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Eddie Cochran   1958 

..so I called my congressman and he said “I’d 
like to help you son, but you’re too old to 

vote!” 
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AUGUST CALENDAR/CLASSES 

SPSS LUNCHEONS 
 

 Marina Jack Restaurant – Upstairs 
 

Registration from 1100 - 1120       $18.00 per person 

No reservation needed!   
     

   If you desire a fruit cup instead of the planned dessert, please get 
your fruit ticket with your luncheon choice when registering.    

 

Luncheons are every Thursday 
Stay tuned for Speakers                                 

  
8/30/2018 – SHERIFF TOM KNIGHT – The Sheriff 

will bring us up to date on happenings that concern 
all of us living in Sarasota and Sarasota County. 
The latest follow-up on Todays Headlines.  Perhaps 
we can find out his latest political ambitions.  

9/6/2018 - Mark Weston, Lawyer and Author – Mark-
worked as a Lawyer for ABC Television and as a 
journalist for ABC News before writing five books 
and a play.  He has also appeared on TV's Jeop-
ardy and won enough money to start a company 
that makes jigsaw puzzles for children.  He will 
talk about his latest book, "The Five Star Scale for 
Voting In Our Leaders". 

 

 LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 

 

See Our Flyers Beginning on Page 12 
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See us on: 

 

COMMANDER’S UPDATE 
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Our building is finally complete. It took several years, 
several committees and many volunteers to get to this 
point. We proudly invite you, our members, to come and 
tour your remodeled building during our Grand Re-
opening Open House on August 10 from 1600 – 1800. 
Please RSVP to SPSSQUADRON@GMAIL.COM. 
 
Have you checked out the member only section of our 

web site yet? Use your E# to get in. There is a Squadron Classified section. 
Let’s start to use it.  
 
To get to the member only login, go to www.sarasota-boating.org on your 
phone OR pc using your browser. Go to the bottom of the screen. At the very 
bottom is a small symbol that looks like a word document with the word - 
LOGIN next to it.   Click that. A new menu appears with Help Wanted, Do-
nations and Member Login. Click Member Login. Login as you would on 
your PC. On the Welcome page you can download our directory. Click 
download and the directory shows up. You can Click the symbol to send to - 
send to ibooks (on iphone) Or you can Add to Home screen and it will have 
its own icon on your phone. Once you have the directory on your phone you 
can perform a search to find what you are looking for. 
 
You can download a copy of our Directory here also – simply Click on 
download - then you can print the directory or save it to your computer.  
 
While you are viewing our web site – www.sarasota-boating.org - take a look 
at our luncheon speakers and upcoming events. We have a wide variety of 
speakers all year long and we try to come up with new events like Game 
Night at the Squadron. And check out our classes for summer and fall. 
 
                  Commander Sharon LaPrad, P  

 
 

Why do seagulls fly over the sea? 
Because if they flew over the bay, they'd be bagels! 

 
P/Lt/C Sylvia Wedge, P 

http://www.sarasota-boating.org
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           Chaplain’s Corner           
 

 
 

)"Everything you do is based on choices 
you make. It's not your parents, your past relationships, 
your job, the economy, the weather, an argument, or your 
age that is to blame. You and only you are responsible for 
every decision you make. Period!” 
                Jennifer Helbig 

 

              
           P/D/C Robert D. Barber, SN        
                        SPSS Chaplain 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE 

Understanding Speed Re-
strictions 

Over the past couple of weeks, I have 
had the pleasure of spending time on 
our waterways cruising the Intracoastal, 
relaxing at raft-ups, and simply watch-
ing boats pass while enjoying a meal at 

a waterfront restaurant. One thing is obvious, many boat-
ers either do not understand speed restrictions or just 
choose to ignore them, resulting in potential harm to our 
sea life, potential property damage, injury to other boat-
ers, and last but not least, a ticket from local authorities 
and the USCG.  

On Florida waterways there are signs restricting speed. 
Florida regulates boat speeds in certain areas either for 
the protection of manatees or for boat safety purposes. It 
is important that boat operators observe signs, understand 
what they mean, and abide by the speed regulations. Here 
are the most common signs.  

