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OCT./NOV. CALENDAR - CLASSES 

                      

 
SPSS THURSDAY LUNCHEONS 

 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
                                                                             

                                 

Due to the continuing Covid 19 
Pandemic, Squadron luncheons are 
not yet scheduled to return. Please 
read the Weekly Update published 
every Friday. It will keep you post-
ed regarding when we plan to re-
convene. Until then, stay healthy!         

 

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

 

IS THERE AN ELECTRIC MOTOR IN 
YOUR BOATING FUTURE? 

 
 Back to the Future? Nope! They’re here now. 
Powerful, virtually maintenance free and all elec-
tric. Pass the fuel dock with a wave. 
 
 For example:  The E-Motion 180E from Vision 
Marine is touted as the fastest on the water. It is 
rated at 180HP peak power with 280 foot pounds 
of torque. This model can push your boat at 50 
mph over water, full speed for several hours with 
its 110kw continuous power lithium ion battery 
pack. OK, so the motor and battery pack go for 
about $79,000. But think of it as a Tesla Model S 
for the water. Cheap, eh? 
 
 Norway’s Evoy is planning a 150HP model for 
about the same price, but a range of only 18 nauti-
cal miles. No gulf fishing on this one. 
 
 If you aren’t in quite such a hurry, there are a 
number of 50 HP electric outboards currently on 
the market.  

 Take for example the EP-50 from Elco. “Elco 
electric outboard motors, Made in the USA, are 
available in a wide range of horsepower options, 
from 5HP to 50HP, with remote or tiller control 
and long or short shaft to fit boats of all shapes and 
sizes.” The 50HP goes for about $9,000. “You 
have to select your Electric boat motor batteries in 
order to determine range. How long you run for is 
determined by the capacity of your Electric boat 
batteries. Elco recommends matching the Ah of the 
battery to the continuous Amp draw of the motor. 
With this approach, our typical boater achieves 
about 4 hours of runtime.”  
 
 And, don’t forget the charger. Many manufactur-
ers ask more if you actually want to charge the 
thing! 

 

THANKSGIVING FEAST 
Nov 20, 2021 11AM – 2PM 

TURTLE BEACH PAVILLION 
 

…with a special entertainment 
Surprise as a gift to the squadron 

from the WOLFE’S 
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COMMANDER’S UPDATE 

 
I thought, I was hoping, that by now 
we would be fully open for classes 
and our social events, but it is not yet 
to be. However, there is light at the 
end of this tunnel. I heard yesterday 
that they believe that the Delta Vari-
ant peaked about three days ago. Per-
haps with the vaccine being required 
for so many activities, and with chil-
dren now approved to receive the 

Pfizer Vaccine, we may be approaching that precious herd 
immunity that we’ve been hearing about. I was trying to 
think why we were so confident back in March, April, May, 
but I guess that was before Delta took hold, many of us were 
newly vaccinated and we hadn’t yet heard about the possi-
bility of breakthrough cases. But here we are, we got this 
far, let’s hold hands—rather touch elbows—and together 
let’s walk through to the end of this tunnel.  
 
We’ve changed the venue of our Thanksgiving Feast from 
the Squadron building to the Turtle Beach Pavilion. This 
year it will be a lunch rather than a dinner, but the same tra-
ditional Thanksgiving turkey, stuffing and sides as before. 
But since sunset is at 530P we didn’t want to be eating in 
the dark. I would think that the first Thanksgiving was an 
outdoor event! 
 
Now that Red Tide has subsided the kayakers went out and 
had a wonderful time on the water. Co-op Charting surveys 
are resuming, and the Hook Line & Stinkers are meeting on 
Oct 2 to plan their Fall fishing events.  
 
On another note, I wanted to mention the 3-to-6-minute vid-
eos published by National. They can be seen on YouTube at 
the America’s Boating Channel. There’s more than 100 of 
them! Just go to USPS.org and click on the Americas Boat-
ing Channel link along the top in the dark blue ribbon. No 
password needed. Or click the link in the Weekly Update. 
They’re wonderful little videos of instruction on everything 
boating. 
 
