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DECEMBER CALENDAR/CLASSES

At a Special Meeting of the SPSS full membership, called
by the Commander and held by a crowded Zoom on
Monday, November 16, a complete revision and restatement of the Club bylaws were unanimously adopted.
Originally shaped as standard by USPS, the bylaws
adopted changes which had been studied by the Executive Committee and its special bylaws subcommittee over
many months. The key
changes to the USPS
standard bylaws, as reviewed and approved by
the National Rules
Committee designee,
were: a change to the
name of the Executive
Committee to the Board
of Directors; a planned reduction of the Board membership from 20 to 17; the adoption of staggered 3 year terms
for membership on the Board; expanded electronic voting
procedures and adoption of proxies for permitted attendance.

National Corner

District Corner

Giving Tuesday
USPS will be participating in “Giving Tuesday” scheduled this year for December 1. Our Chief Commander
noted that “This year, the coronavirus pandemic curtailed
many of our volunteer activities. Suddenly unable to
teach in-person classes, we also lost one of our primary
sources of revenue: income from courses and new members, whose dues and volunteerism sustain us…That’s
why we’re asking for your help. This year, we’re participating in Giving Tuesday on December 1. A global generosity movement, Giving Tuesday unleashes the power
of people and organizations, like ours, to transform communities and the world.” For more information “To learn more about Giving Tuesday, visit GivingTuesday.org and our giving website, GiveABC.org. Don't forget to
include your member number.”

From D22 Education Officer
One of the recent national objectives is to provide
more on the water training for all boaters. America’s
Boating Club has just opened a new Learning Center
in Central Florida. It is located on Lake Harris at
Fisherman’s Cove Marina, about 2 miles southwest
of Tavares. Training is aimed at new boaters and
includes 3 hours in the classroom and 5 hours of
power boat operation provided by professional, certified, instructors. Some of the subjects covered include maneuvering in close quarters, docking, anchoring and safety procedures.

www.usps.org

You can register at https://abclc.org/
learning-centers-tavares/
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COMMANDER’S UPDATE
Let me start this column the way that I’ve started it for the last several months. I continue to keep track of the virus cases and deaths in Florida in addition to those in Sarasota and Manatee Counties. I noted this morning that the number of cases nationally
is just under 12 million, while more than a million of those are in our sunshine state!
I’ve always liked to use charts to make numbers more visual; I think that the chart
below shows exactly where we are. We can only be thankful that the availability of a
vaccine is on the horizon. I hope that you’ll take into account all the safety measures,
particularly wearing masks and maintaining a social distance during the holiday. Remember, for the most part, we’re the grandparents that the “kids” are supposed to be

worrying about!
A couple of days ago we had our first event in a long time, our Drive-By Thank You Cookie Give-Away.
However, if truth be told, it wasn’t much of a drive-by, as it was more a park and get out and talk with those
friends whom you haven’t seen in months. But everyone was wearing a mask, some also wore shields, and
social distancing was reasonably well adhered to, with some “bending-in” to hear the other person speak. It
was a very windy afternoon, so we were counting on that being protective as well.
I was very pleased with the number of members that attended. When a lot of work is put into creating an
event it’s nice to see people participating and enjoying themselves. I would like to thank the committee who
worked on this event: Mary Messenger and Barbara Warshaw, plus our cookie bakers (and they were delicious!!) and those who helped set-up, take-down and deliver our collected food to the Salvation Army, they
are: Ginny Andersen, Suzanne Drake, Sue & Bud Lomastro, Barbara & Howard Noble, Tracy and Richard
Walshaw and last, but not least Leon Warshaw.
We collected a trunk load of food which we delivered to the Salvation Army and collected $140 which was
donated to the All Faiths Food Bank. Thank you all for your generosity. And finally, the winners of our three
“turkeys” aka gift certificates, were the Andersen’s, Fisch’s and Egizi’s. Congratulations and thank you for
attending.
I hope that you had a very satisfying Thanksgiving. That you were able to connect with family via Zoom or
Facetime or phone and share happy moments with them. We connected with family here in Florida, Hawaii
and Connecticut and while it wasn’t the same as being together in person we were all thankful to have come
eight months safely through a pandemic and especially encouraged that we may be able to all gather together
next year.
Cdr. Barbara
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Big water is a term used by some to describe the conditions that top docks, close
roads and flood homes. It results from storm
surge and flood-swollen rivers. Big water
presents obstacles to boaters long after the
storm has passed. Here are three post-storm
hazards to watch out for, plus tips for dealing with them from a piece by Kevin Falvey
from 2011.
Flotsam
Big water sets afloat all sorts of things, from propane tanks and refrigerators to fallen trees and the neighbor kid's yard toys. Such flotsam —
debris that inadvertently ends up in the water; jetsam is stuff thrown
overboard on purpose — can drift around for weeks. Strike flotsam and
damage can range from a dinged prop to a holed hull.
Prudent skippers always look out for obstacles, but it’s imperative to be
vigilant following a storm. Often awash — barely afloat and hard to see
— debris can sneak up on you. Look for isolated ripples, slicks or shiny
spots on the water.
Pulled Sinkers
The same rising water that causes docked boats to get pulled under by
their lines can also cause navigation aids to move off-station, or go missing altogether. The former is worse when in familiar waters, and the latter more serious when cruising new ground. Either way, know that extraordinarily high water can pull a buoy's anchor, known as its "sinker"
in Coast Guard parlance, and set it wandering off its position.
Electronics help. Markers are charted. But what do you do when the
plotter says you should steer to a point and your own eyes tell you to
steer toward another marked by an off-station buoy? Read the water,
look at the soundings on the chart, and hail other boaters on the VHF for
advice. It’s also a good idea to subscribe to the Local Notice to Mariners, the Coast Guard’s weekly update of, among other things, missing
and off-station aids to navigation (navcen.uscg.gov).

