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COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

 
GET TRAINED 

 
I think that we can all agree that 2020 was a difficult year. Difficult not only for us per-
sonally, but for many industries as well. But while many suffered and even shuttered, 
others thrived: cleaning services, delivery services, grocery stores, liquor stores, tele-
health services, tech companies (think Zoom), and boating! Boating was an outdoor 
activity that you could enjoyably do alone or with your family pod. 
 

However, with the increased boating activity came increased risk. A newly released report from the USCG 
comparing 2020 to 2019 showed  
 

•25.1% increase in boating fatalities,  

•26.3% increase in the number of accidents and 

•24.7% increase in non-fatal injuries.  

•Property damage amounted to $62.5 million! 
 

Where boating instruction was known, 77% of deaths occurred on vessels where the operator had not received 
boating safety instruction. 
 
It is our mission to provide that instruction. We, along with the USCG, and several other entities, need to do a 
better job reaching out to boaters and convincing them of the importance of this education. No one would 
think of piling their kids into the backseat of a car, and without any instruction, start driving down I-75. Yet 
they are willing to go out into our busy bay on a boat without any training. About a month ago I was walking 
along the shore by Marina Jack where all the rental boats are docked and I watched horrified, all the people 
piling on the boats, 5, 6, 7, 8 people per boat, and I could only hope that the captain had some boat safety 
training. 
 
We teach eight ABC classes per year, with 15 to 20 people per class. We should be teaching 12 ABC classes 
per year, but we need more instructors to do so. Additionally, very few of our students are high school age, 
and our current curriculum is not geared to that age group. Yet they are on the water in small boats and per-
sonal watercraft. If you are an experienced high school teacher, we could use your help in developing a boat 
safety course for that age group. You might be helping us to save lives. 
 
As Charles Darwin said, It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent. It is the 
one that is most adaptable to change.  
 
                                        Commander Barbara, P 
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AUGUST—SEPTEMBER CALENDAR/
CLASSES 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Christopher & Trudi Muller have joined along 

with Jennifer. Chris is in IT and Trudi is in ac-

counting & finance. They are experienced boat-

ers looking for more training and to buy a boat. 

They hail from Kentucky. 

 

John & Susan McKinley are from Ohio. John 

was a product manager in healthcare. 

 

Mary Lynn Jahnke is from Minnesota where 

she was a lawyer as well as a message therapist. 

 

Troy Turner is an RN presently studying to get 

certified as a nurse practitioner. He plays gui-

tar, paints and plays pickleball. 

 

Bill Woodbury is a Michigan attorney and 

joined with his spouse Jody. They currently re-

side in Bradenton. 

 

Stephen Rushton is a Professor of Education at 

USF and owns a 43’ Vista on which he lives 

with fiancé and a 2 year old Golden Retriever. 

 

Ryan Stevens and Megan Frayer are from Ala-

bama where both were IT Specialists. They 

currently reside in Bradenton. 

 

Russell & Laura Clayton are from Ohio. They 

own a Seadoo and have a Tritoon on order. 

When not on the water, Russell is into motorcy-

cles. 

 

Frank Frederick & Kristen Sidwell are Floridi-

ans looking to take boating courses. Frank likes 

to shoot clays, kayak and fish. 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Ned Boston was in health insurance as a senior 
VP. He enjoys amateur radio, photography & 
camping. 
 
Jory Berkwits joined with Kandy Donnely. Jody 
was in the investment industry and enjoys fishing 
and golf. He owns a 28’ power boat known as the 
Abigael Rose. 
 
Bruce Lubersky is an engineer from Texas and 
owns a 28’ Grady White. He is looking to join our 
vessel safety check program and to do some fish-
ing. 
 
 
 
 

Unofficial new  
membership count 

for the year has 
reached 72!! 
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See us on: 
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 I hope everyone has had a wonderful and relaxing 
summer. September will bring us back together fi-
nally.  Lunches will start September 9th; Game 
Night starts September 17th, Cruise to Eats’ are be-
ing organized and kayak trips will also start  
 
I’m afraid we have once again experienced red tide 
in our waters and many fish have been killed again. 
 
This harmful algal bloom results in large concentra-

tions of aquatic microorganisms.  Also, terrestrial runoff containing fer-
tilizer, sewage and livestock wastes transports abundant nutrients to the 
seawater and stimulates bloom events. 
 
