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Crazy Contributions:  
 
The South Wind will accept donations to the Squadron 
General Fund in amounts of $10 or more with a dedica-
tion in your own words. 
Anything goes, but keep it 
clean folks. It may be re-
viewed by the Chaplain. 
 
 
Special salute to Richard 
Walshaw and Cdr Barbara 
Wolfe without whose effort 
Squadron’s ABC courses on 
line could not have been 
done. 

 
 

 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR/CLASSES 

 

National Corner 

2021 Annual Meeting 
 
Now’s the time to begin planning for the 2021 An-
nual Meeting in Ponte Vedra, Florida at the Saw-
grass Marriott Resort & Spa, a truly beautiful place 
to gather with your boating friends. Meeting dates 
are Feb. 14–21, 2021 and registration details are 
available on the National Meetings website. Ameri-
ca’s Boating Club has something for everyone, so 
come join us in Ponte Vedra! More details will be 
forthcoming, so save the date and join us! Let us 
know if you have some time to 
spare, we could sure use your 
help!  –Arlene Anderson  

 

District Corner 

 
 
Our District 22 Conference has been re-scheduled as 
a one-day event for Tuesday, January 5, 2021 at the 
Charlotte County Event Center. The plan is to have 
the Commander's meeting from 1000-1200 and a 
combined Council/Conference from 1300 to 1600.  
 
The health and safety of our members is of utmost 
concern and these decisions were made with that in 
mind. 
. 
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See us on: 
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Next Deadline: 
15 December 2020 

Send photos and articles to: 
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S at 

rlsouthwind@gmail.com 

 

COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

 
As you probably know by now, we keep track daily 
of the virus cases and deaths in the state of Florida, 
but more specifically in Sarasota and Manatee coun-
ties. As was predicted, we are in a 2nd wave with 
new cases in FL yesterday (10/22) being 5,558! 
Here’s how Sarasota and Manatee look. The two 
“blank” dates are so because the state didn’t publish 
the numbers those days.  
 
 
Our Board has approved the expenditure to upgrade 

our ventilation system. The installation should be occurring within the next 
couple of weeks. Thank you to Peter Roth and eleven of our members who 
donated to help defray the cost of the installation. If you’d like to help, your 
contribution would be greatly appreciated. I would be remiss if I didn’t also 
thank Gary Wells for answering my endless stream of questions and for help-
ing us find the right solution and arranging for all of this to happen seamlessly. 
 
Hold the date and time of November 19, 2 – 3:30PM. We will be having a 
drive-by thank you to you party for our faithful members, who have continued 
to support us throughout this difficult year. It will take place at Colonial Oaks 
Park, and there will be gifts and prizes and a safe way to say hello to the many 
friends who you haven’t been able to see in a long time. (CDC rules observed) 
 
We continue with our Zoom classes. Right now we’re conducting a Boat Han-
dling class with 13 students an ABC class with 16 students and Offshore Navi-
gation with 2 students. Thank you to the instructors who have volunteered to 
teach in the Zoom environment which is definitely more difficult than teaching 
in person. The ABC instructors are: Richard Walshaw, Kevin Shea, Robert 
Corran and Roxanne Fox. Our Boat Handling instructors are: Bill Boos, Sylvia 
Wedge and Mike Wedge. Ed Fisch is teaching the Offshore Navigation class. 
We also have some instructors going out with students on our Jump Start pro-
gram: Richard Walshaw, Demetri Lignos, Kevin Shea, Roxanne Fox and Jo 
Ann Pack the coordinator of Jump Start. The students have all been very com-
plimentary and thankful that we’ve been able to keep offering this instruction. 
So my friends as we enter this 8th month of the pandemic and come into the 
holiday season, let us be thankful for all we have and for all that we have been 
able to do, and all that we can still do. To twist an oft repeated phrase, Life 
threw us some lemons, it’s up to us to make the lemonade.  
 
Stay Well. Be Happy. And have a Wonderful Thanksgiving 
 
                       Cdr Barbara 
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Greetings to all our Sarasota Squad-
ron members!  I hope everyone is 
safe and sound.  We miss seeing eve-
ryone and hope we can get back to-
gether soon. 
 