"Idle Speed, No Wake" Zone 

A designated area where vessels must be 
operated at a speed no greater than that 
which is necessary to maintain steerage 
and headway. The vessel should not pro-
duce a wake at this speed limit. 

 

"Slow Speed, Minimum Wake" Zone 

Areas where vessels must be fully off 
plane and completely settled in the water. 
Any wake created by a vessel in one of 
these zones must be minimal. If your ves-
sel is traveling with the bow even slightly 
elevated while in one of these zones, it is 

not proceeding at "Slow Speed" as required by law. 

Maximum 25 MPH, 30 MPH, and 35 
MPH Speed Zones 

Controlled areas within which a vessel 
must not exceed the posted speed.  

Remember, you are responsible for any 
damage resulting from your wake….Now 
for the good news, as with most things in 
life, there is an App for that! The App is 

called “WakeWatch”. WakeWatch displays no wake 
zones, boating speed limits, bridge heights and bridge 
opening times for all bridges in Florida, and select other 
states. The App is available in the App store for only 
$1.99.             Lt./C Rick LaPrad, AP 

 
IN MEMORIUM 

 
 

P/Lt/C Don B. Semeyn, SN 
 

22 April 1924 - 18 April 2018 
 

USPS Member   41 years 
32 Merit Marks 

 
 
 

“Enclosed is a contribution to the Power 
Squadron from my co-workers at Memorial 
Hospital in South Bend, IN. it is in 
memory of my father, Don B. Semeyn, 
who passed away on 4/18/18. Dad was ac-

tive in the Power 
Squadron for over 40 
years, and was very 

dedicated to its mission.” 
 
 
 
Patricia S. Voth 
Granger, IN 
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The VHF Radio –  
 
Can be your “Best Friend” in an Emergency Situation, but only if You Know How to Use It! 
 
Recently I came across an informative article on VHF Radio Protocol by Lenny Rudow, author and senior editor of 
Boat.com and Yacht.com and felt it to be a good refresher on one of the important pieces of safety equipment on your 
vessel.  It is important for the Captain and at least one member of the crew to know the proper use of a VHF Radio.  
If you need to call for help, you want that call to be heard as clearly as possible? And if you're using the VHF for com-
munications or convenience, you certainly don't want to step on an emergency transmission, do you? So let's dive right 
into the do's and don'ts of VHF protocol.  
 