Now that Fall is here let’s all enjoy the cooler weather, stay 
well and be happy. 
 
          Commander Barbara Wolfe, P 
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Maura Klein who joined through Cyber mem-

bership has already signed up to take 2 courses. 

 

Marc & Cathy Hart have transferred in from 

Naples Power Squadron. 

 

Edith Chapman has transferred in from Mana-

tee Squadron and likes to kayak. 

 

Duane Fenton who is retired from the Air 

Force has an 18 foot Grady White center coun-

sole. 

 

Edward & Kari Humel hail from Connecticut 

and love motorcycling, cars and boating.  

 

Marisa & Kevin Dawson come from New York. 

Marisa is a full time nurse. 

 

Jeff & Gail Pardo are previously from New 

Jersey. Jeff took our ABC course by Zoom 

while in Boston. 

 

Robert & Linda Gidel live on Longboat Key 

and have a 32 foot Aviara. 

 

Linda Gidel lives on Longboat Key and is look-

ing forward to helping us plan on-the-water 

activities. 

 

Nancy Baird & Al Dominguez  have trans-

ferred in from Cyber membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER’S  
UPDATE 

  CRUISING THE ICW  
                     

 As we endeavor to return to 
“normal” America’s Boating Club 
of Sarasota boating activities, 
many nearby on-the-water destina-
tions are available on the Intra-
coastal Waterway for us to enjoy, 
and are within reach for a day or 

weekend cruise. The Intracoastal Waterway be-
gins at Norfolk, VA, extends through the Florida 
Keys, and ends at Brownsville, TX as a non-
contiguous, mostly protected, toll-free, navigable 
passage.  It is 3,000 statute miles (4,800 km) long, 
and passes through our very own Sarasota Bay.  
The segment of the Intracoastal Waterway passing 
through Sarasota Bay begins in San Carlos Bay 
near Punta Rassa just south of Cape Coral at Mile 
Marker Zero (MM ”0.0”), and is referred to as the 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW). 
 Travel along the GIWW is easy, if you think of 
Brownsville as your final destination no matter 
where you join the GIWW. Doing so will allow 
you to use the upstream or RRR rule to navigate, 
keeping the ICW red markers/buoys always on 
your starboard side, and vice versa when heading 
the other way toward Norfolk. Additionally, all 
ICW markers/buoys have a small gold sticker 
above their number. The green markers/buoys 
have a square gold sticker, while the red markers/
buoys have a triangular gold sticker. 
 The numbers on markers/buoys increase sequen-
tially and correspond to the marker numbers on 
your chart, making it easy to determine exactly 
where you are on a chart. The first ICW marker 
just north of the Ringling Causeway Bridge is red 
number “12”, while ICW green “23” is at the 
northern end of Sarasota Bay, just before you 
would start a run toward the Mar Vista Dockside 
Restaurant (just west of ICW red “40”) and on-
ward north to the Cortez Bridge, just north of ICW 
red “48”. 
 I always carry Chart #11425 on-board just in 
case my GPS stops working, or I cannot see the 
dark screen when I need to. Besides, I always like 
to know where I am so that I can navigate to my 
favorite Bar and Grill on Sarasota Bay and else-
where on the GIWW. Enjoy our return to 
“normalcy”. 
 

              Lt./C Howard Noble 
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 October is different here in Florida, we don’t have 
tree leaves changing color or the temperatures get-
ting cooler. 
 
 In Florida the October season brings us grapefruits, 
oranges, tangerines, carambola, tomatoes, corn, avo-
cados, cucumbers, mushrooms, squash plus others. 
 
In Sarasota during October the average daily high 
temperatures decreases from 87°F to 81°F and Au-

tumn in Sarasota is a particularly good time to be here for low tempera-
tures and low participation. 
 