Good news from our D22 and Na-
tional: we are able to start perform-

ing the Vessel Safety Checks (VSC) once again. We 
must follow all local guidance for COVID-19 by 
keeping our social distances, wear masks, and utilize 
hand sanitizer and gloves where possible. 
 
For the VSC it is recommended while the examiner 
inspects the vessel, the owner remains outside and if 
required to come aboard to demonstrate something, 
maintain a safe distance. 
 
If you have any questions about either please contact 
Richard Winston (VSC) -(rnwinston20@gmail.com) 
or Tim Ryan (COOP Charting) – 
(49timryan@gmail.com).  Volunteers are welcomed 
to assist. 
 
“The Sea, it could be supposed, is made for poetry 
(or the other way around). See the rhythm of the 
waves lapping at the shore, or a boat rocking to and 
fro.  The drifting of free verse, the mooring of form - 
add the epic nature of the ocean or the simple ro-
mantic essence of water, and the sea is just waiting 
for poetry to sail in.” 
By Will Willingham 
 
 
Roxanne E Fox, S 
Executive Officer 
 
 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 

 

 

 
 
Andrew Douberly is a lawyer and native of Sarasota. 

He is fluent in and has taught Spanish.  He is an ex-

perienced trial lawyer. 

 

Richard T. McLellan owns a 35’ Cabo Express and 

holds a USCG Masters license 

 

Katelynn Sak is a nurse. She joined along with her 

husband Kris who is a healthcare administrator. 

 

Mitzi Santiago is a psychotherapist who enjoys ten-

nis, reading and learning 

 

Jill Taffet enjoys tennis and art. She is a faculty 

member of Ringling College of Art & Design 

 

Ruth Wade was a school principal and enjoys run-

ning, cycling and music 

 

Anne & Gary Clark have owned everything from a 

canoe to a 36 ft tri-cabin trawler and enjoy shelling 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Boating Myths 

 
Never bring a banana aboard. 
 
This one goes back centuries and involves a few 
theories based on more than simply slipping on the 
peel. In the 1700's, times of heavy trading between 
Spain and the Caribbean, most of the ships that 
disappeared happened to be carrying bananas as 
cargo. Whether the two facts were coincidental or 
not is up to you to decide! There are other theories 
for why boaters share a disdain for bananas; one is 
that because the fruits spoil so quickly, transport-
ers had to hurry to get to their destination, meaning 
fishermen were rarely able to catch anything. An-
other threat posed by bananas is the deadly toxic 
fumes they produced in the heat of the storage 
hull. Lastly, some say that a species of deadly spi-
der (highly deadly black tarantula!) would hide 
within bunches of bananas; their lethal bite would 
quickly kill a boater, adding to the fear of carrying 
bananas on board. 
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SPECIAL FROM YOUR  ASSISTANT ADMIN OFFICER 

Ahoy mates! I wish all good health and encourage everyone to continue practicing COVID
-19 precautions. Also, please consider signing up with Richard Winston to participate in 
the Salvation Army Angel Tree Program in December. This program raises funds to pro-
vide much needed Christmas gifts for Sarasota’s children. I participated last year, and it 
was a lot of fun. I encourage everyone to join Peter Roth’s Challenge to help defray the 
cost of upgrading the ventilation system in our headquarters building.  
 

NOW FOR A STORY 
 
This is the story of my 3-day transit of the Okeechobee Waterway System (OCWW). This 
transit was actually a segment of a 12-day trip I made this year moving my sailboat En-
chantress from Palatka, FL on the St. Johns River to Sarasota, FL.  
 

Enchantress is a 1988 Beneteau First 235. It is a fractional sloop with an inner forestay, 23 feet in length with 
a 4 ft draft, a fixed keel, an 8 ft beam, and an air-draft of 34 feet. Auxiliary power is provided by a Honda 4-
stroke, 5 HP OBM.   
 