This toxic algal bloom has plagued Tampa Bay and St. Petersburg’s 
shores and could stick around.  I was driving to the Tampa Airport and 
while driving on 275 through St Petersburg the odors were awful. Work-
ers in St. Petersburg have picked up 477 tons of dead marine life in the 
recent weeks. More than 600 tons of dead fish were picked up across 
Pinellas County.  There’s no sign it’s coming to an end soon. 
 
While visiting Siesta Key’s, Point of Rocks area last week several types 
of dead fish were noted on the beach. There was an awful smell, as well 
as visitors coughing.  The question is why can’t Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission do anything about it?  So far the ICW has 
not seen evidence of fish kill to my knowledge. 
 
There are many questions whether red tide is connected to the Piney 
Point disaster. There are scientists stating that it doesn’t take too much to 
put two and two together.  Dead fish showed up two months after 215 
million gallons of wastewater were pumped into the estuary from the site 
of the plant.  USF chemical oceanography professor says we don’t have 
enough data to support a direct cause and effect relationship.  The warm 
temperatures have heated up the waters, so providing a good environ-
ment for algal growth.  Nutrients found in the wastewater from Piney 
Point could feed the red tide blooms. 
 
Please get ready for all the events starting in September. I look forward 
to seeing everyone. 
 
 
                      Ltc Roxanne E Fox, S 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 
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           Chaplain’s Corner      

 
...Watch over all Policemen and Law 

enforcement Officers. Protect them from 
harm in the performance of their duty to stop crime 
and violence. We Pray, help them keep our waters, 
streets and homes safe day and night. We recom-
mend them to Your loving care because their 
duty is dangerous in the cause of freedom and jus-
tice.       
                 Chaplain’s Manual 

LIKE FREDDIE KRUEGER, RED 
TIDE RETURNS 

 

 Red tide is spreading to more beaches in Sarasota 
County, the health department is reporting. 
 After analyzing Monday’s beach water samples, the 
Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County says 
elevated levels of red tide have been detected at Long-
boat Key, Bird Key Park/Ringling Causeway, North 
Lido, Lido Casino, South Lido, Siesta Key, Turtle 
Beach, Nokomis Beach, North Jetty, Venice Beach, Ser-
vice Club, Venice Fishing Pier, Brohard Park, Casper-
sen, Manasota Key and Blind Pass. 
 Signs have been posted at beaches advising the public 
that red tide is present. 
 Some people may have mild and short-lived respirato-
ry symptoms such as eye, nose and throat irritation like 
those associated with the common cold or seasonal si-
nus allergies. Some individuals with existing breathing 
problems such as asthma might experience more severe 
effects. 
 Usually symptoms go away when a person leaves the 
beach or goes indoors. Health officials recommend that 
people who are sensitive to red tide or experiencing 
symptoms avoid the beach or go into an air conditioned 
space. If symptoms do not subside, contact your health 
care provider for evaluation. 
 The department makes the following recommenda-
tions: 
• Do not swim around dead fish. 
• If you have chronic respiratory problems, consider 

staying away from the beach as red tide can affect 
your breathing. 

• Do not harvest or eat molluscan shellfish and dis-
tressed or dead fish. If fish are healthy, rinse fillets 
with tap or bottled water and throw out the guts. 

• Keep pets and livestock away from the water. and 
dead sea life. 

                                                                                        
Residents living in beach areas who experience res-
piratory symptoms are advised to close windows 
and run the air conditioner (making sure that the 
A/C filter is maintained according to manufactur-
er’s specifications). 

WHY SO MANY BOATING ACCIDENTS? 

 
Boating Magazine lists the following primary caus-
es of boating mishaps: 
 
RUNNING OUT OF GAS: Maybe you miscalcu-
lated your bearing and burned up too much fuel 
finding your way, or you fished or cruised longer 
than you intended. Perhaps you skirted unexpected 
storms or ran offshore to avoid them. Or maybe 
you just plain forgot to gas up. Calculate how 
much fuel you need, and then add a generous cush-
ion. “If I’m going 25 miles offshore to fish,” 
Vance ( Editor of Boating in 2017) says, “I figure 
15 gallons out, 15 gallons to fish and 15 gallons 
back. Then I add 5-10 gallons (about 10-20 per-
cent) for a safety margin.” Your mileage may vary, 
so be even more conservative until you get to 
know your boat. 
 