 Vessel Safety Checks (VSC) are provided by the Squadron and are an 
examination of your boat (vessel) to verify the presence and condition of 
certain safety equipment required by state and federal regulations. Vol-
unteers from the Squadron do this as a courtesy and give you recommen-
dations and discuss certain safety issues with you so you can correct any 
items to keep– you safe on the water. 
 
 Contact your Richard Winston rnwinston20@gmail.com to set up an 
inspection. 
 
 Have a great October and be safe. 
 
 
                      Lt/C Roxanne E Fox, S 
 
{So this got me thinking: what in blazes is a Carambola? Turning to my 
trusty “Google machine”, I found out that a Carambola also known 
as star fruit or 5 fingers, is the fruit of Averrhoa carambola, a species of 
tree native to tropical Southeast Asia. The fruit is commonly consumed 
in parts of Brazil, Southeast Asia, South Asia, the South Pacif-
ic, Micronesia, parts of East Asia, the United States, and the Caribbe-
an. The tree is cultivated throughout tropical areas of the world and in 
Florida 
 
The fruit has distinctive ridges running down its sides (usually 5–6). 
When cut in cross-section, it resembles a star, giving it the name of star 
fruit. The entire fruit is edible, usually raw, and may be cooked or made 
into relishes, preserves, garnish, and juices. Ed.} 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 
THE KAYAKING 

KORNER 
Saturday 

 September 18, 2021 
 

The morning was near perfect for 
paddling as the sky was overcast, 
the water calm and at high tide as 
predicted. The water was very 
clear which was not the case a 
month ago with the red tide.  You 
could totally see the grass beds and 
sand patches below.  Also encour-
aging was the sign of bait fish alt-
hough we did not stir up any larger 
fish as we usually do.   
 
The six of us from the Squadron 
meandered between the mangrove 
islands occasionally stopping to 
rest and then proceeding on.  After 
pulling out at the launch, the sky 
from the west was turning dark, 
very dark.  Some of us continued 
on to Mar Vista for lunch.  Some 
made it to the restaurant before the 
monsoon; some did not.  
 
Due to the deluge, there was only 
one table occupied when we ar-
rived.  We totally enjoyed our semi 
private dining room with great 
food and conversation.   
 
All agreed to paddle Casey Key 
Fish House next month. It was nice 
to be on the water again. 
 
         P/C Ed Fisch, SN 

Kayaking Casey Key/Oscar 
Scherer State Park 

Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron 

Saturday, October 16, 2021                             

 SEE THE FLYER ATTACHED 
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           Chaplain’s Corner      

 
...Watch over all Policemen and Law 

enforcement Officers. Protect them from 
harm in the performance of their duty to stop crime 
and violence. We Pray, help them keep our waters, 
streets and homes safe day and night. We recom-
mend them to Your loving care because their 
duty is dangerous in the cause of freedom and jus-
tice.       
                 Chaplain’s Manual 

GOING FOR THE DAY OR WEEK? 
YOU NEED A FLOAT PLAN 

 
A float plan could save your life 
Creating a document to leave with your family and 
friends ashore can protect you and everyone on 
board. If you fail to return on time, your float plan 
lets your friends and family know what to do and 
whom to contact. It also provides vital information 
search and rescue personnel can use to help locate 
and assist you in an emergency. 
Creating a float plan 
The ideal float plan should include the following 
information: 
 
Details about your vessel 
Boat name 
Boat registration number 
Type of boat (power, sail, paddle) 
Boat size 
Boat color 
Year and make 
Type of engine 
Unique features like a flag or wakeboard tower 
Details about your boat’s safety equipment 
 
Passenger information 
Boat operator’s name, address and telephone num-
ber 
Number of passengers on board, including names, 
addresses and telephone numbers 
Emergency contact information for all aboard 
 

Description of your trip 
Day/time of departure 
Day/time of intended return 
Proposed route 
Instructions in case of emergency 
 
Typically, the skipper should be responsible for 
preparing a float plan; however, any member of the 
crew can step up and do so. 
 