The OCWW begins where the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway (AIWW) crosses the St. Lucie River at ICW 
Mile 988, just to the west of the St. Lucie Inlet. Mile Zero of the OCWW starts at this intersection. The sys-
tem connects the east coast of Florida at Stuart to the west coast just past Cape Coral, a distance of 144 nm. 
There are five locks on the OCWW, which usually operate between 0800-1700 hrs., with the last lockage 
around 1630 hrs. Lockmasters are usually hailed on VHF Channel 13, at least 15 minutes prior to the Arrival 
Point Sign, to provide vessel’s name and direction of travel and to request lockage.  
 
Our technique for transiting a lock consisted of first hailing the lockmaster upon arrival, then waiting at the 
lock entrance for a green light followed by entry into the lock. Tie-up lines either hung down or were passed 
down to us by a lock tender from the top of the wall of the lock. We found it good practice to grab the lines at 
the bow and stern of the boat, and wrap, not tie off, the lines around bow and stern cleats. This method al-
lowed us to let the lines out as the water level dropped or to tighten the lines as the water level rose. Although 
transiting a lock can be performed by a solo boater, it is far easier to do so with another pair of hands onboard. 
We “tied up” along port side in all locks, and usually cleared a lock in less than 15 minutes after receiving a 
green light to exit. Fenders were deployed on port to prevent boat damage due to the rough timbered walls 
and to avoid black marks. 
 
The first lock we encountered on the OCWW after departing the Sunset Marina in Stuart, FL was the St. 
Lucie Lock at the start of the St. Lucie Canal, OCWW Mile 15.1. This lock raised Enchantress 13 feet by 
opening the front gates on the high side about 2 ft to let the water in. This required tightening the lock lines as 
the water level rose. It should be noted that none of the locks on the OCWW have valves to let the water in.  
 
The second lock on the St. Lucie Canal was the Port Mayaca Lock at Port Mayaca, OCWW Mile 38, on the 
east coast of Lake Okeechobee. Both ends of this lock were open when we arrived because of high water level 
due to heavy rain. This lock provided entry to the lake and access to Clewiston, FL along the southwest coast 
of the lake, a distance of 34 nm (direct open-water crossing).  
 
Our chosen route of travel across Lake Okeechobee, the direct open-water route, was abandoned because of 
the heavy weather we encountered shortly after departing Port Mayaca. So, we altered course to Pahokee, FL, 
OCWW Mile 50.6, along the southern rim of the lake. We spent a night at the Pahokee Marina, after arriving 
soaking wet in foul weather gear and in our PFDs, and just in time to meet the City Commissioner. She pro-
vided us with greatly appreciated packaged hot meals.  
 
From Pahokee, we headed to the Clewiston Approach Channel, and followed it toward Clewiston.  
 
CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE 
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CONTINUED FROM PRECEDING PAGE 
 
This channel makes a 90 degree turn to the right just before the Clewiston Lock, OCWW Mile 65, to become 
the Caloosahatchee Canal. The Clewiston Lock is not a lock in the OCWW system.  
 
The third lock in the system was the Moore Haven Lock at OCWW Mile 78. The front gates on the down side 
of the lock opened to discharge water. Close attention was paid to ease lock lines as the water level dropped 8 
feet. Although this lock had smooth concrete walls, fenders were deployed out of habit to protect the side of 
the boat. On 28 Sept 2020, this lock was closed to all types of boats by the Army Corps of Engineers because 
of tusscocks (floating islands of vegetation) for an indefinite period of time. 
 
The fourth lock on the Caloosahatchee Canal was the Ortona Lock at OCWW Mile 93.5. This lock also had 
smooth concrete walls. The water level here dropped 7 feet. 
 
We overnighted on the Caloosahatchee Canal at the Port La Belle Marina in Port La Belle, FL, OCWW Mile 
103. This marina provided free shore power and water, but no showers. We enjoyed a delicious hot meal at the 
nearby Isabella Bistro. 
 
The fifth and last lock on the Caloosahatchee Canal was the Franklin Lock, OCCW Mile 121.4. The water lev-
el in this lock dropped 3 feet. This lock is at the start of the Caloosahatchee River which begins down river at 
red marker “2”. 
 