 RUNNING AGROUND: Sometimes entertaining, 
often embarrassing, occasionally truly dangerous 
— that’s grounding. Stay sober, slow down, keep 
watch and keep afloat. In the water but stuck on a 
bar, you’ll likely be eager to yank the boat off the 
rocks and end the humiliating drama. First, make 
sure a cracked hull is not flooding the bilge. Red-
faced or not, Vance says, “It’s better to be safely 
aground than sinking!”  
 
FALLING OVERBOARD: An overboard tumble 
can likewise be mainly embarrassing — unless you 
knock yourself out on the way over. You don’t nat-
urally float face up, so be sure to wear a life jacket 
that will turn you over.  Continued on next Page 
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Continued from prior page. 
 
Wear the emergency cut-off-switch lanyard, or its 
modern, electronic replacement, which kills the 
motor if anyone wearing a sender falls over. 
 
SINKING: What sinks boats? Laugh if you want, 
but most often it’s a hole in the boat, often one 
intentionally made for a through-hull fitting. Plas-
tic fittings do crack if overtightened, and then may 
not actually leak until long after that happens. 
Test wiggle through-hulls for a clue, and get in 
the habit of checking the bilge for water. A small 
selection of wooden bungs for quick-plugging 
holes, including through-hulls. (Ed. Note: these 
plugs kept your editor and his host dry one sunny 
afternoon.) 
 
CATCHING FIRE: Boat fires are increasingly 
rare, thanks to spark-protected mechanical sys-
tems and double-clamped fuel lines. Still, it pays 
to be safe. Always sniff the bilge for fuel fumes. 
Look for obvious fuel spills or leaks, or a rainbow
-hued slick on bilge water. And never start a ma-
rine engine without running the bilge blower for 
at least five minutes. Make sure you have fire ex-
tinguishers aboard, rated for fuel or electrical 
fires, and that they’re still charged. Have them 
inspected or replace them if in doubt. 
 
BREAKING DOWN: The U.S. Coast Guard says 
serious accidents often reflect mechanical failure 
and that can easily stem from electrical troubles. 
A faulty battery won’t start a boat motor. Boat 
lights won’t work either, so if it’s nighttime, 
you’re stranded and practically invisible. Many 
boats now have absorbed-glass mat batteries, re-
quiring no maintenance and threatening no leak-
age or battery-acid boil-off. But if you have a 
flooded-cell battery, check it regularly — say, 
every weekend — for proper fluid level, adding 
only distilled water if needed. Watch gauges for 
battery voltage; it should be no less than 12 volts. 
Carry a backup flashlight to use as a signal, and of 
course, make sure your safety kit includes flares.  
 
SPEEDING: A chief cause of boating accidents is 
not matching speed to conditions or setting. At 
night you can’t always trust your senses to deter-
mine a clear path. In fog, this can be deadly. Even 
in good conditions, a slight miscalculation, espe-
cially of the relative speed of several boats, can 
ruin a nice cruise. 

LACKING PROPER SAFETY GEAR: Too many 
boaters neglect the safety equipment that’s on (or 
should be on) their boat. Or worse yet, on them-
selves. Wear your life jacket. The U.S. Coast Guard 
says about half of drowning fatalities involve boat-
ers without life jackets. 
 
A life jacket only really helps if it’s the right kind, 
the right size and handy — ideally on you before 
you need it.  
 
Wear a life jacket always, but at the very least keep 
it handy, and put it on in rough weather, during 
night passages and in cold weather. Stay alive. 
 
Don’t leave port without working flares, lights or 
horn, and backup propulsion such as a canoe pad-
dle. Anchors are overlooked safety items too; 
they’re first line of defense in a breakdown or 
storm. Be sure. Get a Vessel Safety Check from 
SPSS. 
 
IGNORING WEATHER: Get it on your VHF radio 
or on your cell phone. Check before departure and 
while cruising. You know that keeping a piloting 
lookout is important; keep a weather lookout too, 
and don’t leave port if conditions are questionable.  
 
FAILING TO MAINTAIN A LOOKOUT: “I did-
n’t see them coming” is the too-oft explanation for 
a crash. Well, see them coming, by maintaining a 
lookout whether underway or at anchor. 
 