Know What Channel to Use.  
Respect the channel designations, especially those of the "big three." Channel 16 is reserved for distress and safety calls 
and for contact calls to other vessels or shore stations. Channel 13 is used for vessel bridge-to-bridge communications 
and is heavily trafficked by commercial ships for inter-ship navigation. Channel 22A is used for safety broadcasts and 
U.S. Coast Guard communications; after hailing on 16, you're usually asked to switch to 22A. Because of congestion 
on 16, Channel 9 has been designated as an alternate contact-calling channel between pleasure vessels and to shore sta-
tions but, except in some areas, the Coast Guard doesn't transmit safety messages on 9. You should always monitor 16 
in case a nearby boat needs help and to hear Coast Guard safety messages. Ideally, it's good to have two VHFs, one set 
on 9 and another tuned to 16. Some channels, such as 70, have restricted use, and you can't use them for voice commu-
nications. 
Do regular radio checks, but do them on a recreational communications channel, 
not on 16, 9, 22 or any other restricted channel. Something the authorities find 
quite aggravating is when a recreational boater calls on an emergency channel 
requesting a "radio check." Hailing "TowBoatUS" on 68 is an easy way to con-
duct a check.  
What channels should you use for regular conversations? Channels 68, 69, 71, 
72, and 78A are considered noncommercial channels, and in most areas, 68 and 
72 are commonly used by the recreational boating community. But remember 
that the VHF is officially for "operational" purposes. This can be as informal as 
passing on a weather report, but conversations about what the dog chewed up 
yesterday are inappropriate.  
Whatever type of conversation you may be having, remember that no one else 
within a 20-mile range can talk on that channel while you're talking. Considering 
the limited number of appropriate channels, an extended conversation can inconvenience a large number of other boat-
ers. So keep your VHF communications brief and to the point. If you're communicating with a boat that's close by 
(within a mile or two), you should switch over to low power. Both fixed-mount and handheld VHFs have low-power 
settings, which limit the range of your broadcast and thereby limit the number of other boaters you may be blocking out 
due to your transmission. Remember that everyone can hear you. It's very easy to offend a large number of people on 
VHF, and there are often small children listening.  
Emergency Signaling: In an emergency, your broadcast needs to be more structured. With the radio tuned to Channel 
16 and the power set to high, begin your broadcast by stating either "Mayday" or "Pan-pan" three times over. Mayday 
is used when you're in a life-threatening situation. Pan-pan is the appropriate call to make when you're in a bad situa-
tion that isn't life threatening at the moment but could become life threatening. Next, state your vessel's name, latitude 
and longitude, a brief description of your boat, and the nature of your emergency. Speak slowly and clearly, and wait 
for a response from the Coast Guard. Once the Coast Guard knows the exact situation and location, be ready for some 
follow-up questions. You're likely to be asked about such things as the size and type of the boat you're on, the number 
and age of the people on board, and whether anyone has any medical training, if it's applicable to the situation. Even if 
you don't get an answer, continue making the emergency broadcast with those first three vital bits of information. The 
authorities (or perhaps a nearby pleasure boater) may be listening, even if you can't hear them calling back.  
Usually the best way to make sure your vital info gets through with no confusion or mistakes is to ensure that you have 
digital selective calling (DSC) installed and active on your radio. This requires a Maritime Mobile Service Identity 
(MMSI) number and a link to your GPS, unless you've got a newer VHF with a built-in GPS. When you press the DSC 
"panic button" on the VHF, the radio will automatically transmit your vessel information and exact location. And since 
it's digitally processed and uses narrow receiver bandwidth, it also boosts range over normal voice communications.  
Think of VHF communications like the highways and byways of our nation. They're public. Everyone uses them. Eve-
ryone benefits from them. But they can become clogged with overuse and unpleasant due to discourtesy.  Follow the 
proper VHF protocol, and everyone will be in for a better boating experience — and a safer one, too.  
                                         Lt/C Rick LaPrad, AP 
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Greetings from the Bottom of the 

Bridge 

We started our summer solstice a little 

early with our 3rd annual Father’s Day 

Barbecue on 16 June. 32 Squadron 

members were in attendance for a 

great barbecue held at the Turtle Beach Pavilion. Kudos 

to Linda Burmeister, AP for a job well done. 

A week later on 23 June, the Squadron got together for a 

raft up next to the Siesta Key Bridge. We had 6 boats and 

21 people in attendance. Great job by P/Lt/C Mike 

Wedge, AP for organizing the raft up. 

We welcomed July in with a Game Night at the Squadron 

Building. We had 14 Squadron members get together on 

1 July for Hand & Foot and Mexican Train gaming! Dur-

ing the gaming, we all snacked on great stuff brought in 

by the players. 

The Squadron held its first Breakfast on the Beach 14 

July. The event was held at Sun and Surf Colony on Lido 

Key Beach. We had 28 Squadron members in attendance 

who feasted on a full breakfast course, including mimo-

sas! Big thank you to Barbara Price, P for allowing us to 

use her cabana. Everyone enjoyed the food and had a 

great time. Thank you, event captain, Lt Mary Messen-

ger, for a great event!  

We are looking for volunteers to man the Mariner’s 

Learning Center on 28 July. The Squadron administers 

the Coast Guard Captain’s exam. Volunteers are needed, 

please contact Lt/C Chris Messenger, AP if interested. 

Since the first Game Night was a success, we are follow-

ing it up with another Game Night 29 July followed by a 

Pot Luck Dinner! 1500-2000. Bring your favorite game, 

bring a dish to share and bring your own beverage. Please 

contact Lt/C Chris Messenger, AP about what dish you 

are bringing so as not to have duplicate dishes. 

             Lt/C Chris Messenger, AP 

 

By shopping at Amazon you can automatically donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of nearly everything you 
buy to the Squadron. It’s very simple. Rather than go-
ing to Amazon.com go to AmazonSmile.com. It’s real-
ly the same website, but when you buy through Ama-
zonSmile you are automatically making a charitable 
donation.  
 