The OCCW ends at Mile 144, just southwest of Ft. Myers (OCWW Mile 135) and Cape Coral (OCWW Mile 
142) at flashing red marker “6” where the channel to the Sanibel Causeway Blvd. Bridge and the Caloosa-
hatchee River begins.  This navigational aid also marks the area where the OCWW transitions to Mile Zero of 
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW). 
 
This was an incredible segment of our trip to Sarasota, made all the more memorable by beautiful scenery, 
good and bad weather, and my first experience as Captain transiting a lock in my very own sailboat. 
 
Please remember, the Moore Haven Lock on the OCWW is closed indefinitely. So, the only way to go from 
Sarasota to the east coast of Florida is to go around the Keys to Miami from where points north and the Baha-
mas can be reached. 
 
Submitted by 
Assistant AO 1st/Lt Howard Noble JN 
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Captain: Lt/C Joeseph Barnett & Pat Moore 

These are a few of my 60-70+ collection of sailing T-shirts on the lifeline of our Island Packet 420, Hope and 
Glory, something my husband, Joe Barnette seriously discourages. 
Joe and I have sailed  Hope and Glory in the Maritime Provinces, ICW, Florida coast, Bahamas, Caribbean, 
Mediterranean, Central America, Belize, Honduras, Guatemala, through the Panama Canal, and Joe has sailed 
to  
Southampton, England from the Bird Key Yacht Club four times. A six week sail. 
 
The T Shirts are as follows: 
Hope and Glory give away T-shirts for the children who sailed on our boat in the 2005 Isla Mujeres  race 
around the island after the Regatta del Sol al Sol: cruising trip to Staniel Cay Yacht Club in the Bahamas 
where pigs swim in the ocean and the James Bond movie Thunderball was filmed: Old Bahama  Bay West 
End, Grand Bahama Island. Cruising trip: Dominica, W.I. cruising trip: St. Thomas, V.I. Our friend Barefoot 
Davis band signature tune “rum is the answer? what was the question!: Hinano. Joe and I Scuba diving in Ta-
hiti where I later became a Tahitian pearl dealer: Island Packet Roundup 2005: Bradenton Yacht Club Island 
Packet Yacht roundup 2006: Regatta del Sol al Sol, St Petersburg, FL to Isla Mujeres 2005: Caribbean Cat 
Fever. Miami FL – Virginia Beach, VA 1000 miles. Support staff. 
ARC.   Atlantic Rally for Cruisers. 2008. 
 
                                                Patricia Moore 
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OUR FUTURE 
2020 has been and continues to be a difficult year. We all wish we could have 
had our usual parties and gatherings, our boating excursions to waterside restau-
rants, our regular Thursday luncheons with wonderful guest speakers at Marina 
Jack (where oh where can I get a decent Reubin Sandwich which is not cold and 
soggy), our Mother’s Day feast, our Father’s Day cook out, our summer raft up, 
our Friday game nights, our Thanksgiving Dinners and fundraising  auctions 
with Howard, our auctioneer, wearing a ridiculous hat, and our Holiday Sing 
Along and Christmas Dance. So, turn the page and take a moment to remem-
ber. 

 
Then think just a moment of all we will do next year when we can gather again. 

Our planning starts now. And you, members, will be there.  
 

America’s Boating Club of Sarasota 
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Holiday Luncheon and Singalong 
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ANNUAL SQUADRON HOLIDAY PARTY 
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OOPS...WRONG PARTY 
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A Tribute to our Life & Times 
From Sandy & Frank Tugwell 

 

Unconditional Surrender  
(Not the statue)  

Now that Frank and I have been locked away in our 
house since March, I finally couldn’t spend another 
day with my hair. I did what I’d sworn never to do: I 
asked him to cut it. We went out to the “deck salon” 
where shorn hair is no problem and began. Using 
both scissors and an electric trimmer, Frank made 
his way around my head and only snipped my ear 
once. After we got the bleeding under control, he 
finished and amazingly, it looks pretty good. He 
says now he has another skill set if he ever needs 
another job. And we’re still 
speaking to each other. 
 
Sandy declined to send a photo, 
but as a sample of Frank’s work, 
she offered a picture of their 
cruiser: 
 

 

           Chaplain’s Corner           
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

            

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. 

