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FIRE CHECKLIST


Inspect your boat’s bilge frequently. Keep it
free of grease, oil and debris. Check your fuel
system for leaks.



Regularly inspect electrical wiring. Repair bare
wires or loose electrical connections to prevent
sparks from igniting fuel vapors.



Use only marine-rated parts for repairs.



Store dinghy fuel and propane topside where
they have plenty of ventilation.



Ensure charcoal is completely cold before securing the grill. Use caution since the embers
may remain a fire hazard long after use.



Close all hatches before fueling; ground your
fuel line nozzle against the fill pipe to eliminate
static sparks.



Ventilate your engine compartment after every
fueling until you can no longer smell any dangerous vapors.



If your boat is equipped with a bilge blower,
run it for at least four minutes until the bilge is
clear of fumes. Sniff the blower exhaust.



Most boat fires are caused by starting the engine when gasoline vapors are present in the
bilge. This type of fire starts with an explosion
and spreads rapidly.
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FEBRUARY/MARCH CALENDAR/CLASSES



Diesel fuel burns as fast as gasoline when ignited. The only difference is that diesel fumes ignite
at a higher temperature than gasoline fumes.



Keep more than the required numbers and size of
approved fire extinguishers readily accessible.
Mount them properly where you can get at them
quickly and easily. Have them checked annually
to ensure they are fully charged and in working
order. Plan ahead. Know what you will do to
combat fire in any section of your boat.

Page 2

Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron

SOUTH WIND
Published by the

SARASOTA POWER & SAIL
SQUADRON
2814 Hyde Park Street
Sarasota, FL 34239-3227
(941) 953-7565

SOUTH WIND STAFF
Editor:
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S
Copy Ed:
Lt Carol Holmes, AP
Contributor: P/Lt/C Sylvia Wedge, AP

2020 SPSS BRIDGE
Cdr

Barbara Wolfe, P
Barbara@ivymtc.com
(941) 371-1284
XO:
Lt/C Roxanne Fox, S
rfox627703@aol.com
(301)-518-3121
SEO
Lt/C Joe Barnette, SN
cjbarnette@yahoo.com
(941) 957-0444
AO
1st/Lt Howard Noble JN
bhnoble@comcast.net
(352) 317-4858
Treas:
Lt/C Daniel Sullivan, S
dsullivan321@gmail.com
(941) 586-2174
Asst SEO Barry N, Rush SN
brush41@verizon.net
(631) 987-8355
Asst Secr Ann Clarke
61asclark@gmail.com
(253) 670-9577

Next Deadline:
15 February 2021

Send photos and articles to:
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S at
rlsouthwind@gmail.com

COMMANDER’S UPDATE
I am happy to welcome the 2021 Bridge. Like myself, Roxanne, Joe, Howard, Dan and Barry are
serving another year in their same positions as
2020. I am so pleased that we have two new members on the Bridge, who are also new Squadron
members: Carol Hoernle, Assistant AO and Anne
Clark, Assistant Secretary. I’m looking forward to
working with all of you in what I hope will be another transition year, but this time from nearly
closed to fully opened. We’ll see. Widespread distribution of the COVID vaccine will go a long way
to assuring that will happen. There are six more positions that need to be
filled and I hope that more of our new members will volunteer for some
of those slots. Participation in an organization is the best way to make
new friends and make the organization prosper with an influx of new ideas mixed in with the established.
The Squadron was just awarded the Member Involvement Retention
Award (MIRA) for our development of the Back OnBoard! program. If
you’re not familiar with Back OnBoard! then please check out the flyer in
this newsletter. It’s a wonderful perk for our members who want to get
out on the water but don’t own a boat, and that’s 60% of our members!
At the Change of Watch I briefly laid out my goals for 2021—it’s expected that I do that! I was thinking about what I wanted to do. What
could I do with a closed Squadron? What was needed? One word kept
popping into my mind and that was RELEVANT. I want to make the
Squadron relevant to all our members and to those who are thinking of
becoming members. Why else would you join? Why else would you stay?
We are a boating club and that’s what attracts members to us. We have
our two basic classroom (Zoom) boat safety courses, our three on-thewater programs for learning and enjoyment, and the knowledge that we
are sharing, for those interested in kayaking. Added to that, once we are
back to our social activities, we’ll again have our cruise-to-eat trips, and
raft-ups, which can be so much fun. There’s also our two community service activities: co-op charting and vessel safety checks. And I think we
can find enough interest in fishing to form a group devoted to that activity
as well. And so very important to our charter, are our advanced boating
classes up to, and including Celestial Navigation. (Have you taken the Celestial Navigation Challenge in the Weekly Update?) If someone is interested in boating and the many ancillary activities associated with boating,
THIS SQUADRON IS FOR YOU!
Commander Barbara Wolfe, P