 

 

Sharing your float plan 
 

There are numerous templates available online 
from various boating organizations, including the 
official float plan of the U.S. Coast Guard. The 
America’s Boating Club app includes a float plan 
that has everything the Coast Guard’s has and 
more. Plus, once you input your boat information 
into the app, it autofills any plan you make with 
that information. 
 
Once completed, print or electronically share it 
with two trusted relatives or friends, as well as with 
your local marina. If you don’t check in from your 
trip as expected, your float plan guardians have suf-
ficient information to contact authorities and re-
quest help or an immediate search. 
 
Finally, consider adding pictures of your vessel to 
your file. This helps search and rescue teams dis-
miss other boats that aren’t yours and zero in on 
your vessel more quickly. 
 
Bottom line: A float plan could save your life.  

Excerpt from Dan Boater & ABC Compass 
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 NATIONAL CORNER DISTRICT CORNER 

Recently, the West Coast has been ravaged by 
wildfires, particularly affecting California, Oregon, 
and Washington. The Gulf Coast has been hit by 
more than one hurricane already, and hurricane 
season isn’t over yet.  
 
People all over the country could use some help 
right now. Please join us in supporting the Ameri-
can Red Cross by making a donation. Your Disas-
ter Relief gift will help people whose lives have 
been upended by wildfires, storms, floods and 
countless other crises. Your donation will not only 
help with immediate needs like food and shelter, 
but it will also put people on the road to recovery 
and guide communities as they better prepare for 
disasters 
. 
Make your donation at https://www.redcross.org/
donate/cm/uspowersquadrons-pub.html. 

At the Spring Conference, $500 was added to the  
budget to permit a Google/Facebook ad campaign 
for Vessel Safety Checks this Fall. The Public Re-
lation Committee Chair, D/L Bob Moro, AP and 
D/Lt Al Lima AP have been in discussions as to 
who should do this, when should it start, and how 
are we going to measure the effectiveness of the 
campaign. The District Vessel Safety Check Com-
mittee Chair, D/L Richard Quodomine Jr, SN has 
said that he is ready to coordinate all VSC requests 
from the ad campaign to assign the closest Squad-
ron. In addition, Richard will do follow up with the 
Squadrons and keep VSC statistics. At the  next 
Spring Conference, Al hopes to announce a suc-
cessful VSC season and campaign. 

BUMPERS—FENDERS 
TOMATO—TOMATUH 

 
Whatever you call ‘um, you need ‘em. You finally got 
that boat you wanted. No sense slamming into the dock. 
Here’s how to hang ‘em: 
 
Rafts 
When rafting with other boats, use the largest-diameter 
fenders in your inventory since different boats tied to-
gether will rock differently and have varying freeboard 
and hull flare. Large-diameter ball fenders are a smart 
choice because they can hang from the rail or cleats over 
the topsides, yet are wide enough to keep rub rails from 
knocking together as well as areas with protruding 
decks, such as on boats with large bow flare. 
 
Planks 

When tied up to a smooth-surface pier, bulkhead or 
floating dock, vertical placement is the easiest, most 
practical and preferred method. Place the fender a few 
inches above the surface of the water to keep it from 
getting gunked up. A minimum of two fenders should be 
used, with one being placed at the widest point of the 
hull and one near the stern. However, the more, the mer-
rier — and less chance of hull damage. 

Tie-Offs 
Cleats and deck-mounted specialty fittings are best for 
hanging fenders, since they have a low profile and can-
not exert much leverage on the deck or the fasteners se-
curing them. Rail stanchions are also OK to use. 
 

 

Due to the extra leverage created by extra height, hang-
ing fenders to rails may subject the rail and deck to un-
due stress if a fender gets pinched during the rolling 
from a large wake. All tie-off points should be through-
bolted. 