The most certain way to succeed is al-

ways to try at least one more time.”  
 
                  Thomas A. Edison 
 
(Instant replay, much needed during pandemic) 

Deadrise is not a Religious Phenomenon. 
 

 Deadrise is the angle formed between horizontal and the 
hull at any given point. While transom deadrise is the 
most often cited value, a boat’s hull has boat deadrise 
along its entire length. A flat-bottom garvey (or shallow 
draft work boat) has zero deadrise, and a deep-V race 
boat may have a deadrise angle of 50 degrees at its stem 
and more than 20 degrees at its transom. 
 
However, since most planing powerboats run on the after 
third of their hulls at cruising speeds, transom deadrise is 
the most common basis for comparison. 
 
It’s almost self-evident that more deadrise aft — a sharper 
hull — is going to ride softer. I say “almost” because oth-
er elements come into play. One of these is the width of 
the chine (where the bilge angles up to become the top-
sides of the hull). If a boat has wide chines, it’s likely to 
slap more in a chop than another boat with equivalent 
deadrise and narrower chines. Then there’s the angle of 
the chines. Some are “flat,” that is, they protrude horizon-
tally from the V of the hull panels. This is in contrast to 
reversed chines, which angle out from the hull at a down-
ward angle. Again, all things being equal, of two boats 
with the same width chines, the one with reversed chines 
will likely be able to maintain a higher speed before 
pounding. 
 

Another element to consider is beam. A wider boat may 
start to pound sooner (at slower speeds) than a narrower 
boat, even if both have the same transom deadrise angle. 
Basic physics at work here — more surface area landing 
on the water means the boat can’t sink in as much, and 
so it comes to a more abrupt stop after cresting a wave. 
Finally, consider the helm position. Of two similar boats 
with equivalent deadrise, the boat with the helm located 
farther aft is going to be more comfortable to run in chop 
— at least from the helm position. It’s no secret that the 
farther aft you move on any boat, the gentler the ride 
feels. While this doesn’t speak to how softly the boat 
itself is riding — you’d need to hook up accelerometers 
to determine that — it provides an indication of the rela-
tive comfort you will experience in any given set of con-
ditions. 
 
You can’t look at any one hull feature, deadrise includ-
ed, in isolation and declare it “best riding.” It’s the bal-
ance of these characteristics, and others, measured by 
your intended use of the boat and the conditions you 
generally. 
 
 
By Kevin Falvey, Boating Magazine, February 10, 2020  



   Page  13 https://sarasota-boating.org/ 

Sarasota Power  and Sail Squadron 

While serving as a member of SCORE, the SBA backed association of senior business men and women, I was intro-
duced to Anna Orsini, cofounder and principal of  Sarasota’s Sea & Soul which was founded to focus on providing truly 
amazing, lazar made images depicting our detailed shore lines, ranging from artistic renderings to nautical charts of the 
waters designated by its customers. Ranging from nautical clocks to serving trays you can use on board, she focuses on 
the following key:  The sea called to my soul and I answered with all my heart...  
                                                      ..Ed 

Meet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A small business with roots on the West Coast of 
Florida, learns to navigate the retail world during 
changing times.  Sea & Soul handcrafts beautiful 
coastal decor depicting 3D wood maps of lakes, is-
lands and coastlines from Sarasota Bay to wherever a 
boater drops anchor. 
  
    Owners, Anna Ursini and Bob and Kathy Strem-
cha, met while working together over 10 years ago. 
They began their brand in 2018  to control both the 
quality and craftsmanship of the art as well as the cus-
tomer experience.  Initial sales channels were solely 
online retail shops but that quickly changed when they 
attended their first Buyer’s Market as an exhibitor in 
July of 2019. 
  
     Over the next 6 months, into early 2020, their com-
pany expanded as a wholesaler to having orders from 
almost 50 smaller retail partners throughout the U.S. 
as well as a national retailer with product in several 
hundred stores.  Growth continued .. Then came the 
virus.  