See us on:

HAPPY
VALENTINE’S DAY
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ANNUAL MEETING
On January 28, 2021, America’s Boating Club of Sarasota held its annual full membership meeting by Zoom.
A quorum was present in person or by proxy. The Commander, Barbara Wolfe P called the meeting to order at
1000 hours. Reports were provided by the Executive Officer, the Squadron Education Officer, the Administrative Officer the Treasurer and the Commander. Copies are available by request to the Commander.
The slate of Officers, Directors and Committees, copies of which had been circulated to the membership, were
then officially nominated to serve for the Bridge year 2021. Further nominations were welcomed from the
floor. Thereupon, on motion duly made, seconded and carried, the following persons were duly elected to the
offices and positions set forth below to serve for the Watch Year 2021:
Bridge
Commander
Executive Officer
Administrative Officer
Educational Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant AO
Assistant SEO
Assistant Treasurer
Assistant Secretary

Cdr Barbara C. Wolfe, P
Lt/C Roxanne E. Fox, S
P/C Howard Noble, JN
Lt/C C. Joseph Barnette, SN
TBD
Lt/C Daniel Sullivan, S
TBD
P/D/C Barry Rush, SN
TBD
Anne Clark

Board of Directors
P/C Barry F. August, SN
P/C Edward J. Fisch, SN
Lt Jose A. Garnham, SN
P/C Demetri Lignos, SN
P/C Christopher M. Messenger, AP
P/D/C Barry Rush, SN

P/C James W. Stewart, AP
P/Lt/C Richard Walshaw, P
P/C Leon Warshaw, S
P/Lt/C Michael Wedge, AP
P/C Richard Winston, SN
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S

BOD Parliamentarian P/C Wilhelm (Bill) Andersen, AP
Trustees of the Educational Trust Fund
Franklin Tugwell
William R. Clarkson, P
P/D/C Howard Levine, SN
Allison O’Brien, P
Lt/C Gary Wells, AP
Michael Scahill, AP
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S (Non-Voting Law Officer)

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
P/C Christopher M. Messenger, AP
P/C Richard Winston, SN
TBD

AUDITING COMMITTEE
P/C William R. Boos, N (Chair)
TBD
TBD

RULES COMMITTEE
P/C Demetri Lignos, SN (Chair)
P/Lt/C Sandy Kuskin, P
TBD

www.usps.org
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CHANGE OF WATCH
JANUARY 28 2021

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE

Hello! All. I wish everyone a very Happy Valentine Day! Love one another.
Schedules for COOP Charting and VSC
Checks are still on hold. Members are
being safe and sound during this pandemic.
I was thinking this morning on why do I own a boat and
so this is what I found and I totally agree:
Boating reduces stress…
Boating provides great exercise…
Owning a boat requires mastering new skills…
Owning a boat can deepen family relationships…
Owning a boat makes you part of a unique
community…
Owning a boat gives you control over your
vacation…

