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JANUARY CALENDAR/CLASSES 

 

National Corner 

 

The 2021 ABClub Annual 
Meeting is currently scheduled 
virtually for Sunday, February 
15, 2021 - Sunday, February 
27, 2021 remotely via Free 
Conference Call. 
 
Check the National Web site 

for Details 

 

District Corner 

District 22 has announced that 
the 2021 Winter Conference 
has been re-slated to be held 
virtually from January 11-14. 
Please see Flyer attached at 
Page 12. 

 

WHAT A YEAR! 

 

2020 was, well, the year that was. 
Weekly luncheons with our fellow 
members..cancelled; Bridge and Board 
meetings..moved to Zoom. Classes in 
our marvelously redone build-
ing..cancelled or moved on 
line; National and District 
gatherings..cancelled. Squad-
ron cruise..forget it. Mothers 
Day with Mom and friends at 
Squadron...Nah.  At times it 
felt like Squadron was being 
torpedoed! And like this column, it 
was all continued on following page! 
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BUT WAIT!! It wasn’t ALL bad. 
 
Let’s take a moment to remember some of 
the good stuff that SPSS served up in 2020. 
 
REMEMBER: There were several yummy 
lunches together at Marina Jack. On 1/9 we 
had Terri Holsinger from Friendship Force 
Sarasota forging friendships in support of 
global unity; on 1/16 we heard Danny Moro-
ney President and CEO of Hope Fleet on res-
cue operations for Bahamas after the hurri-
cane; then on 1/23  Mike Halpin from Sara-
sota K9 Search & Rescue, followed on 1/30  
by Marjorie Broughton, Executive Director 
of Meals on Wheels. 
 
REMEMBER: We had 
a rousing good party at 
Bird Key Yacht Club 
for the Change of 
Watch (also known to 
the chagrin of our 
Commander as her 
“COW”.) 
 
REMEMBER; There 
was Kayaking Jiggs 
Landing. There were 
11 paddlers all at once.  
Can you imagine 11 people in one place? We 
used to do that sort of thing back then. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMEMBER: And all along we were doing 
Vessel Safety Checks IN PERSON and get-
ting together to cruise the waters for our Co-
operative Charting program with lunch to-
gether at an on-the-water restaurant after a 
hard morning’s work. 
 
 

REMEMBER: Valentine’s Day 
 
REMEMBER: 
Crowds gathered 
at our Building 
for Game Night 
and Pot Luck 
dinner. Tables 
with many play-
ers and much 
clattering and 
shuffling and 
laughter with the occasional “Oh, No!”  
 
REMEMBER: We never could remember 
which party this came from, but we reprint it 
here to evidence that Squadron DOES know 
how to party. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AND REMEMBER: This was the year we 
built our membership with both Jump Start 
and Back On Board through our SPSS mem-
bership in the Suntex Boat Club. Our work 
with Suntex to provide boats to our members 
who qualified and our great markdown for 
full time Suntex members brought many 
members who do not currently own a boat 
back to the water and brought many of the 
ABC students to continue their studies and to 
join us as members. When Covid is behind 
us in 2021, we expect to be very busy on the 
water!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo by 
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COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

 
It’s the afternoon of Christmas Eve as I sit at my desk 
writing this column. It’s a bright sunny day, 76°,  with a 
gentle breeze.  
 
The warmth and beauty belies the 320 new cases  
PER DAY of the virus to hit Sarasota and Manatee Coun-
ties so far this December, the 112 deaths from the virus 
and the only 24 remaining ICU beds available. Yet, we 
are hopeful that the two vaccines that are approved for 
emergency use will change that picture in the coming 

months, and that by mid-2021 we will have reached herd immunity and our 
lives will return to something more like they were last February.  
 
While driving on an errand this morning I was listening to the radio and people 
on the air were complaining about all the screen time they’ve had to endure in 
the last 9 months, as opposed to physical contact. I’d like to shake hands and 
give hugs when we meet, but I’m so thankful for those screens that have al-
lowed us to see each other, see your smile, see the twinkle in your eye, see the 
new lamp you bought for your house or watch as your nimble cat scurries 
across your keyboard. 
 
If it wasn’t for those screens we wouldn’t have been able to run six Zoom ABC 
classes with over 100 graduates, two Zoom Boat Handling classes with 28 
graduates, and even a Zoom Offshore Navigation class with two graduates! 
We’ve now prepared our headquarters’ building for some small (six max) in-
person classes (see the pictures below).  
 