Next Deadline:
15 December 2020

Send photos and articles to:
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S at
rlsouthwind@gmail.com

See us on:

www.usps.org

A Movable Feast
Big water, big current and big wind cause channels to shift. Where once
was navigable depth there's now but a glimmer. Compounding this, and
by some sadistic twist of Murphy's Law, navaids will often stay firmly in
place when channels and cuts move or fill in the wake of a storm. Trust
your plotter and you'll run aground.
To avoid grounding, read the water. And remember that awareness is
your number one tool in overcoming the challenges of post-storm navigation.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE
I want to wish everyone a very happy and merry holidays!
Our Vessel Safety Check is still at a
stand still but is available if anyone
would like to have his or her boat
inspected, just get in touch with
Richard Winston rnwinston20@gmail.com.

Gail Gotthelf and Howard Piering -have a 16’ Tahoe
with 75 HP and enjoys kayaking and photography as
well
Werner Gundersheimer–is a former history professor who loves fitness, birding and the arts

The COOP Charting is also at a stand still, but while
out on my boat yesterday I saw that the south red
marker 40 before the Casey Key Bridge had been
removed and replaced with a temporary marker. I
had reported a couple weeks back that the original
marker was bent and needed to be fixed. Tim Ryan
(COOP Charting) – 49timryan@gmail.com.

Eric & Carol Hoernle - Harold is a chemist, a teacher
and loves to explore
Richard, Sonia & Spencer Levy –Richard enjoys
golf, tennis & pickleball as well as photography
Mark Moss—is a kayaker, a bicycler and enjoys photography. He joined with wife Sylvia

The holidays are right around the corner and there’s
no better time to take out your boat with your family. So, I want to give you some tips for safety, because the holidays bring out the crazy in people.
Let’s try to prevent disasters.

ASSISTANT ACTIVITIES OFFICER

1. Make sure there are no distractions while driving
your boat: The best life jacket is the one you will
wear;
2. Don’t drink and drive – be the designated driver
on your boat;
3. Always check the weather;
4. Create a float plan for any long trips or short
ones.

COVID-19 TESTING

The Coast Guard wants to emphasize that operating
a vessel under the influence decreases the operator’s
ability to make sound judgments and negatively affects the ability of passengers to respond in the case
of an emergency on the water. So, be safe and don’t
drink.

On Sunday, November 22, my wife, Barbara, and I
went to get tested for COVID-19 active infection. We
arrived at the Florida State Testing site on Cattlemen
Road, located between Palmer Blvd. and Fruitville Rd.
around 1515 hours, full of anxiety. Surprisingly, the
car lines were not as long as we had anticipated. We
were directed to a registration line first by military personnel, then by municipal police. Registration entails
using your Smart Phone to down load an app with a
Scan Code. We were required to enter our names,
home address, birthdate and email addresses. That provides an ID code, which is used to identify you to the
tester. This information is entered into a testing data
bank. We were told the results would be available in an
hour.