 
During the national shut down, they experienced mas-
sive cancellations It was clear there would have to be 
a significant shift in the way they were going to sur-
vive.  Their focus again turned back to their online 
sales channels with a revamped website, increased 
listings in their Etsy Shop and now having product 
available for Prime delivery on Amazon.com.  
  
The most consistent theme throughout their 2+ yrs in 
business is that each step aimed at growing their com-
pany and brand included something they had never 
done before.  
 
When asked what they’ve learned along the way, An-
na responds, “As a new company, we were definitely 
guilty of thinking each bigger step was going to be 
THE key to our success. We have since realized that 
literally anything can happen and the key to our suc-
cess and longevity will be learning to operate all sales 
channels to their highest potential while adjusting and 
adapting to a changing marketplace.”   
 
She added, “while 2020 may not be the break out year 
we thought we were going to have, I am very hopeful 
for what the 4th quarter and 2021 have in store for 
us.” 

Anna Ursini finds most of her favorite 
memories on the water with her chil-
dren, family, friends – and Finn, her 
water loving pup – along the West Coast 
of Florida  and New England 

Co-founders, Bob and Kathy Stremcha, 
are responsible for the creative use of 
new technology combined with time-
honored techniques to produce the signa-
ture look of Sea & Soul charts.   

Check out some samples of their work on the following page 
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As a special offer to Members of the Sarasota Power 
Squadron, orders using the discount code South 
Wind will enjoy a 15% discount off your order ei-
ther at seaandsoulcharts.com or Etsy. 
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  
2814 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, FL. 34239 

PAN PAN 

 

WEATHER? WHAT WEATHER? 
Raymond Pollum, Dana point CA 

The early-November morning in Morro Bay, California, was near perfect: light overcast skies and dead-calm. Reports 
from earlier in the week had late-season albacore within 6 miles of the harbor, and we jumped at the chance to put a 
few of these coveted tuna in the freezer before winter finally shut down things for the season. 
As we motored past the harbor master’s building in our 15-foot center-console, my dad and I both noticed the two red 
flags flying. The gale warning was in stark contrast to the current conditions. Concluding the flags had mistakenly been 
left up from the day prior, we continued on our way. 
Rounding the harbor jetty, we quickly accelerated to clear the shallow entrance that is often closed during large north-
west swells common this time of year. While the swells were indeed large, the near-perfect conditions and lack of wind 
made clearing the harbor and the short 6-mile run offshore quick and uneventful. 
Shortly after setting the lines and getting settled in for a day of trolling, we noticed a light breeze had begun to blow 
from shore. Suddenly and without warning, a fierce Santa Ana windstorm hit, and we found ourselves surrounded by 
wind-ravaged seas. Combined with the large swell that previously had not been a concern, our situation was dire. Una-
ble to perform a simple task of reeling in the lines, we cut free all four lures to concentrate on the emergency at hand. 
Though only 6 miles from the harbor entrance, we donned our life jackets and contacted the Coast Guard to inform 
them of our plight, position and plan. 
The tops were blowing off the seas, and the large swells coming from an opposite direction created an equally ominous 
danger. The distance that had taken us 20 minutes to cover on the way out now required more than two hours to reverse 
as we tacked in every direction to avoid any direct contact with breaking seas. 
Soaked and tired, we approached the harbor, but quickly discovered the swell had increased and was now breaking 
across the harbor entrance. We were informed the harbor-entrance bar was now closed. As such, we were forbidden 
from entering the harbor and instead directed 9 miles to the south to the deepwater port at Avila Beach. 
The decision to violate the order was an easy one—we simply would not have survived the trek south in our small boat. 
Timing the swells, we made our first attempt, but aborted to avoid running down the steep face of the building breaker. 
On the second attempt, we remained between two large swells and were able to turn the corner just before the white 
water from the following wave reached us. 
 We were extremely lucky that day. The primary lesson I 

learned is an old one: Don’t assume. There are many sources 
of weather data available, and simply tuning in the right chan-
nel or a quick check of a weather app would have verified the 
gale post. We also violated a stand-down order that day. It 
was my responsibility to get my boat and passenger (my dad) 
to safety, and I knew my best chance for doing so was the ac-
tion taken. Nonetheless, it was a long car ride home.  