Both our Jump Start and Back OnBoard! programs have continued to be popu-
lar with our members. I hope the usage of those two programs continues to 
grow throughout the new year. We are so grateful for the 79 new members that 
have joined us this year. We are hopeful that many of them will become active 
volunteers with us, as that is the best way to make new friends and get the most 
out of membership in the Squadron. 
 
We have lost a couple of our members during 2020, only one that I know of, to 
COVID, but that was one too many. And just yesterday I learned of the passing 
of P/D/Lt/C Michael Kovalcin, SN a 50-year member. He will be sorely 
missed.  
 
There are some good years, some bad years, some so-so years. I think by all 
accounts 2020 was a BAD year. I am happy to see it go, and I pray that as each 
day of 2021 passes it will become better and better.  
 
Happy New Year my friends, be well, get your vaccine as soon as you can, 
wear your masks for a while longer, have some good champaign in a big, tall 
flute one week from this evening and let’s all get together soon. 
 

    Cdr. Barbara 
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 Happy New Year! I hope 2021 is 
brighter and safer for us all. 
 
I hope Vessel Safety Checks will be-
come available to anyone who would 
like to have his or her boat inspected. 
Just get in touch with Richard Winston - 
rnwinston20@gmail.com. 
 

I also hope COOP Charting will be able to get back on 
schedule. Tim Ryan (COOP Charting) –  
49timryan@gmail.com. 
 
 I just wanted to give us a refresher on the Intracoastal 
Waterway (ICW). The ICW is a chain of local channels 
linked together to provide an inland passage way along 
the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coasts. 
 
The Channels are identified by yellow symbols on chan-
nel buoys and markers. Buoys and markers that have 
these yellow symbols serve a dual purpose – they are 
navigational aids for both the U.S. Aids to Navigation 
System and the ICW. 
 
When you follow the ICW in a clockwise direction start-

ing from New Jersey and heading to Brownsville, TX, the 
following rules apply: 
Any marker displaying a yellow triangle should be 
passed by keeping it on the starboard (right) side of the 
boat. 
Any marker displaying a yellow square should be passed 
by keeping it on the port (left) side of the boat 
 
These rules are true regardless of the shape or color of the 
channel marker or buoy on which the ICW symbols are 
displayed. When you are following the ICW, the yellow 
triangles and squares should be used as guides, rather 
than colors and shapes of the lateral navigation markers 
on which they appear.  The ICW symbols are most com-
monly found on daymarks.  
 
Wish you all the best in our new year. 
  
Roxanne E Fox, S 
Executive Officer 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Pamela & Steven Ball are both into biking and  

Steven enjoys carpentry.  

 

Joanne & Sam Brown (along with Jared) are still 

working full time but are checking out ABC classes. 

 

Bev & Bill Hungate are technology veterans.  

 

Debbie & Ira Rosenberg hale from New Jersey where 

Ira is a member of Sills Cummis & Gross.  

 

Sandy & Brian Swinford are from Illinois. Sandy is a 

Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter. 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

McDonalds in Japan is selling a “Spamburger” with 
Spam covered by crumbled Oreo cookies according 
to the associated Press. Yum? 

WORKING WHILE LIVING ON THE WATER 
 

Greg Nichols writing on ZDNET reported that since he 
was working remotely, he convinced his wife to aban-
don dry land and move to his boat, his Macondo, a 
ketch-rigged Pearson 424. “where we live, work, and -- 
for kids during the pandemic -- do part of our schooling. 
...but the irony of having an untraditional work space 
like ours is that our setup is marvelously commonplace. 
I use a lean, grab-and-go work kit composed of gear that 
would make most American high schoolers probably 
roll their eyes. My aging MacBook Pro and 2020  
iPhone SE do most of the heavy lifting, which for my 
journalism work means lots of calls and emails and 
some light photo and audio editing. Throw in a back-
pack, a hotspot, and some portable power solutions, and 
I'm pretty well-equipped to work from the cockpit of 
Macondo or from a campsite with a decent 4G signal.” 
 
For power he uses a Jackery Explorer 1000, a 1002Wh 
battery bank compatible with two 100W foldable solar 
panels, a Jetpack 8800L Hotspot, and a Multiple Band 
50dB gain signal booster. He notes, “For those times the 
signal gets faint, stringing one of these up the mizzen 
mast (the shorter of the two on a ketch rig) gives us a 
huge range boost. This is particularly useful for ducking 
into little coves where signal is abysmal.” 
 