STAY SOBER: Alcohol slows reflexes and clouds 
judgment. Both can lead to an accident. Why 
chance it? 
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THE KAYAKING KORNER 

  

Dona Bay & Shackett Creek 
 
About a month before scheduling our second outing for the year, Ed Fisch 
checked the tides so we 
would have high tide as 
there are some low areas and 
potentially exposed oyster 
bars on the planned route. 
Due to many of our mem-
bers heading north for the 
summer, only four partici-
pated in the June 12 trip.  
 
The weather was perfect – 

low humidity, overcast skies, and virtually no wind. 
We launched from the North Jetty in Venice, then 
paddled across the ICW into Dona Bay. After about 
½ mile, we crossed under the Hwy 41 bridge and 
proceeded north into Shackett Creek. We turned 
around short of the Laurel Road bridge, and re-
turned to the launch site – about 3.5 miles overall.  
 

We saw several different species of birds and the newly renovated Snake Island. 
Afterwards, we had lunch at Pop’s Sunset Grill, sitting in the tiki hut and watch-
ing the boat traffic passing by in the Intercoastal. The group consensus was that 
this was a favorite route with perfect paddle condition 
 
 

Ed Fisch – edcar2@aol.com 
Joe Andrade – joeandrade19@comcast.com 

Tim Ryan – 49timryan@gmail.com 

Join us to kayak Bayfront Park- Longboat Key on  
September 18. See the flyer attached.  

mailto:edcar2@aol.com
mailto:joeandrade19@comcast.com
mailto:49timryan@gmail.com


www.usps.org Page  8 

United States Power Squadrons© 

 NATIONAL CORNER DISTRICT CORNER 

  From D22 Spring Counsel minutes’ District 
Commander’s report: 

 
“ The first item discussed was Involvement of New 
Members. Why join unless we offer something 
they want. Classes are the main thing they want 
but we have and need other things to get them in-
terested. One club has a Corporate membership 
with a boating club that allows them to use these 
rentals as a reward for finishing at least two classes 
and for merit marks earned.  
 
A fishing club was started in conjunction with the 
boating club and they got several more people out 
for that. “ 
 
[Ed. Note: both references are to Sarasota Power 
& Sail Squadron, America’s Boating Club of  
Sarasota] 

2021 Raleigh Fall Governing Board — But Wait, There's More... 

Raleigh Governing Board Hotel and Event information is now available. A wide array of events — on 
land and, yes, on the water — await you! Visit the website, browse the complete lineup scheduled, 
and sign up. Don't overlook these key events: the Keynote Breakfast featuring Kevin Duffus, ac-
claimed researcher, author, and filmmaker, and sign up with your friends to enjoy dinner and solve a 
hilarious crime at the Murder Mystery Dinner Theater. See you in Raleigh!   Email:  R/C Arlene An-
derson, Chairman NMC 
Read more:  https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=40 

PORT CAPTAIN: NEWS YOU CAN USE 

      It has been suggested that we get afternoon storms. You’re kidding of course. Afternoon storms? You can almost 
set your watch by them. Learn that we get afternoon storms. Go out in the morning.  
If you go out in the afternoon always have in mind which restaurant you’d like to hang out in during the storms. 

  
Lightening is NOT fun.  
 
We got lucky again as Elsa ran past us. I believe the only reason it did not blow us away is be-
cause I did the work at home to get ready.  
 Covered, tied down two boats. Put two sets of outdoor furniture inside. All plants and pots in-
side. Mowers inside. Put away hundreds of hanging things from the yard. (my wife’s stuff). 

Took two whole days to get ready, now three weeks to get it all back out. 
 
We were lucky!    Stay safe.  
 
                            Lt Andre Spalvins, AP 

https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=40
mailto:arlene.anderson47@yahoo.com
mailto:arlene.anderson47@yahoo.com
https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=40
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HOOK, LINE & STINKERS 
THE ABC FISHING GROUP 

 
 Begun in the worst of the pandemic, our America’s Boating Club of Sara-
sota fishing club, The Hook, Line and Stinkers, has grown steadily to over 
30 members. Whether doing things as a group or getting together in smaller 
HL&S couples and pick up groups, if members want to go fishing, there is 
bound to be other HL&S members ready to join in. This is just a sampling of 
the photo memories they have shared.  

