2021 Educational Calendar
2814 Hyde Park Street, Sarasota, FL 34239 All Classes offered at Squadron Headquarters
941-953-7565
You must pre-Register for classes at www.sarasota-boating.org Check Website for any class changes
Class
America’s Boating
Course (ABC)

Date

# of
Sessions

Time

Days

Sept 14
Oct 10

1900-2100
0900-1300

Mon, Wed
Sat

4
2

Nov 9

1900-2100

Mon, Wed

4

Jan 16

0900-1300

Sat

2

Feb 24

1900-2100

Wed, Fri

4

Instructor
Richard
Walshaw
734-626-5081
rwalshawvet@
gmail.com

Price
$50, $20 for
2nd person
sharing book

Apr 24
0900-1300
Sat
2
There is an on-the-water component to the above courses which will be discussed and scheduled during the class.
ABC graduates (or equivalent) can use our boating simulator anytime an ABC class is
being held. Please contact Wilfredo Lopez 954-296-5337 if you are interested
Oct 22
1830-2030
Thurs
7
Boat Handling
Bill Boos
$75
941-451-8994
Members
Jan 28
1830-2030
Thurs
7
wmrboos1504
$100
@gmail.com
Non-Mem
May 6
1830-2030
Thurs
7
Those who complete ABC are eligible to participate in our Jump Start program which is on-the-water training with
an experienced instructor. Those who have completed ABC and Boat Handling are eligible to participate in our
Back OnBoard! program. Both programs are only for our members and
are free. Additional rules apply. Check our website for details.

Small Boat Maneuvering

Oct 21

1830-2100

Wed

1

Dec 2

1830-2100

Wed

1

Feb 10

1830-2100

Wed

1

Bill Boos
941-451-8994
wmrboos1504
@gmail.com

$125
Members
$175
Non-Mem

Mar 10
1830-2100
Wed
1
This is a hands-on training course. The classroom session is followed by training on the simulator and
then followed by on-the-water training with a professional captain.
Marine Navigation

Oct 12

1830-2100

Mon

10

Jan 11

1830-2100

Mon

10

Advanced
Marine Navigation

Oct 1

1900-2100

Thurs

Offshore
Navigation

Sept 23

0900-1100

Wed

Page 13

Barry August
941-924-5253
bfaugu5@
gmail.com

$100
Members
$150
Non-Mem

11

Al Burmeister
941-400-6467
albur103a@
amail.com

$100
Members
$150
Non-Mem

13

Ed Fisch
941-923-5277
edcar2@
aol.com

$100
Members
$150
Non-Mem

https://sarasota-boating.org/
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Class