Pilings 
When tying up to a dock or pier with exposed pilings or 
a “navy style” -bulkhead, horizontal placement is the 
way to go. Some fenders have molded eyes at either 
end; some let you pass a line through from top to bot-
tom. In either event, center the fender on the piling and 
tie it horizontally. If the location is rough, or roiled by 
current, or you will be leaving the boat unattended for 
longer than lunch, consider using a fender board as an 
alternative. A pair of cylindrical fenders placed vertical-
ly behind a two-by-four is as basic as it gets. The fend-
ers protect the hull and the two-by-four takes the beating 
from the pilings. Sweet. 
 
Knots 

There are three basic knots that work equally well to 
secure a fender to a stanchion or rail: the clove hitch, the 
running hitch and the round turn/half hitch. A cleat hitch 
is used when securing to a deck-mounted cleat. It’s not 
exactly a hitch, just a series of figure eights around the 
horn of a cleat, finished with a half hitch. Visit boat
ingmag.com/knots to learn how to tie them. 

http://www.americanpoleandtimber.com/img/everlast-navy-wall-BIG.jpg
http://www.boatingmag.com/how-to/how-to-build-fender-board
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HOOK, LINE & STINKERS 
SARASOTA’S FISHING GROUP 

 
[The Fishing Group is meeting to plan October trips as we go to press. So, here is a 
fish story authored by David Kotok, a fraternity brother, friend and financial advis-
er who is Chairman of Cumberland Advisors based in Sarasota. Enjoy. –Ed] 
 
 The dream of every fisherman is to fish in a wild stream — to be the first person 
in years to cast at completely wild fish. In a world of nearly eight billion people, 
such places are very difficult to find.  
 
 Until this past August, I had done this only three times. The first time was on a tributary of the Upper Rio Puelo in 
Chile, about 200 miles upstream from Puerto Montt. This was a wild stream fed by glacier runoff. The second time was 
with grayling in an unnamed stream that feeds one of the many unnamed lakes in Canada’s Northwest Territories. 
 
 The third time was on a tributary of the Zambezi River in Zambia.  
 
 Never did I think I would find another wild stream, let alone find it in between the two weeks we gathered for our 
August 2021 confab at Leen’s Lodge, Grand Lake Stream, ME. [ David sponsors a series of confabs for investment & 
economic professionals who meet and confer for a week to share thoughts and go fishing]. The story starts on the deck 
in front of Leen’s Lodge on Monday morning. The week one group was gone; the week two group was due on 
Wednesday. I had a break. There was no one else around, just me and Ray Socabasin, my fishing guide and friend of 
25 years (and a member of the Passamaquoddy tribe.) (We were headed) upstream on the West Branch of Big Mus-
quash Stream. The stream was wide here and flowed though grassy meadows. Distant on either 
side, forests skirted the meadows, and a small mountain rose against the sky a few miles away. We 
saw deer, eagles, moose crossings, and beaver dams — all pristine and wild and all on the Passama-
quoddy Indian Reservation land. We rounded a bend, and there a smaller tributary flowed into the 
big stream. In thirty-four years of visiting this region, I had never been up there. It was the East 
Branch of Big Musquash Stream! 
“Hey, Ray, what’s up there?” I called loudly enough for my voice to carry over the boat motor and 
wind noise. 
 
“That’s where my brother’s cabin is.” 
 
Hmmm. “Who goes there now?” I asked. 
 
Ray was pensive. “Nobody goes up here since he died.” 
 
 Ray is a man of few words. This is a place of his history and his tribal land. I knew his older brother Dave for years 
and had fished with him. Dave Socabasin was the elder, the mentor, the confidant. On tribal land he knew every tree 
and rock. We were about to visit a part of that heritage. 
 
 Ray nodded his head slightly. Silently, he turned the canoe into the East Branch. 
 
After a few turns, the stream meandered beyond the grassy meadow into higher land with trees and woods. Rocks and 
fallen trees, moss-covered overhanging limbs, and enticing, dark-shadowed fishing pools greeted us. Beneath the 
stream’s mirrored surface, underwater grasses swept gently in the direction of the current, weaving back and forth in 
the moving water, but no ripples broke the surface.  
 