Once you’re on the AmazonSmile page you’ll see the 
word Supporting in the upper left. It is there that you 
have to enter our name. Since nearly a million charities 
participate it’s important that you choose us. Therefore, 
enter united states power squadron sarasota. Adding 
Sarasota is very important, because many, many, many 
other Squadrons already participate. We will pop up 
and all you have to do is hit the Select button and from 
then on whenever you go to AmazonSmile and pur-
chase something, we get a little something too! The 
important thing to remember going forward is to shop 
through the AmazonSmile.com website and not just 

AMAZONSMILE!!! 

$$$$$$ 

ADMIN OFFICER’S UPDATE 

POWER SQUADRON  
MEMBER BENEFITS 

Welcome to Member Benefits! As a United States Power Squadrons member, you can receive huge discounts on boat-
ing products, insurance, travel and lodging and many more items. Visit the USPS Member Benefits website at the link 
below and review the benefits that are of interest to you. Benefits include, among others, goods and services (CVS, Of-
fice Depot, Vistaprint), Health (American Hearing, USPS Prescription Savings), Insurance (BoatUS, LTCR Long Term 
Care), Marine (Coastal Explorer, C-Map, Sea Tow), Travel (Avis, Budget, Wyndham Hotels). Use of our many benefits 
will more than pay a member's annual dues. Take advantage of this today!   
 
Read more:  https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/14000/1450001/benefits-alphabetical 



   Page  7 https://sarasota-boating.org/ 

Sarasota Power  and Sail Squadron  

 

 

    

 
From the Editor 
 
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE 
If ever there was a time in the history 
of our country that the citizenry 
needed to stand up and be counted, 
then this is certainly is one such 
time. And boaters in Sarasota County are no exception. 
Did you know that in the last primary only about 9 per-
cent of Republicans and about 8 percent of Democrats 
bothered to vote? Do we really value this right of self-
government? Or are we content to just let the other guy 
do it and get what we deserve? 
But wait. This is a boating organization not a political 
club. Some of us dare not discuss (shudder) politics for 
fear we might offend or find our very best boating bud-
dy to be wedded to the wrong side.  
Think a minute: as early as the end of August we will 
begin to pick our School Board, our County Commis-
sion, our Governor, our State and Federal Senators and 
Representatives, and many others who may have an im-
pact on our favorite recreational activities and many oth-
er aspects of our daily lives. How about the funds to 
keep our passes open, or sand on the beaches, or to keep 
the Coast Guard mapping our waters, or the cost of that 
boat license, or safe speeds on the water, or whether we 
dump waste, plastic and fertilizer in our bay? The peo-
ple we choose to decide these things matter. They really 
do. So Vote! 
 

Treasurer 
Do you want to be on the Bridge? Do you want to be part of the Executive Committee? Do you know Quick-
Books? Are you an Accountant? The Squadron is looking for an Assistant Treasurer who will be our Treasurer 

next watch year. It’ll take a couple hours a week of your time. It’s a rewarding job, it’s a fun 
job, if you like that sort of thing, which you obviously do! We keep the books just like any 
business would: pay the bills, balance the accounts, do monthly reports to the Board and the 
Membership. If you are interested, please contact one of the members of the search commit-
tee: Bill Boos 941-451-8994 (wmrboos1504@gmail.com), Richard Winston, 941-213-
9694 (RNWinston20@gmail.com) Demetri Lignos 941-400-
5086 (demetri.lignos@gmail.com), or our Treasurer Barbara Wolfe 941-371-
1284 (barbara@ivymtc.com).   
 

Secretary 
We are seeking the "Go to person", your "Commander’s right arm”, and keeper of all things important.  Did 
you know all Power Squadrons must have three essential officers?  They are Commander, Squadron Educa-
tional Officer and the LYNCHPIN of every squadron, the Squadron Secretary.  It is a worthwhile experience 
and a vital part of the squadron.  Interested? Want to learn more? Please contact P/C William Boos N, 
wmrboos1504@gmail.com.   
 