I wish you all a Happy Holiday and happy boating
and I hope these tips help prevent any mishaps while
you’re out enjoying our beautiful waters and scenery.

We were then directed to move forward to the actual
sample collection site. On arrival, we provided our
names and Test ID Codes. No proof of Florida State
residency was required.

Roxanne E Fox, S
Executive Officer

A nasal swab was then performed by a well-protected
technician and that was that. In less than an hour our
results were ready.
If you have not been tested, please consider doing so. It
is easy, free and not as time consuming as you might
think.
Dr. Howard Noble, JN
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COVID COOKIEFEST

On Thursday, November 19, 2020, Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron held the first ever (and
hopefully last) fully masked, socially distanced, SPECIAL COVID
COOKIEFEST in the parking lot at tree lined Colonial Oaks Park in Sarasota. Scheduled as a drive-by event where participants could receive two
goodie bags of homemade cookies, members swarmed the serving table to
gather their yummy sweets, refusing to accept them through car windows as
offered by CookieFest representatives. While some members drove through
as planned, many lonely mariners parked their cars and gathered throughout
the parking lot and into the waiting forest to establish human contact once
again. All manor of cookie monsters were heard screeching “Coookie!!” before trying to find
a trash can in which to hide.
All in all, everyone seemed to be having a rousing good time.

www.usps.org
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While there was no fee or special charge to receive a cookie bag, members brought massive
amounts of packaged food to contribute to the
Salvation Army. Cash donations were also accepted with the haul going to the local food bank executives who gladly but suspiciously accepted the
cookie dough behind the food bank.

Fortunately, the day was sunny and bright
with wind out of the Southwest at just 30
miles an hour. The massing dark clouds finally disgorged their swollen raindrops causing the whole shebang to wrap up about 25
minutes early. Our wonderful hostesses, Barbara Warshaw and AO Mary Messenger
were seen fleeing the premises having been
duly drenched during cleanup.

(Note: Segments of this report may have been exaggerated or created entirely for effect.)
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SPEAKING OF BOTTOM
PAINT

Chaplain’s Corner

If your boat spends most of its time in the water, ultimately you will need to consider bottom paint to
protect it. The following is some advice excerpted
from Pete McDonald of Boating Magazine:
Bottom paint works by releasing a small amount of
biocide over time that kills any algae, animals or
plants that try to adhere to the paint. Usually, but not
always, this is accomplished with a metal-based biocide, most commonly copper. Beyond that, you will
likely be choosing between a soft ablative paint (i.e.
one which wears away) or a hard modified--epoxy
paint. With ablative paint, the entire application will
wear down over time, while the hard paint will retain its thickness as it sheds biocide.

Bless the boats used for work and pleasure ...
bring us all to the harbor of light and peace
Bishop George Murry
Youngstown, Ohio

For people who want to use an alternative to heavy
metals, consider a copper--free paint such as Interlux Pacifica Plus, which uses Econea to fight
barnacles, which is more environmentally friendly,
as well as Biolux to combat slime. Also check out
one of Pettit’s copper free paints such as Ultima Eco.
Interlux also has a whole range of water-based products, as opposed to the solvent-based norm of antifouling coatings.

The Where
For boating in salt water, a paint like Interlux Micron 66, which uses
a copper-based corpus-oxide biocide as
well as slimecontrolling Biolux,
is an excellent
choice to deter barnacle growth. Or
choose one of Interlux’s Micron CF
(copper--free) paints to do the job.

Read Next: Prepping Your Boat for Bottom Paint
Some paints, such as Interlux VC Offshore, can enhance speed and efficiency. These dry super-smooth
and can often be polished to a fine sheen for delivering utmost efficiency. And while most anti-foulants
are dull, some, such as Interlux Vivid, can provide
bright colors. Other formulations are best for protecting underwater metals. These are usually copper-free
to prevent creating a galvanic circuit with aluminum.