Tempted? 
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The Tugwells have been looking for 
something a bit more modest for their 
cruising needs. Seems they found this 
little number while on the Caloosahat-
chie Canal near the Ortona lock. (Your 
Editor has no idea where that is but 
loves the name.) Being conservationists 
to their very marrow, they spotted this 
Greenline 40 hybrid electric cruiser 
with twin hybrid Volvo diesel power 
combined with a standard 1.8 KW pow-
erful solar array and a 40 KW lithium 
polymer battery bank to keep them off 
the grid and out on the water longer with little need to go to a marina except for 
occasional provisioning. A mere $777,000 plus tax and delivery gets you this 
number made in Slovenia. Sandy was overheard saying something about “over a 
dead body”. 

Howard (Howie) Piering  
returns from having his bottom  
painted..er the boat’s bottom. 

 
 
Once again and despite the  
ravages of Covid-19, under the 
leadership of P/C Richard 
Winston, SN our membership 
came through with a great pile 
of toys to make Christmas just a 
bit sweeter for the kids. Await-
ing pick up is a virtual toy store 
of great goodies. 
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I must go down to the seas again,  

to the lonely sea and the sky. 

And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by; 

 

And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song 

and the white sail’s shaking, 

And a grey mist on the sea’s face,  

and a grey dawn breaking. 

 

I must go down to the seas again, 

for the call of the running tide 

Is a wild call and a clear call  

that may not be denied; 

 

And all I ask is a windy day 

 with the white clouds flying, 

And the flung spray and the blown spume,  

and the sea-gulls crying. 

 

I must go down to the seas again,  

to the vagrant gypsy life, 

To the gull’s way and the whale’s way 

where the wind’s like a whetted knife; 

 

And all I ask is a merry yarn  

from a laughing fellow rover, 

And a quiet sleep and a sweet dream  

when the long trick’s over. 

 

John Masefield 
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      Chaplain’s Corner  

   

 At a time like this we are reminded of 

our own mortality. We realize once more 

that our days are numbered. That is 

why he tells us in Psalm 90:12 

to―number our days so we live them 

with wisdom. 

 
 

 
THAT SINKING FEELING 

 
The Sarasota Herald-Tribune 12/12/20 reported a sea 
rescue of two fisherman 50 miles off Bradenton 
whose boat had suddenly decided it was actually a 
submarine. 
 
“After catching red grouper for a few hours, the rear 
of the boat began to submerge...the men tossed the 
fish off the boat and tried to drive forward, but there 
wasn’t enough power to overcome the weight of the 
water... The boat went down in approximately three-
foot swells. 
 
The captain said, “It was a matter of 10 minutes that 
the boat went down. We tried bailing out the water, 
but the bilge pump stopped. Batteries went underwa-
ter, and then I grabbed my PLB.” The acronym is 
commonly used for the portable beacons, which 
transmit distress signals using radio frequencies and 
are often GPS-enabled. 
 
“People need to have” a PLB or 
similar device..” he  said . “If you 
had asked me this morning if I 
needed to have one, I would’ve 
said no. The boat was in perfect 
condition.” 

SIMPLY SCHOCKING 
Batteries Matter 

 
If it has been a while since you were out on the water, 
you need to be sure the juice is there to get you going and 
get you back. 
 
Dual Batteries 
Starting batteries deliver high amperage for quick engine 
starts but do not tolerate being used to power equipment. 
Deep-cycle batteries can be drawn down without damage 
to power equipment but may not provide enough amper-
age in a burst to start the engine. Dual-purpose batteries 
offer the ability to provide a lot of amperage in a burst for 
engine starting, but they do not provide equivalent perfor-
mance to a deep-cycle battery for running equipment. 
 
A multiple-battery system’s best attribute may be the 
ability to provide engine starting should one battery short 
out, experience a wiring failure or simply get drained. 
The capability to run electronics, lights and stereos for 
longer periods also proves beneficial. Consider these mul-
ti-battery features whether shopping for a new boat or 
retrofitting your current boat. 
 
Battery Type 
The charging characteristics vary between battery types: 
absorbed glass mat (AGM), flooded cell and gel cell. In-
tegration with engines, chargers and other components is 
easier if all batteries are the same type. 
 