After closing of the Annual Meeting of
members, the Change of Watch for the 2021
Bridge year was held by Zoom.
The ceremony was conducted by District 22
Commander Sam Bonilla AP. After swearing
in the bridge for the coming year, the District
Commander observed that Sarasota had accomplished a great deal in 2020 despite the
Covid virus. He particularly pointed to the
success in gaining new members as well as
retention. Commander Bonilla then offered
up the microphone to Commander Barbara
Wolfe P.
Commander Barbara then announced the
award of two Spirit Awards for the year
2020. The recipients were

“Somethin’ bout a boat
Sittin’ on the sea
Out there in the wind
Floatin’ on the free
Take you ‘round the world
Bring you back hope
Gives a man hope
Somethin’ bout a boat”
-Jimmy Buffet

P/Lt/C Richard Walshaw AP
D/Lt Robert Wolfe S

Whether it’s a kayak to carry on top of your car, a center
console, runabout or cruiser you can tow, or a yacht that
sits gleaming in a fancy marina or bobs quietly in a secluded anchorage, there most definitely is “something
about a boat.”

In addition, Graham Peterson received the
award for Instructor of the Year and P/Lt/C
Gary Wells AP was named Best Navigator of
the Year.

Have a wonderful February 2021
XO Roxanne E. Fox, S

MEMBER INVOLVEMENT
RETENTION AWARD
2020
The National Membership Committee’s Membership
Involvement Retention Award is awarded to the
District 22 squadron that presents the best involvement plan producing measurable retention results.
SARASOTA POWER AND SAIL SQUADRON
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THE KAYAKING KORNER

The Current Status
In November 2019, Ed Fisch, Joe Andrade, and Tim Ryan who make up the Kayak Group, met after our last
kayak trip for the year in the food court of the Summit Square Mall and planned out the trips for 2020. This
planning schedule is necessary as we start with the first trip in January so this allows time for the flyer and
email notifications. We had planned trips from January thru June, omitting July and August and continuing
in Sept. and Oct. We have found that most kayaking folks don’t like the two summer months due to the heat,
and we also do not meet November and December because Holiday events take over. We alternate trip leaders each month to more equally distribute the work load. Out of the eight events we run, we usually try to
include at least two new locations. In 2020, we had scheduled three new places to try.
We did kayak in January, February and March of last year. However, the last event in March led by Tim saw
the beginning of the Covid restrictions and although we did kayak, the restaurant we had lunch at after the
paddle was on a picnic table outside. The next trip for April had to be cancelled due to the fact that the State
closed the park where we were to launch. The other events and vendors scheduled next were eventually cancelled which then extended to the rest of 2020.
At the moment, all kayaking trips are on hold. In fact, we, the Kayaking Group, did not convene our annual
November planning session to schedule kayak trips for 2021 due to the Corona Virus. Hopefully things will
improve during the year and we have not given up.
So, we are in a holding pattern and wait for the kayaking window to open for the Squadron. Until that time
comes, an article will appear in the South Wind each month in lieu of being on the water.
Although we are not presently kayaking as a group at SPSS, there is no reason you can’t figure out how to
put that Paddle in the Pond. So, the Kayaking Group at SPSS is here to answer or at least try to answer your
kayaking questions. We don’t know all the answers and our only qualifications are that we have kayaked a
lot. So email us your questions, comments or information to the SPSS Kayaking Group. We would love to
hear from you and eventually and better yet, see you at our monthly trips again.
Ed Fisch – edcar2@aol.com
Joe Andrade – joeandrade19@comcast.com
Tim Ryan – 49timryan@gmail.com

Page 7

https://sarasota-boating.org/

United States Power Squadrons©

January is nearly over. We’ve
sworn in a new Bridge for the
Squadron, and a new Board of Directors. We have a new President of
the US, and the virus is still running
freely among us. We had two eaglets born on the
23rd and if you’ve never watched the Southwest FL
Eagle Cam, now’s the time to start (http://
dickpritchettrealestate.com). It’ll bring a smile to
your lips every time you tune in, until that is, they
are ready to fledge, and then you’ll be holding your
breath for their safety.

