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THANKSGIVING FEAST  
 

 During and after times of great stress, over the millennia, people have gathered to celebrate what they have or what 
they survived. Celebrations have traditionally included a great feast, an open hearth, and a grateful community which 
has allowed them to come together, often with song and stories, to thank all those forces as well as the source of their 
being for the bounties they share, even if they be little. 
 We share a founding story as often told by Pilgrim chronicler Edward Winslow, who wrote in 1621: 
“Our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special manner rejoice 
together, after we had gathered the fruits of our labors; they four in one day killed as much fowl, as with a little help 
beside, served the Company almost a week, at which time amongst other Recreations, we exercised our Arms, many of 
the Indians coming amongst us, and amongst the rest their greatest king Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for 
three days we entertained and feasted, and they went out and killed five Deer, which they brought to the Plantation and 
bestowed on our Governor, and upon the Captain and others. And although it be not always so plentiful, as it was at 
this time with us, yet by the goodness of God, we are so far from want, that we often wish you partakers of our plenty." 
Massasoit was Chief of the Wampanoag, the fledgling colony’s Native American allies.  
 Historians have suggested that many of the dishes were likely prepared using traditional Native American spices and 
cooking methods. Because the Pilgrims had no oven and the Mayflower’s sugar supply had dwindled by the fall of 
1621, the meal did not feature pies, cakes or other desserts, which have become a hallmark of contemporary celebra-
tions. 
 Some Native Americans and many others take issue with how the Thanksgiving story is presented to the American 
public, and especially to schoolchildren. In their view, the traditional narrative paints a deceptively sunny portrait of 
relations between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag people, masking the long and bloody history of conflict between 
Native Americans and European settlers. Others suggest that the first American Thanksgiving actually occurred in 
Florida: “historians have recorded other ceremonies of thanks among European settlers in North America that predate 
the Pilgrims’ celebration. In 1565, for instance, the Spanish explorer Pedro Menéndez de Avilé invited members of the 
local Timucua tribe to a dinner in St. Augustine, Florida, after holding a mass to thank God for his crew’s safe arri-
val.” (History.com) 
 But there can be no doubt that, but for the aid of Native Americans, many colonists would have faced starvation and 
even total failure. So, we gather on Thanksgiving Day in recognition of all that came before us and led us to this great 
Sarasota community and permits us to look forward to a new season of ever more togetherness with our Squadron  
family.                                                                                                                           
                                                   Ed. 



www.usps.org Page  2 

United States Power Squadrons© 

SARASOTA POWER & SAIL SQUADRON NEWSLETTER 

                                                        For Sail and Power Boating for 68 Years             www.sarasota-boating.org    
VOLUME LXVII ISSUE 11         A Unit of the United States Power Squadrons® and District 22                        November 2021 

 

OCT/NOV CALENDAR - CLASSES 

                      
SPSS THURSDAY LUNCHEONS 

 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
                                                                             

                                 
Squadron luncheons are 
scheduled to return to 

Marina Jack on  
December 2. 11:30AM! 

 
              
                                     
                                         

 

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 
 

COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

Hi Everyone,  
 Happy Halloween! Remember how 
much fun it was to come home with 
your bag full of candy, throw it on 
the kitchen table and pick through it, 
looking for your favorites. No wor-
ries about calories, or high blood 

sugar. You’d still have your homemade costume on 
and Dad was snapping pictures while grabbing a few 
sweets for himself. What pleasant memories. It didn’t 
seem that we had any worries like climate change go-
ing on then. But thinking harder I do recall practicing 
what to do in the event of a nuclear attack—as if any-
thing would have helped! And, if you’re as old as I am 
(and I know that some of you are) we worried about 
getting polio: but a vaccine saved us then as well.  
 But it’s nearly 2022. Who was it that said, “if I’d 
known that I was going to live this long I would have 
taken better care of myself.” I googled it. It was Mick-
ey Mantle. I would have guessed Yogi Berra!  
 Our Thanksgiving luncheon Feast on November 20, 
with wonderful entertainment, is just three weeks 
away. It’s going to be outdoors, so set your COVID 
worries aside for a few hours (besides most of you are 
vaccinated already, many, I know, have already gotten 
their booster shots) and join your friends at the Squad-
ron for a good meal and some really good fun. 
 While we didn’t have a lot of things going on this 
year, we “didn’t do nothin!” Over 30 families availed 
themselves of our Back OnBoard! program—imagine 
free boats to use! And 34 members went out once or 
twice with our Jump Start instructors to get a good ba-
sis of on-the-water training—also free. This Fall we’ve 
run a full slate of in-person classes, while our bulging 
ABC class continued using Zoom. And would you be-
lieve that we got 110 new members so far this year!! 
Thank you to all of you. We appreciate you and want 
to be the best boating club that we can be. 
          Commander Barbara Wolfe, P 