Battery Class 
For most boaters, a pair of dual-purpose batteries serves 
as a good foundation. A starting battery and a deep-cycle 
battery, or bank of batteries, might serve a bass fisher-
man, or other boater with high accessory demands, better. 
 
Battery Capacity 
Ensure sufficient starting amperage by checking your en-
gine's owner's manual for the appropriate capacity. Se-
lecting the deep-cycle battery's — or bank's — size is 
more involved. Basically, you need to add up your antici-
pated amperage draw and assume a period of time you'll 
need that amperage to flow. For details, visit -
boatingmag.com/how-to-choose-right-boat-battery. 
 
Manual Switching 
Manual switches are reliable but require you to remember 
to manually switch between batteries (or banks) in order 
to keep all batteries charged. 
 
Automatic Switching 
Voltage sensitive relays (VSR), and other devices, sense 
when a battery needs a charge and direct charging current 
from the alternator automatically. These can be built into 
the engine or may be a separate component. Such systems 
may simply have "on/off" switches rather than a four-
position manual switch. Make sure a parallel switch to 
join both batteries for emergency starting is incorporated.  
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MARINE NAVIGATION CLASS BEGINS 
Monday, 11 JANUARY 2021 

Marine Navigation is the first course in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation, covering the basics of coastal 
and inland navigation. This course focuses on navigation as it is done on recreational boats today and uses GPS as a 
primary navigation tool while teaching traditional techniques so a student will be able to find his/her way even if the 
GPS fails. This course includes many in-class exercises, developing the student’s skills through hands-on practice.  
Topics include: 
• Charts and their interpretation 
• Navigation aids and how they point to safe water 
• Plotting courses and determining direction and distance 
• The mariner’s compass and converting between True and Magnetic 
• How charts are made and how the different charts are used 
• Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and information they provide, setting up waypoints and routes, staying on a 

GPS route 
• Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into a GPS 
• Monitoring progress and determining position by both GPS and traditional techniques such as bearing and dead 

reckoning 
• The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that one is on course 
 
Classes will begin at 1830 (6:30 PM) and will be held each Monday for approximately 10 weeks.  
The cost of all books and navigation kit (including a plotter, protractor and a divider) is $100.00 for SPSS members 
and $150 for non-members. There are no prerequisite courses needed to take Marine Navigation. 
Sign-up for the class is on our website sarasota-boating.org  
 
If you need information, please call me at (941) 924-5253 or e-mail me at bfaugu5@gmail.com by 6 January 2021. 
Because of the Covid-19 problem, we are capping class size at 6 students with a minimum of 4 students to start.  

No walk-ins—All students must be pre-registered 
1800 (6:00 PM) on Monday, 11 January 2021 

P/C Barry F. August, SN  
 Lt. Michael C. Landis, AP 
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Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron  
2814 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, FL. 34239 

PAN PAN 
FLORIDA - CHARLOTTE HARBOR TO TAMPA BAY – BIG SARASOTA 
PASS: Dredging Operation (Update: December 8, 2020). Cottrell Contracting 
Corporation will be conducting dredging operations in the northwest vicinity of 
Big Sarasota Pass, between Siesta Key and the southern tip of Lido Key. Dredg-
ing operations are scheduled to be conducted twenty-four (24) hours a day seven 
(7) days a week from July 6, 2020 to approximately January 15, 2021. Dredging 
will be performed outside and adjacent to the channel ranging from 500 feet 
Northwest of Daybeacon 13 and varying up to 1,200 feet Northwest of Daybea-
con 8. The dredge and pontoon lines are held in place by cables, which are at-
tached to anchors some distance from the dredge and pontoons. Buoys are at-
tached to the anchors and may be moved as the dredge moves. Approximately 
3,000 feet of 20-inch pipeline is to be used for transportation of material, entering 
on the Southwest end of Lido Key Beach. 
All mariners are requested to exercise extreme caution and remain a safe dis-
tance (at least 500 feet) when approaching, passing, and leaving the dredge and 
related equipment. Mariners are also cautioned to remain a safe distance away 
from the booster, buoys, cables, pipelines, barges, derricks and operating wires 
around the dredge, and submerged lines should be avoided.  
The dredge ROCKBRIDGE can be contacted on VHF channels 13 and 16, prior 
to passing, and approaching the vessel or equipment, and a slow NO WAKE 
speed is requested for transiting vessels. For further information contact Cottrell 
Contracting at (757) 547-9611. (Ref: 43/20) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOCIAL DISTANCING 