Date

Time

Days

# of
Sessions

Celestial

Jan 7

1900-2100

Thurs

Instructor

Price

13

Graham Peterson

$100

10

828-290-8088
gpete909@
gmail.com
Joe Barnette

Members
$150
Non-Mem
$75

941-928-9207
cjbarnette@
yahoo.com

Member
$125
Non-Mem

Navigation

Cruise Planning

Engine

Jan 11

Sept 21

1900-2100

1900-2030

Mon

Mon

7

Maintenance

Barry Rush
631-987-8388

brush41@
Verizon.net
Marine Communication
Systems
Marine Electrical
Systems
Sail

Weather

Instructor

Feb 2

1800-2000

Tues

7

Oct 6

1800-2000

Tues

7

Jan 5

1900-2100

Tues

10

Sept 1

Sept 1

1900-2100

1900-2100

Tues

Tues

Demetri Lignos
941-400-5086
demetri.lignos
@gmail.com

$75
Member

$125
Non-Mem
$75
Member
$125
Non-Mem

Howard Barach

$75

941-923-3302
hbarach@
aol.com
10

Michael Wedge

Member
$125
Non-Mem
$75

4

941-951-6806
captwedge1@
gmail.com
Sylvia Wedge

Member
$125
Non-Mem
No Charge

Development

941-951-6806
sylwedge@
gmail.com

SEMINARS

Introduction to Celestial Navigation

Oct 10

0900-1300

Sat

1

Graham Peterson

828-290-8088
gpete909@
gmail.com

$40

Jan 9

0900-1300

Sat

1

Mar 13

0900-1300

Sat

1

Diesel Engines

Oct 24

0900-1700

Sat

1

$125/$150

First Aid/CPR/AED

Feb 13

0900-1500

Sat

1

$105

Mar 20

0900-1100

Sat

1

Oct 15

1900-2100

Thurs

1

Using VHF &
VHF/DSC Marine
Radio

Feb 20

1000-1200

Sat

1

$40

Hurricane Prep

May 20

1900-2100

Thurs

1

$40

Certified class
Use of Fire
Extinguishers
Introduction to
Navigation

www.usps.org
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Joe Barnette
941-928-9207
cjbarnette@
yahoo.com

$15
$40

Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron
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Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron

2020
Fall Conference
Hotel Information
Four Points Sheraton – 941-637-6770
Per night - $109.00 + $9.95 resort fee (18 September 2020 cutoff)
Springhill Suites Marriott – 941-347-4224
Per night - $114.00 (17 September 2020 cutoff)
*Must mention United States Power Squadrons and book for 2 nights for these rates*

(Friday and Saturday)

Friday, 9 October:
Squadron Officers / Council Meetings

Dinner and Sock Hop
With a live band
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Saturday, 10 October:
Roundtables / Seminars
Keynote Luncheon / Conference Meeting
Page 17
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2020 Fall Conference
Reservation Form
Friday, 9 October – Dinner / Dance featuring USPS members band - Cahoots

Choice of:

Homestyle Meatloaf - $35.00
Combination of beef and pork with onion, celery, bell peppers, garlic and love enhanced pan gravy
or

Honey Stung Fried Chicken - $32.00
Deep Fried and Honey Glazed Chicken Breast, Thigh and Drumstick
or

Shrimp Scampi - $35.00
Jumbo shrimp skewered and baked with lemon garlic butter presented atop rice pilaf with shrimp scampi sauce
or

Portabella Flower - $30.00
Marinated and Grilled Portabella Mushroom topped with Zucchini, Yellow Squash, Roasted Red Peppers,
Parmesan & Mozzarella Cheese, finished with Pesto Cream Drizzled with Balsamic Vinegar atop vegan
mashed potatoes
All Served with Romaine and greens salad with tomato, onion, carrots and cucumber,
Ranch or Italian dressing - Mashed Potatoes - Buttered Corn - Fresh Baked Rolls with Butter
Freshly Brewed Iced Tea and Ice Water
Ice Cream Station with Vanilla Ice Cream and toppings
No. Meatloaf @ $35.00 _______ No. Chicken @ $32.00 _________
No. Shrimp @ $35.00_________ No. Flowers @ $30.00 _________

Saturday, 10 October - Keynote Luncheon –
speaker, Liz Schmidt, Palm Beach County water safety director

Choice of:

Chef’s Salad - $24.00:
Greens with ham, turkey, tomato, cucumber, red onion, Swiss & Cheddar cheese - Ranch or Italian dressing
Or

Peace River Club Sandwich - $26.00
Turkey, ham, bacon, swiss and cheddar cheese on multi grain bread with lettuce, tomato and dijon spread
Or

Veggie Lovers Wrap - $26.00
Grilled tofu, roasted red pepper, diced cucumber, avocado, alfalfa sprouts and hummus spread in a flour tortilla
Served with a fruit cup, iced tea and ice water, family style served cookies - Coffee available on request
No. Salads @ $24.00 _______ No. Sandwiches @ $26.00 _________ No. Wraps @ $26.00_________
TOTAL amount of check payable to “D22” enclosed $____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to: Jeane Anderson, 3191 Matecumbe Key Road #407, Punta Gorda, FL 33955
Phone: (941)575-9776 / Email: jeaneyanderson@embarqmail.com
Name with rank and grade: ______________________________________________________________
Name with rank and grade: _______________________________________________________________
Your 1st D22 Conference? ___________

Medical Dietary Restrictions only ____________________

SQUADRON: ___________________________
PHONE: _____________________
www.usps.org

E-MAIL ________________________________________

No Reservations or Cancellations after 26 September 2020, please.
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DISTRICT 22
2020
FALL CONFERENCE
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY 9 October
0900 – 1200
0900 - 1200