 

THANKSGIVING FEAST 
Nov 20, 2021 11AM – 2PM 

TURTLE BEACH PAVILLION 
 

…with a special entertainment 
Surprise as a gift to the squadron 

from the WOLFE’S 
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See us on: 

 

 

SOUTH WIND 
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SARASOTA POWER & SAIL 
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 Sarasota, FL 34239-3227 
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Next Deadline: 
15 NOVEMBER 2021 

Send photos and articles to: 
D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S at 

rlsouthwind@gmail.com 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER’S  

   

As we head into the Fall season when the am-
bient temperature and humidity become more 
to our liking for on-the-water boating activi-
ties, here is a simple trick to develop easy and 
accurate directions to fellow boaters to help 
them find their way to your favorite Grill/Bar 
or destination you want them to find. 

 
1: Open a nautical chart on which your favorite Grill/Bar is 
located. 
2: Identify a specific object or marker buoy that is shown 
on the chart, directly offshore from your Grill/Bar. The 
closer, the better. 
3: Using a hand compass, note the magnetic heading from 
the chosen object or marker buoy on the chart directly to 
your Grill/Bar. 
4: Write a brief description of your Grill/Bar that includes 
at least one identifying feature. 
5: Save this description to supply simple directions to other 
boaters who may be coming to your favorite Grill/Bar. 
 
Here is an example of how your directions should read: 
 
From marker #93 on the north side of Two Tree Island, fol-
low a magnetic compass heading of 47 degrees, and this 
heading will take you directly to our Grill/Bar which has 
red trim. 
 
With these directions, a first-time visitor can boat to an 
easily recognizable spot on their chart or GPS, then turn 
onto the magnetic heading provided, to end up at the de-
sired location. 
 
This procedure comes with added benefits. It gives boaters 
an additional good reason to carry a compass on their boat, 
and it can also help you find your favorite destination at 
night or in a fog. 
 
            
                                        Lt/C Howard Noble JN 
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IS THERE A JUMP START  
IN YOUR FUTURE? 

 
 

INSTRUCTOR: Andre Spalvins 
 
TRAINEES: 
 

Erich Hoermle 
 

& 
 

Carol Hoermle 
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KAYAKING KORNER 
 

Saturday, October 16, 2021 
Casey Key to South Creek 

 
On Saturday, October 16, 2021, four squadron 
members launched from the ramp at Casey Key 
Fish House. While the number of paddlers was 
lower than anticipated, the excellent weather more 
than compensated for the turnout, with smooth wa-
ter and little wind. The group headed south in the 
ICW to the South Creek entrance, then easterly into 
South Creek to the kayak launch ramp at Oscar 
Sherer State Park. After a short stop, the paddlers 
returned to the Casey Key Fish House. In all, the 
paddle was little over four miles.  
 
New to the group was Vicki Naugler, who is a sea-
sonal resident from Pennsylvania. All were im-
pressed with Tom Perry’s recently acquired Hobie 
Mirage Lynx, which is a 11’ peddle sit on top kay-
ak. (see type below)                 Tim Ryan 
 

(L to R – Tim Ryan, Ed Fisch, Tom Perry & Vicki 
Naugler) 

 
Kayakers then met up with a gang of members 
gathering at the first Cruise & Rendezvous at Casey 
Key Fish House. What a scene!! 

See More On  
Following Page 
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More From Casey Key Cruise & Rendezvous 
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           Chaplain’s Corner      

 

     These good Squadron volunteers have cho-
sen not to be useless.  They have volunteered their 
time and talents.  We thank You Lord for their pre-
cious gifts of service.  We pray that You would keep 
them steadfast in their volunteer work; that it will 
continue to be a blessing to others and to those who 
volunteer.  Help us so to live so as to add more joy to 
the world 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Jeff & Jodi Harris join us from Bradenton by way 

of Indiana. Jeff is in real estate & enjoys golf. 

 

Philip Rosenbaum hails from Texas and is a High 

Tech person into flying and fishing. 

 

Joy Mayer is from Missouri and is Director of 

Trusting News, a non-profit journalism training & 

research program.   

 

Tammy Mendenhall lives in Sarasota and comes to 

us through our website as does her partner, Stefan 

Campbell, who is just a year into boating. Welcome 

Aboard. 

 

Capt. Robert Blettner has a 32 foot power boat 

named “Fly Bye” and is in commercial real estate. 

 

Lloyd & Sally Sammons are sailors from Sarasota. 

 

Deneen Reed has transferred in from Cyber mem-

bership and has the rank of S. 