The When
If you haul your boat in the offseason (i.e. if you are
away for a long period of time), you’re going to
want to use a soft ablative paint that will retain its
effectiveness if left out of the water for long stretches, such as Pettit Odyssey HD or Interlux ACT. If
you keep your boat in the water year-round, particularly if you live in areas with heavy fouling
issues, look for a hard bottom paint with a higher
biocide concentration, such as Pettit Trinidad HD or
-Interlux Ultra with Biolux.
Repeat Performance
If your boat already has bottom paint, it’s best to go
with the same type of paint when it’s time to reapply. If worse comes to worse, you’ll have to sand off
the old coat and start over.
www.usps.org

Page 8

Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron

Westward Ho during Covid19
P/Cdr. Bob and Carol Holmes Trip to the Grand Canyon
Deciding to not put off our bucket list trip to the Grand Canyon any longer – yes, it wasn’t
boating – we headed westward with our small travel trailer which gave some measure of comfort and control in times of the virus. Thought we’d share some of our experiences of our 7,900 mile trip camping in or visiting 7 state parks and 10 national parks. The virus made for less tourists most places with the exception of Zion National Park in Utah. The Powell Botanical Garden in Kansas City, MO
had Victoria Water Lilies which can grow to 10 ft. in diameter, can hold up to
65 lbs. and can have an underwater stalk 26 ft. deep – amazing. Then on to
Bob’s son Rob’s in Loveland, CO and a drive through Estes National Park
where we were fortunate to see a bighorn sheep checking out all the tourists as
they drove by. Next we did several parks in Utah – The Arches, Canyonland, Goblin Valley
State Park with the Hoodoos (rock formations)

and the Temple Mountain Wash Pictograph – the largest prehistoric painted figures in Utah.
The rock formations at Bryce Canyon called Fairyland were Carol’s favorite. We stopped at
the historic Navajo Bridge over the Colorado River before heading to the South Rim of the
Grand Canyon.
The Grand Canyon’s historic train depot was of great interest to Bob (a train buff), the elk in
our campground and standing with the UPS driver trading trucking stories at the Burger King
drive thru to get some lunch (dining order area closed due to the virus and the camper can’t fit
through a drive thru) made for some interesting moments.
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Continued from prior page:

One boating note – we would see boats headed to Lake Powell (Utah and Arizona) – travelling long distances to get there and all were inboard/outboards (IO’s).

Fredericksburg, TX – a great German restaurant, Wildseed Farms and a driving tour of the
beautiful LBJ ranch were our first stops in Texas. The San Antonio Riverwalk and locating
Bob’s uncle’s grave at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery were our last Texas stops. Leaving Texas heading eastward on I-10 seeing the ravages of Hurricane Laura on the town of St.
Charles made your heart go out to the residents since we all know about blue tarps, no electricity and hurricane damage. In conclusion the watchword of the trip became “amazing” at
all we saw and experienced – the parks, all the BLM land (Bureau of Land Management) –
for miles nothing but mountains, rock and open land and the feeling that our country is truly
an amazing place “from sea to shining sea.”
MARINE NAVIGATION (PILOTING) CLASS BEGINS
Monday, 11 JANUARY 2021
Marine Navigation is the first course in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation, covering the basics of coastal
and inland navigation. This course focuses on navigation as it is done on recreational boats today and uses GPS as a
primary navigation tool while teaching traditional techniques so a student will be able to find his/her way even if the
GPS fails. This course includes many in-class exercises, developing the student’s skills through hands-on practice.
Topics include:
•
Charts and their interpretation
•
Navigation aids and how they point to safe water
•
Plotting courses and determining direction and distance
•
The mariner’s compass and converting between True and Magnetic
•
How charts are made and how the different charts are used
•
Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and information they provide, setting up waypoints and routes, staying on a
GPS route
•
Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into a GPS
•
Monitoring progress and determining position by both GPS and traditional techniques such as bearing and dead
reckoning
•
The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that one is on course
Classes will begin at 1830 (6:30 PM) and will be held each Monday for approximately 10 weeks.
The cost of all books and navigation kit (including a plotter, protractor and a divider) is $100.00 for SPSS members
and $150 for non-members. There are no prerequisite courses needed to take Marine Navigation.
Sign-up for the class is on our website sarasota-boating.org
If you need information, please call me at (941) 924-5253 or e-mail me at bfaugu5@gmail.com by 6 January 2021.
Because of the Covid-19 problem, we are capping class size at 6 students with a minimum of 4 students to start.
Registration in Class
1800 (6:00 PM) on Monday, 11 January 2021
P/C Barry F. August, SN
Lt. Michael C. Landis, AP
www.usps.org
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HIT THE BREAKS!
(A Captain’s tale of anchoring at its worst)

by the current in an instant. I did not have a Type IV
throwable personal flotation device aboard.