Chaplain’s Corner

The secret of a good sermon is
to have a good beginning and a good ending and to have the two as close together
as possible.
George Burns

Special thanks to my ghost writer for this upbeat
editorial.
Ed.

SPEAKING OF DOCKING

According to Kevin Falvey, Editor of Boating magazine, there are three keys to make docking easier. He terms it the
“Zen of Docking.
Turning Circle
Turning circle is the amount of space your boat requires to complete a turn.
The Importance: Knowing the turning circle is helpful whether you "dead-end" in a marina fairway or you encounter a
current that's running strong at the fuel dock. The Details: Boats with props aft of the transom turn wider than boats
having props forward of the transom.
The Zen: Be attentive to how sharply your boat turns at various speeds. Note the distance between your boat and
"landmarks" like pilings, bow pulpits and raised outboards. Do this especially in situations where you have the procedure down cold. With each repetition you are engraving your boat's turning circle on the tablet your inner captain uses
for direction. With time, you'll know the turning circle at all speeds intuitively.
Carry
This is how far your boat coasts, and with how much force, once you shift into neutral.
The Importance: Familiarity with carry is imperative to using current, wind and throttle. The Details: Carry will vary
with underwater form, propeller diameter and windage. A deeper boat, taller boat or boats with bigger wheels generally
carry farther when placed in neutral.
The Zen: Carry, Grasshopper, varies as an exponent of boat speed and with the speed of the wind and the current. Pay
attention to all three while docking. Note the speed and direction of the variables affecting carry. I suggest monitoring
engine rpm rather than boat speed for this purpose. Do so, and hopefully you'll avoid a need to rev the engines wide
open in reverse gear to prevent a collision.
Kick
Kick is the direction and amount of sideways movement imparted to the stern when you shift an engine into gear.
The Importance: Since stopping is a primary component of docking, failure to be cognizant of kick results in problems
when reverse thrust is applied while docking. The Details: A turning propeller induces a sideways "moment" or force,
called propeller torque. The effect of prop torque on any given boat is that boat's "kick." Kick varies with rpm applied
and the direction of the prop's rotation. Rudder or gear case position can enhance or diminish kick's effect.
The Zen: While docking, hone your focus on the rudder/drive/gear case position and the engine's rpm before you shift.
Shift into neutral before making a change to the rudder. Practice keeping the rudder/drive/engine centered, and soak in
the effect that changes in prop rotation (gear) and speed (rpm) have upon your vessel. Osmosis can be a great teaching
tool. Allow your inner captain to accept it.
IF ALL ELSE FAILS, SELF-DOCKING BOATS ARE NOW AVAILABLE. YOU KNEW THAT, RIGHT?
www.usps.org
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

AMAZONSMILE!!!

$$$$$$
By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate 0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple.
Rather than going to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s really the same website, but
when you buy through AmazonSmile you are auto-

Austin Lee Dickinson is a wealth manager
who comes to us from Tennessee.
Esteban Guevara Rojas & Tregea Bevan
hail from Vermont. Esteban is a sailor and
wants to join the Vessel Safety Check team.

Lisa Hallock is a marine biologist and owns
a 243 CC Everglades bay boat

The membership of Sarasota Power & Sale Squadron mourn the loss of long time
member and friend P/Lt/C Ed Strauss who passed away on January 18, 2021 at
the age of 104. Always active with 32 merit marks to evidence his remarkable
contribution, we will sorely miss him.
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THE CRITICAL ENGINE CUTOFF DEVICE
Check it—Use it