 

Carole & Lt Neil Phillips have transferred in from 

District 3. Neil has the rank of JN. 

 

Nancy Brandenburg & Shane Van Meter, along 

with William Brandenburg are soon expecting arri-

val of their 24 foot Sea Hunt power boat. 

 

Francis Murphy has a 38 Pearson sailboat known as 

“Maiden USA II”. Since “prof” is part of his email 

address, may be a Prof. 

 

Joseph & Janice Reiser are from Longboat Key via 

Pennsylvania 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
Phil & Patty Miner are a physician & a nurse 
originally from Illinois. They are members of 
Freedom Boat Club. 
 
James & Charlotte Humphrey are previously 
from Tennessee. Charlotte is a working RN as 
well as a realtor. She is in to power boating, bik-
ing, golf & needlework. James is a retired build-
er. 
 
P/Lt/C William Stuart, JN, is transferring in 
from Rockville Sail & Power Squadron. 
 
Ralph Hagerman from Ohio now lives in Os-
prey is interested in running and fishing (or, 
perhaps, fishing when the fish are doing the 
running.) 
 
 

WALSHAW’S NEW BOAT 
WOW! 
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 NATIONAL CORNER DISTRICT CORNER 

 
Watch New Season Five Videos All Month Long 
 
America's Boating Channel is now premiering a 
new video title from Season Five every Friday af-
ternoon throughout the Fall 2021 boating season.  
 
Don't miss out on our best boating safety and boat-
er education videos to date. Subscribe today for 
free to America's Boating Channel on YouTube or 
visit AmericasBoatingChannel.com. 

 
CHECK OUT THE SPRING CONFERENCE 

& 
CHANGE OF WATCH 

 
APRIL 1 & 2, 2022 

 
See Flyer Page 14 

 
 

FROM NINE STORIES FROM SPSS 
VINNIE’S TALE 

By Chris Messenger, edited by R. Wolfe 

 

What you are about to hear is the whole truth and nothing but the truth.  
About 2 yrs. ago, 2 friends agreed to help another friend bring a boat up to the Blackburn Point Marina from 
Cape Coral.  Let’s call them Chris, Tony and Vinnie.   
 
Vinnie had just purchased a 2007 25’ Fun Deck equipped with a 225 Mercury outboard and wanted to dock it 
at Blackburn Point. The three seamen drove down to Cape Coral to check out Vinnie’s wonderful “hell of a 
deal” boat, (Vinnie’s words, not ours!).  The boat was on a lift on one of the many Cape Coral canals.  First 
impression was “You got to be kidding me!”  We are going to drive that thing to Sarasota?  The boat had sat 
in a boat shed for the past 4 yrs. and definitely looked it.  The yacht was nasty: dull hull, dirty torn cushions, 
looked like it hadn’t seen a soap sud in at least 4 yrs.  Anyway, Vinnie was proud of his new possession and 
very eager to get underway.  
 
We got the engine started after several tries, smoking and sputtering like it is on its last piston.  Vinnie said, 
“the seller told me he just serviced the engine. It’s just cold: it will be okay.” Chris asked Vinnie, “You 
brought a hand held marine radio and a hand held GPS right Vinnie?”  “Sure Chris, it’s right here.” Of course 
what Vinnie fails to say is that the batteries are dead in the radio and in the GPS.  Not to be dismayed, after 
all, Chris and Tony are experienced boaters and are both certified Coxswains in the Coast Guard Auxiliary!  
While Vinnie is a veteran stay at the dock houseboat captain, “We don’t need a radio and we sure as hell don’t 
need a GPS.”  So as we are sputtering down the canal, Chris just mentions casually, “Vinnie does this thing 
carry life jackets?” “Sure Chris, they are in that locker over there.”  Chris glances over at Tony. Tony gets up 
and starts checking all the lockers. No life jackets.  Okay, no radio, no GPS, no life jackets. Hell, it is a short 
ride who needs that stuff anyway.   
 
We start off. Chris for some reason is asked to dock the boat at the first marina we see, so we can fill up the 
gas tank.  As Chris is approaching the gas dock, the boat dies, after several frantic tries, Chris manages to get 
it started again.  Chris attempts to take the gas cap off. The gas cap disintegrates in his hand.  “No problem, 
that’s what we have duct tape for” says Vinnie.  So we fill the boat up, Vinnie liberally applies the duct tape 
and out into the intra-coastal we go.  
 