 There were no signs of visitors. No beer cans or other trash or anything else. Here was a place untouched by hands, 
unmarred, as it had been for years. Trying to capture something of the magic of this pristine place, I snapped photos 
with my iPhone as we traveled up the East Branch in the direction of Dave’s cabin. 
 
 “It’s up there,” said Ray. While I had been busy with photography, Ray had been mentally replaying some of his his-
tory with his brother. Later, he related stories of hunting and fishing, trapping beaver, and taking sportsmen up on 
moose hunts. After Dave’s death, Ray stopped coming to this place. Now, a few years later, he was confronting the loss 
of his brother again, but he was also establishing a new way to handle the 
memories. 
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FISHING PART 2 
 
 We could barely make out the cabin. The clearing in the woods that surrounded it was now overgrown with brush. 
Clearly, the place hadn’t been used in several years. The forest was encroaching on all the work Dave had done in the 
past. 
 
 We headed to the shore. Ray remembered a spot where the nose of the canoe could 
fit, and in we went. Ray pushed the canoe up to the bank, and I got out without fall-
ing into the stream and tied up the boat. Then we climbed through the weeds and 
brush. The cabin was unkempt and choked with dust. No maintenance had been done 
for years. The outdoor latrine had rotted, as had a shed. It was a sorry-looking site 
and sight. 
 
 “What do you want to do?” I asked. 
 
 Fast-forward about two hours, and we had started to map out a clean-up plan. Ray 
reached a nephew and a niece, they reached two others, and a next-day work party 
equipped with a chainsaw and rakes was organized. The plan was to clean up the 
cabin, replace rotted wood, rebuild a fire pit for cooking, and clean up the shoreline 
for a canoe to tie up.  There would be trash to haul away and a dozen other tasks. 
When we had all the arrangements made, Ray and I climbed back into his canoe and 
ate our sandwiches in silence. We motored back to Musquash Bridge, pulled his ca-
noe out onto the trailer, and drove back to Leen’s Lodge. 
 
 “How about we fish the that stream tomorrow while all the clean-up work is being 
done,” I suggested. 
 
 “Okay,” he said. 
 
 On Tuesday, we again put the canoe in at Musquash Bridge and motored up the East Branch past the cabin as far as 
we could go. Trees had blown down across the stream, and we didn’t have a chainsaw to clear them. Ray described 
what was ahead, and we agreed that was for a future trip. He turned the canoe around, and we started to drift with the 
current. I fished from the front. Ray guided and paddled from the rear. 
 
 Nearly every cast raised a fish. Smallmouth bass and some pickerel. As the stream got deeper, the fish became larger. 
They would hit almost any type of spinning-rod lure. I changed lures about every ten casts to see just how these fish 
were reacting. On the fly rod, most surface-type poppers or dragonfly imitations worked well. I was fishing in a wild 
stream. 
 
 We fished for about two hours before we reached the cabin site. There, a hubbub of activity was well underway. The 
brush had been cleared. The cabin was being cleaned up. Firepit rebuilding had started. Four busy people were restor-
ing Dave Socabasin’s cabin site to its former hospitable state. 
 
 “Will we be able to use it tomorrow?” I asked with some hesitancy. 
 
 After the cabin stop, Ray and I had our Tuesday lunch in the canoe. Then we fished the lower stretch from the cabin 
to where the East Branch empties into the West Branch and becomes the full Musquash Stream. I caught fish continual-
ly. They fought hard, and they grew still larger as the stream grew wider and deeper. 
  
 On Wednesday, we were three canoes. Six sports fishermen and women and three guides cooked freshly caught fish 
for lunch at the new firepit. Wednesday was a milestone day.  
 
 Wild streams come in all shapes and sizes. Each one is a story. This time we restored history, shared memories with 
friends, and rebuilt a cabin.  
 