South Wind 
 
This monthly publication is looking for columnists, writers, reporters and other similar ner-do-wells willing to 
take on assignments and display their craft periodically. Must be willing to work long hours for low pay and 
with little recognition. The South Wind is distributed to our over 350 members and to squadrons throughout 
District 22. All published works are filed neatly in the Squadron library where they will be maintained for gen-
erations to come. Contact D/Lt Robert Wolfe, S at rlsouthwind@gmail.com. 

Darcy Young is the Out-
reach Manager for the Sara-
sota Bay Estuary Program. 
At a recent luncheon, Darcy 
provided an overview of the 
geographical area of her re-
sponsibilities and showed 
the vast improvement in wa-
ter quality and sea grass over 
the past couple of decades. 
Discussions took place on 
how SPSS can get actively involved in the sea grass res-
toration programs.  
 
Antaeus Balevre is a poet, award-
winning writer, and author of The 
Prepared Citizen situational aware-
ness series. He spoke to our lunch-
eon about his book, “Surviving the 
Threat: Terrorist Attacks, Mass 
Shootings and Dangerous Situa-
tions.” -  how to stay alive! His 
books include “Surviving Terrorist 
Threats and How to Stay Alive in 
Dangerous Situations” 
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June 4 Cruise to 
Eat 

Luncheon aboard the Marina 
Jack II 
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Elizabeth Gay – Elizabeth enjoys photography, sports 
and swimming. 
 

Richard & Tracy Walshaw – This couple are transfers 
from the Dearborn Sail & Power Squadron.  They have a 
30’ yacht. 
 

Rebekah Jarrie – Rebekah took the ABC class.  She is 
a paint color specialist  and enjoys boating and cars. She 
has a 40’ power boat. 
 

Gina Tobin – Gina took the ABC class.  She enjoys 
golfing, kayaking, reading, & camping. 
 

Louise McCarthy – Louise also took the ABC class.  
She is a scuba diver. 
 

Kevin & Jacquelyn Kuhens – Both took the ABC 
class.  Both enjoy shooting sports and are new to boating 
and fishing.   
 

Marisol Garcia & Lydia Parra – Both took the ABC 
class.  Marisol is bilingual Spanish and enjoys kayaking 
(beginning),and sign language.  Lydia enjoys dancing 
and singing 
 

Joe Honer – Joe also took the ABC class.  Joe enjoys 
swimming, biking, running and walking. 
 

Lee McMillem & Jeanne Vargo – Lee and Jeanne are 
transfers from the Baltimore Sail & Power Squadron.  
They own a 48’ Whaleback Kadey Krogen. 
 

David Siesel – David is still active in the RI Coast 
Guard Aux.  He owns a 21’ Sea Ray and a 45’ Trawler. 
 

Doug and Channing Holder – Doug and his daughter 

Channing have both signed up for the ABC class.  Doug 

owns a 25’ power boat.  

P/C Ed Fisch, SN, Membership Co-Chair 
D/Lt. Bud Lomastro S, Membership Co-Chair  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

From the Education Officer 
 
Take one class this year, either in navigation or an elective.  Learn something new and 
challenge yourself.  Never stop learning, come to a class and meet other members 
whom you haven’t met before.  Learn something new that you didn’t know before! 
 
 
 
                                                                                     P/D/C Barry Rush, SN 

SOME FUN IDEAS ON THE WATER 
 
Join a Poker Run 
It’s a chance to join a community of performance boaters 
where speed is part of the fun but not the only thing. 
Race fellow contestants from spot to spot to pick up a 
card for a poker hand. The best hand at the end wins.  
 
Take a Slow Boat 
Chartering a displacement trawler gives you a new appre-
ciation for cruising. You will lose your sense of time and 
enjoy just being on the water. Plus, trawlers are great 
vessels for learning advanced planning, boat handling 
and seamanship. Check out these trawler charters in Flor-
ida at boatingmag.com/how-to/cruise-florida-style. 
 