By Miguel Garcia of Parkland, FL
Having anchored for the day aboard our 26’ Sea Ray,
it was time to go. The crew included my wife and
small child, and my brother-in-law, sister-in-law and
their small child. My brother-in-law went to the bow
to operate the windlass and point at the anchor so I
could steer the boat and avoid stressing the windlass
too much.
Without warning, the anchor came up. In the strong
current, my boat immediately started drifting starboard, straight at a boat anchored 15 feet away. I instinctively put the engine in reverse but got no power.
The drive was still trimmed up all the way due to the
shallow water. Then it happened: I panicked, shifted
the engine into forward gear, and slammed the bow
into the port side of the other boat.
We re-anchored to exchange insurance information,
but the other captain would not communicate with us.
So, my brother-in-law decided to grab a float and,
against my instructions (I probably did not have much
respect from my crew by then), he jumped in the water to try to reach the other boat and come to terms.
Despite it being only waist-deep, he was swept away

The captain of the other boat decided to help—thank
God—and went to rescue my brother-in-law. By then,
he was 100 yards away and inside the inlet itself. Fortunately, we managed to get everyone back in our
boats in just a few minutes, and no one was injured.
I learned the importance of many things that day. The
list of mistakes includes: a lack of communication
(the anchor up and captain not ready, my brother-inlaw jumping in the water against my warning), a panicked captain in high current, no throwable life jacket,
no radio to call for a man-overboard emergency, and a
technical issue with the windlass.
In the wake of this event, I took a boating course,
bought a throwable life ring, quickly installed a radio,
and established a rigid procedure with my crew for
handling the anchor to ensure we are ready for wind,
current, etc. I’m a more confident captain now.
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PAN PAN
TYPICAL VHF RADIO MISTAKES
Listen before you talk. Wait until the other parties have ended their dialog.
Think before you speak. Hemming and hawing over the radio congests the airwaves Say “standby” when you need to
collect your thoughts.
Failure to monitor. Commercial radio operators monitor Channel 16 for US Coast Guard alerts concerning hazards,
navaid updates, weather warnings, and transmissions from other boats. Failure to do so means you might miss critical
information.
Failure to advise the party you’re talking to that you are finished or awaiting a reply. Simply say “over” to signify
this.
Incorrectly concluding a communication. If you are not expecting a reply, just say “out” or “clear.”
Hogging the Airwaves. Limit all communications to under three minutes. Others may be waiting to use the channel.
Improperly Calling Another Boat. The correct procedure to call another vessel is to repeat the name of the boat you are
calling three times followed by your boat’s name once. Example: “Bright Star, Bright Star, Bright Star. This is Silver
Sea.”
Calling Another Boat for More Than 30 Seconds. If no response is heard, wait two minutes before recalling. If no
reply is received after three attempts, wait 15 minutes before calling again.
Not Waiting Until 10 Minutes Have Elapsed before calling another boat on the same channel.
Neglecting to Identify Yourself. You should identify yourself at the beginning and end of radio communications.
When calling another boat, state the name of the boat you are calling three times, then say, “This is (your boat’s
name).” When the radio message is concluded, say, “(Your boat’s name) out,” or “clear.”
Talking on Commercial, Government or Other Restricted Channels. When communicating with other vessels, it is
best to talk on popular ship-to-ship pleasure-craft channels 68, 69, 71, 72 and 78A. If there is a lot of radio traffic, advise the other boat to switch to a ship-to-ship channel that is not in use.
Neglecting to Speak to Be Understood. Make an effort to speak clearly and calmly. Shouting into the Microphone.
Shouting can cause distortion and make your message more difficult to understand. For better clarity, speak with a
slightly louder voice while holding your radio’s microphone approximately 1 inch from the lips. Also, turn the microphone at about a 90-degree angle, and talk across the face of the microphone rather than directly into it.
Using a Handheld VHF Radio While on Land to Talk to a Boat. The use of any marine radio on land is forbidden
by the Federal Communications Commission.

It's easier to stick to the
truth, than to stick to what
lies you told.

Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron
2814 Hyde Park Street
Sarasota, FL. 34239
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