Excerpted from the writings of 
David Kotok, Chairman 
Cumberland Advisors LLC 

Dave Kotok & small-mouth bass 
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By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you 
buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than go-
ing to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s real-
ly the same website, but when you buy through Ama-
zonSmile you are automatically making a charitable 
donation. Once you’re on the AmazonSmile page you’ll 
see the word Supporting in the upper left. It is there that 
you have to enter our name. Since nearly a million 
charities participate it’s important that you choose us. 
Therefore, enter united states power squadron Sarasota. 
Adding Sarasota is very important, because many, 
many, many other Squadrons already participate. In a 
fraction of a second we will pop up and all you have to 
do is hit the Select button and from then on whenever 
you go to AmazonSmile and purchase something, we 
get a little something too! The important thing to re-
member going forward is to shop through the Ama-
zonSmile.com website and not just Amazon.  
 
  
 
 

 

                                     

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

$$$$$$ 

Great Response  
From 

Two New Members 
 

 Thanks for all your help. 
And for whatever it’s 
worth, this (Back 
OnBoard) and the excellent 
classes we’ve taken thus 
far have proved well worth 
the membership. Looking 
forward to taking more 
classes soon!  
 

    Greg Tolentino & Nicole Morreale  
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PAN PAN 
 TIPS FROM THE US COAST GUARD 

 
Keep a Proper Lookout - Neglecting this practice is among the top-five factors 
contributing to boating accidents. Peek at your smartphone, even at low speed, and 
your boat may take its own course — and imperil a swimmer, other boater, or your 
own craft and crew. Look out! 
 
Keep a Weather Watch - A long-range forecast helps in trip planning, and real-
time updates from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
National Weather Service stations can help you adjust your outing to match conditions. Make your own ob-
servations too. Caught by a storm? Find a safe haven and wait it out. 
 
On a small lake, running out of gas can be a laugh. But offshore, in congested ports, or on the Great Lakes or 
big or fast rivers, running dry can be dangerous. At sea or on rivers, particularly, play it safe by launching 
with at least 25 percent more fuel than you think you need. 
 
Check for faulty navigation lights. Horns are flaky too, but a whistle is an always-ready backup that could 
help avoid a crash. 
 
Inflation Facts - Inflatable life jackets are handy, but their inflation systems may need parts replaced periodi-
cally, whether they’ve been inflated or not; check your life jacket’s label or with its manufacturer for recom-
mendations and instructions. Remember to inflate the jacket by lung power occasionally to check for leaks. Is 
all that too much trouble?  
 
Rules of the Road Short Course: If you’re not going to study (or review) the U.S. Coast Guard Rules of the 
Road, at least remember: 
 
 When crossing paths with another vessel, the vessel to starboard (right) gets to go first; the one on port 

(left) goes last. No matter what the rules say, if you collide with somebody in another boat, you’re at least 
partly at fault. 

 
 Even a small amount of alcohol — just a beer or two — can cloud judgment and slow reflexes, two things 

you can’t afford on the water. Save it — it’ll taste just as good ashore. 
 
 
 
With input from Steve Griffin; Boating Magazine 
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THE END 
SARASOTA SOUTH WIND 

The Sound of the Sea 
Seashells and the Fate of the Oceans 

By Cynthia Barnett 
Review by Anne Clark 

 
On July 11 Gary and I had the opportunity to go to a book signing for Cynthia Barnett’s new-
est book, The Sound of the Sea: Seashells and the Fate of the Oceans. Cynthia lives with her 
family in Gainesville, Florida, where she is also Environmental Journalist in Residence at the 
University of Florida. She has three previous books, Mirage, Blue Revolution, and Rain.  
 
The Sound of the Sea blends cultural history and science to 
trace mankind’s long love affair with seashells and the hid-
den lives of mollusks that make them. She charts what 
shells and the soft animals that build them are telling sci-
entists about our warming, acidifying seas. Her central 
point being that we should listen to nature’s wisdom and 
act on what seashells have to say about taking care of each 
other and our world.  
 
This book is a good read for anyone interested in the riches 
of the living earth. 
 