 
 



www.usps.org Page  10 

United States Power Squadrons© 

 

By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you 
buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than go-
ing to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s real-
ly the same website, but when you buy through Ama-
zonSmile you are automatically making a charitable 
donation. Once you’re on the AmazonSmile page you’ll 
see the word Supporting in the upper left. It is there that 
you have to enter our name. Since nearly a million 
charities participate it’s important that you choose us. 
Therefore, enter united states power squadron Sarasota. 
Adding Sarasota is very important, because many, 
many, many other Squadrons already participate. In a 
fraction of a second we will pop up and all you have to 
do is hit the Select button and from then on whenever 
you go to AmazonSmile and purchase something, we 
get a little something too! The important thing to re-
member going forward is to shop through the Ama-
zonSmile.com website and not just Amazon.  
 
  
 
 

 

                                     

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

$$$$$$ 

IF THE HOOKS AREN’T WORKING OR 
THE BAITS NOT RIGHT, HOOK LINE & 
STINKERS TRAINS WITH NETS 
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PAN PAN 
  

FLORIDA – GULF OF MEXICO - TAMPA BAY AND ST. JOSEPH SOUND: Demoli-
tion and reconstruction of Egmont Channel Range Lights. 
 Call Associates and Underwater Mechanix are completing fabrication 
of the Egmont RFL and RRL Range Towers (LLNR’s 1380 and 1375). 
Transport of the new ATON structures to the Gulf of Mexico sites is 
planned to occur on Thursday July 22, 2021, and installation is sched-
uled to proceed into early September. Work will proceed from a 
150x50 foot spud barge, push boat Ironspike, and a 25-foot support 
boat UMX1. The barge will support a MANITOWOC 888 – 150 ton crawler crane. The ves-
sels will monitor VHF channels 9 and 16 and request reduced speeds for vessels transiting 
Egmont Channel. Vessels may remain on-site 24 hours/day or may be removed during ad-
verse sea conditions. Vessels will maintain required lighting at night. Structures remaining in 
the water will be fitted with a white flashing all-around light with a 2-second interval.  
 
FLORIDA—SARASOTA –BIG PASSThe U.S. Coast Guard has received reports of shoaling 
in the vicinity of private aids Big Sarasota Pass Daybeacon 11A (LLNR 21510.5), and Big 
Sarasota Pass Daybeacon 13 (LLNR 21515). Shoaling in this area is known to vary in severi-
ty and shift throughout the year. Mariners are advised to proceed with extreme caution and 
remain a safe distance from Daybeacons 11A and 13 due to surrounding shoal and reduced 
water depth. 

 
 
 

Coast Guard Words of Wisdom 

 

 
 
Huh? What? Keep a Proper Lookout - Neglecting this practice is 
among the top-five factors contributing to boating accidents. Peek at 
your smartphone, even at low speed, and your boat may take its own 
course — and imperil a swimmer, other boater, or your own craft and 
crew. Look out! 
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2021 Fall Conference 
 

Friday, October 8, 2021: 
 

am - Squadron Officer Meeting   /    pm - District Council Meeting 
 

Enjoy a fun evening with Dinner followed by 
 Cahoots playing a blend of 
 classic rock, blues, and tunes from the 60s and 70s! 

 
Saturday, October 9, 2021: 
               

Roundtables  -  Luncheon  -  District Conference Meeting 
 

????  Chinese Raffle  ???? 
…… Chair needed!!!  - contact Myles Gee or Sandy Krupa for info ……… 

 

     
        

 

 
 

Hotel Rates:  
 

Four Points Sheraton –$109.00 - 941-637-6770 

                                     - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Springhill Suites by Marriott - $99.00 – 941-347-4224 
 

 Watch your email for details as they are set! 



   Page  15 https://sarasota-boating.org/ 

Sarasota Power  and Sail Squadron 



www.usps.org Page  16 

United States Power Squadrons© 



   Page  17 https://sarasota-boating.org/ 

Sarasota Power  and Sail Squadron 



www.usps.org Page  18 

United States Power Squadrons© 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on following page 
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Continued from Preceding Page 
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THE END 
SARASOTA SOUTH WIND 

 
Game & Potluck Night 

 at 
 The Squadron Building 

2814 Hyde Park St., Sarasota 

 
Let’s play Hand and Foot, Mexican Train, Dominos, 
or Canasta, or you can bring another game of your 
liking! 
 
Games begin at 4:30 P.M. 
 Potluck dinner begins at 6:30 P.M. 

 
Bring your favorite beverage  

and a dish to share. 
 

Email Roxanne Fox to coordinate dishes  
Rfox627703@aol.com 

 

mailto:Rfox627703@aol.com