We are approaching the beaches and waterfront hotels when Chris notices a solid white wall of fog moving in.  
“Hmmm, not looking good” says Chris.  Tony says, “hell Chris, I can read a chart and we do have a com-
pass”. What are we worried about?  Chris then remembers you can use your cell phone as a GPS, not bad!  
Oops, no one brought a cell phone; dang, not looking good.  Tony gives Vinnie a course to steer, Chris is 
alongside Vinnie trying to spot channel markers, and we know we need to find 1, then 2, then 3 and we are 
home free!  Chris is glancing at the side view of the compass, it never seems to leave 76 degrees. That’s odd.  
In the meantime, it is really getting foggy.                    Continued on Page 9 
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VINNIE’S TALE, PART 2 
 
In due time we find a marker #1. “See, nothing to it Chris, told you I can read a chart!” proudly exclaims To-
ny. Chris nervously glances at Vinnie’s compass, it is still reading 76 degrees. Chris knows we made a course 
change: strange.  About 30 mins later Chris finds Marker #2 and everyone is happy.  
  
Then Chris looks at the Chart. Marker #2 is supposed to be on the other side of the causeway and yet we did 
not go under a causeway.  Tony asks Vinnie what course were you following? “The course you gave me Mr. 
Coast Guard Coxswain!” says Vinnie.   All three then look at the compass, it is bone dry: no fluid in it. Dang 
that thing wasn’t working either. They cannot see 10’ in front of them and they realize they are lost.   
 
They hear a boat engine off in the distance. “Steer toward that noise!” yells Tony.  No use: you guessed it. 
The engine dies yet again.  A few minutes later they get it started.  But which way to go. “I think the noise 
was over in that direction,” says Chris.  Onward! We are, after all, qualified coxswains. We can handle any 
situation.  Never did find the other boat. But the sea was with us and we did come up on a Marker labeled S/
C. Ummh, darn it, we are headed to Key West!!!  This bargain yacht is now idling along, and the three pros 
are listening for anything.  
 
Eventually Chris makes out the tops of hotels in the distance “Go that way,” he shouts! The three come upon a 
para sailor in the water who is waiting for the fog to clear. “Which way to the intra-coastal?” He tells us just 
follow a course of 225 degrees, no problem.  Then the three pros explained they have no compass.  The para-
sailer just shakes his head and points them in the direction of the shoreline.  Eventually, the three pros make it 
back to the shoreline and follow it back to the intra-coastal.  The three made it back to their starting point, a 
tad shaken, but safe.   
 
They were on the water for 4 hours and never left the bay! 
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HOOK, LINE & STINKERS 
SARASOTA’S FISHING GROUP 

 
 
  

OK, So the Stinkers claim 
this really isn’t them...But it 

coulda been! 
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By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you 
buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than go-
ing to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s real-
ly the same website, but when you buy through Ama-
zonSmile you are automatically making a charitable 
donation. Once you’re on the AmazonSmile page you’ll 
see the word Supporting in the upper left. It is there that 
you have to enter our name. Since nearly a million 
charities participate it’s important that you choose us. 
Therefore, enter united states power squadron Sarasota. 
Adding Sarasota is very important, because many, 
many, many other Squadrons already participate. In a 
fraction of a second we will pop up and all you have to 
do is hit the Select button and from then on whenever 
you go to AmazonSmile and purchase something, we 
get a little something too! The important thing to re-
member going forward is to shop through the Ama-
zonSmile.com website and not just Amazon.  
 
  
 
 

 

                                     

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

$$$$$$ 

SCRUFFY PIRATES 
 
If you thought pirates kept up such unkempt ap-
pearances because they just didn’t care, you’d be 
partially correct. But the biggest reason? Cutting 
hair, beards and even nails were considered bad 
luck. Pirates were avoiding the wrath of Neptune, 
God of the sea who considered these locks and 
clippings an offering to Proserpine, the Roman 
Goddess of the Underworld. How dare anybody 
make offerings to somebody else on his watch! 
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PAN PAN 
 

SQUADRON’S COOPERATIVE CHARTING  
PROGRAM 

 
One of our on the water groups  

Captain Kevin Shea  
Jose Garnham  

Lew Wrenn 
Romulus “Romi” Barr 

Ned Boston 
Tony Dolejs 
Tim Ryan  
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DINING AND DANCING “UNDER THE STARS” 
NOV. 6, - SATURDAY 

 

AMAZING SEAFOOD BUFFET (and entree for non-fish lovers!) 
 

R.S.V.P. by Wednesday – Sept. 15! 
We need 45+ guests and the entire restaurant will be ours to enjoy! 
 
   

 
 

Send your reservation commitment to:  
patandmikeschmidt@gmail.com   OR   Call 612-987-2125 

 

Let the fun begin!! 
P.S. The entire evening will be held outdoors. 
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Continued on following page 



   Page  19 https://sarasota-boating.org/ 

Sarasota Power  and Sail Squadron 

Continued from Preceding Page 
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THE END 
SARASOTA SOUTH WIND 

 