Your boat needs an engine cutoff device. This is
the connection between the captain at the helm and
the engine which stops the engine cold when the
captain walks away from the helm. Simple and
mechanical, it’s practically foolproof—if you’re
wearing it.
Today, there are basically two types. One type is a
lanyard which is attached at one side by a clip to
the mechanical engine connector found on most
boats today. The other is attached to the clothing
of the captain at the helm. Some clip it to a belt
loop, others wrap the coiled lanyard around the
leg. The other type is a wireless electrical devise
carried by the captain.
Each system has its advantages:
The mechanical tether is simple, is always aboard,
uses no batteries, and needs no electronic pairing.
The wireless system allows free movement
throughout the boat. Downside? The cord system
protects only the driver; the wireless unit doesn’t
kick in if the driver is thrown from the helm but
remains in the boat.
Your boat or motor likely already has a tether-style
engine-cutoff device, even if you’ve too seldom
used it. Count on seeing more: The Coast Guard
Authorization Act of 2019 expanded the list of
boats on which they must be included.
It only takes a wave, wake, sharp turn, collision,
steering failure or other issue, and suddenly, a
boat’s driver is in the water. With either kind of
kill switch, the boat stops and the driver can reboard. Restarting the motor requires only replacing
the clip or overriding the signal, depending on the
device.
Either beats imagining one’s own boat coming
around to attack!

Nov 21, 2020 Sarasota Bay A child was fatally injured when two boats participating in a Sarasota
Youth Sailing club practice, collided ...Saturday
morning, according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission.
”An incident occurred today during one of our regular club sailing practices,” Sarasota Youth Sailing
posted on its Facebook page. “At this time, SYS is
halting all scheduled operations and team functions
while we focus our attention and efforts to support
the individuals involved.”
Around 11:15 a.m., the FWC received a report of a
boating accident from the Sarasota Police Department. The crash involved two vessels that were being used for sailing practice just north of the John
Ringling Causeway bridge.
The FWC, SPD and Sarasota County Fire Department all responded to the scene.
A child, who FWC officials said was younger than
13, sustained serious injuries in the collision and
later died. He was taken as a trauma alert to Sarasota Memorial Hospital by ambulance, according to
Sarasota County Emergency Services; a medical
helicopter transport was canceled because
of weather conditions.
“Sadly, the injured juvenile passed away from his
injuries,” FWC spokesman Adam Brown said. “We
send our sincerest condolences to the friends and
family of those involved in this accident and will
continue to keep those impacted by this tragic incident in our thoughts and prayers for the difficult
days ahead.”
The FWC is leading the investigation.

Thanks to Steve Griffen,
USCG

www.usps.org
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PAN PAN
The U.S. Coast Guard is asking all boat owners and operators to help reduce fatalities, injuries, property damage and
associated healthcare costs related to recreational boating accidents by taking personal
responsibility for their own safety and the safety of their passengers. Essential steps include: wearing a life jacket at all times and requiring passengers to do the same; never
boating under the influence (BUI); successfully completing a boating safety course; and
getting a Vessel Safety Check (VSC) annually from local U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary,
United States Power Squadrons(r) or your state boating agency's Vessel Examiners. The
U.S. Coast Guard reminds all boaters to "Boat Responsibly!" For more tips on boating
safety, visit www.uscgboating.org.
Duncan Seawall, Dock and Boat Lift, LLC will conduct maintenance dredging in the vicinity of Greer Island Park off
the northern most point of Longboat Key from January 25, 2021 with an anticipated completion date of February 12,
2021. The dredge operation will be located in the following approximate coordinates: 27-26-29.970N / 082-4109.680W. Work will be completed Monday through Saturday, 7:00 am to 7:00 pm from a moored barge with an excavator. The channel will remain open during the dredging operation, mariners should exercise caution while passing
barges and equipment in operation.
Quinn Construction Inc, acting on behalf of the bridge owner, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), is authorized to temporarily deviate from drawbridge operation regulations 33 CFR 117.311 that governs the (SR789)
New Pass Bridge across the New Pass channel, mile 0.5, at Sarasota, Florida. Under this temporary deviation, the
(SR 789) New Pass Bridge will require an 6 hour advance notice for a bridge opening from January 25, 2021 until
July 31, 2021. Maintenance and repair will be conducted during daylight hours only. At all other times the bridge will
operate as advertised in CFR. All mariners are advised to proceed with caution when transiting the area.

Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron
2814 Hyde Park Street
Sarasota, FL. 34239
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