Registration Desk Open
Squadron Bridge Officer Meeting

1200 – 1330
1330 – 1400
1400 – 1600

Lunch on your own
Registration Desk Open
District Council Meeting

Dinner/Dance, live music provided by Cahoots
SATURDAY 10 October
0800 until gone
0900 – 1215

cocktails 1730 – dinner 1800 – music – 1900 -2200

Coffee and Pastry
0900 – 1200 Registration Desk Open
Display Tables
0900 – 1215 Chinese Auction
1130 – Social - 1200 – 1315 Keynote Luncheon

Speaker - Liz Schmidt, Director of Community Water Safety, Palm Beach County
1300 – 1330

Registration Desk Open

1330 – 1600

District Conference

1600 – 1730 – Squadron / D22 Hospitality
All attendees are invited to enjoy one drink and appetizers compliments of
Marco Island, Naples, Tampa and Venice Squadrons and District 22

Saturday Seminars / Roundtables – 0900 until 1145
Instructor Recertification – (limited to 20 members) - 0900 - 1145
Lt Sylvia Weeks – Wedge, AP
Updated Info Educators Need to Know – both 0900 and 1030 sessions
a must for ALL SEO’s & ASEO’s
D/Lt/C Melissa Butler, SN
0900 – 1015

1030 - 1145

On-the-Water – “Train the Trainer”
D/C Ted Reiss, SN

Co-op Charting 2020 – “Moving Forward”
Stf/C Jim Strothers, SN

Sea Scouting
Stf/C Louis McBride, P

Emergencies on the Water
D/Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, SN

1030 - Town Hall – back of conference hall
D/C Sam Bonilla and C/C Representative
What happened in Raleigh?
"Raleigh's For You"!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hotel Information
Four Points Sheraton – 941-637-6770 - Per night - $109.00 + $9.95 resort fee (18 Sept cutoff)
Springhill Suites Marriott – 941-347-4224 - Per night - $114.00 (17 Sept cutoff)
*Must mention United States Power Squadrons and book for 2 nights for these rates*
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PAN PAN
The Dock Line Trap
Dock lines lurk on the water’s surface or sometimes partly submerged like a
snake hiding in long grass, patiently waiting for an unsuspecting boater to
drive his propeller within striking distance. Then, Kabam! Gotcha! A line
instantly cripples your propeller and traps your boat where you are least
comfortable – like a snake nailing a mouse.
Quite often during undocking, it’s an inexperienced guest who tosses your
dock line, and only part of it lands where intended. Then, the wind or current pulls the rest into the water, setting the trap.
When returning to your dock, or approaching a gas dock, ask your crew to watch for dock lines laying in or on the
water’s surface. Floating dock lines drift in the current and/or wind laying in wait for an unprepared boater’s propeller
to grab.
When you or your crew spot one of these dock line traps, this is the time to break out the boat hook to reach it and pull
it up; so that, the prop doesn’t get tangled. You don’t want your boat to become precariously hobbled part way into
your docking procedure. If you do become a victim of the lurking line, you obviously have to abort your planned docking procedure. Then, you have some options.
A sharp knife may be your only solution to free your boat, so you can manually pull your boat to the dock where you
are trapped. Now what?
For outboards and sterndrives, it’s easier than inboards. Just tilt the motor/drive all the way up, then untie or cut the
rope off the prop. For inboards, you can’t do that. So, you have two choices—haul out or dive. Haul out is easiest and is
straight forward, but can be expensive for a marina to do. If you have your own trailer, limp or get towed to the ramp.
Diving involves lots of precautions. Don’t enter the water at a marina or anchorage or anywhere near an electrical
source (even a generator) until it has been turned off.
To prevent all the problems of getting caught in the trap, watch for dock lines floating like a snake every time you approach a dock. It’ll be there when you least expect it. Better to be prepared.

Brenda & Doug Dawson: boatingwithdawsons.com 2020

Keep your eyes on the water

Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron
2814 Hyde Park Street
Sarasota, FL. 34239

Physical copies of this edition are not being made and
mailing is suspended. Feel
free to print a copy.

www.usps.org
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