Rent a Boat for the Day 
If you can’t bring your boat with you, rent one to explore 
new waters. New peer-to-peer services let you rent di-
rectly from other boat owners. It’s a way to explore new 
waters and try new boats. Visit boatingmag.com/peer-to-
peer-boat-rentals. 
 
Read The Perfect Storm 
For one of the most in-depth looks at what it’s like to be 
caught offshore in foul weather, read Sebastian Junger’s 
book about the travails of Capt. Billy Tyne and Andrea 
Gail (W.W. Norton, 1997). 
 
Go Geocaching 
Geocaching is a game where people leave rewards or 
notes for others to find using only GPS coordinates. Do it 
by boat and really learn to use your electronics.  
 
Coving  
Every lake, river or waterway has its unofficial “party 
cove,” a gathering spot where fellow boaters anchor, 
nose into the sandbar, or “raft up” to socialize and share 
in the pleasure of boating. Find one that fits your style 
and join in on the fun. Another benefit of coving? It al-
lows you to enjoy the boating lifestyle, while not using 
fuel. 
 
Fishing  
You don’t need a dedicated fishboat to bait a hook and 
throw a line over the side. Fishing can be done from any 
boat, and is a great way to bond with kids, spend time 
with your friends, or just get away for a few moments of 
solitude. Just don’t forget your fishing license, typically 
available online for a nominal fee.  
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KAYAKING BAYFRONT PARK – LONGBOAT KEY 
Sarasota Power & Sail Squadron 

September 22, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                             
 
 

Event Capt: Ed Fisch         Trip Leader: Joe Andrade 
 
Place: Bayfront Park – Longboat Key 
            4052 Gulf of Mexico Drive  
 
Time: 9:00 AM 
 
Trip Description: The area is Sarasota Bay with numerous offshore islands.  We will paddle between and 
around these islands for about 3 hrs. 
 
Directions:  Bayfront Park is on the Sarasota Bay side of Longboat Key, 4052 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
approximately 6 mi. north of New Pass and Lido Key.  The launch as shown in the picture is at the north 
end of the park. 
 
Lunch :   We will have lunch at the Old Salty Dog on City Island                                 
                1601 B Ken Thompson Pkwy. 
                Sarasota, Fl  34236  
 
  
 
Kayak Rentals:  Kayak rentals are available on site at the launch from the HAPPY PADDLER.  The price is 
$35 for a single kayak and $45 for a tandem.  However, a 20% group discount has been offered so call 
Shane at 941-773-1920 or email him at info@happypaddler.com and tell him you are with the Sarasota 
Power & Sail Squadron for the discount.  Their website is happypaddler.com.  If you rent or are planning 
to bring your own kayak, please contact Ed Fisch at Edcar2@aol.com or call at 941-923-5277 (H) or 941-
735-8823 (C). 
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UNCLASSIFIED CLASSIFIEDS 

To Our Readers: Have something to sell? You can list it in the South Wind Classified Unclassified. Send text and pic-
tures to rlsouthwind@gmail.com. Include your name, address and how you wish to be contacted. Listings are the sole 
responsibility of the offeror and neither the South Wind nor the Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron, Inc. shall be respon-
sible for the content of any ad or the items advertised. 

LISTED AT $28,900 
 

2013 2290 L South Wind Deck Boat with Fiberglass Spon-
sons, Four stroke 150 hp. Yamaha with only 110 hours. 
Garmin 9” GPS / Sounder Full Bimini with enclosure, Ste-
reo, Sink with fresh water, Port O Pot, Safety Gear, Swim 
Ladder, Seating for 12, and she just had fresh bottom paint. 
This boat is priced Thousand's under NADA Book Value. 
Great boat to get out on and enjoy our waters and beaches!  
 
 
Can be seen at Sara Bay Marina. Contact Bob at 941-371-
1284 or Michael Sfura, 941-359-0390 office, 727-226-4539 
cell. 

2018 FUND-RAISING COMMITTEE NEWS 
We have been busy soliciting items for our auctions and Treasure Chest.  At the Thanksgiving Feast on November 17, 
2018, there will be a Silent and Live Auction and bake sale.  All items are donated and the list includes such items as 
Disney and Bush Garden tickets, Artist Series Tickets and much more.  The 2018 Treasure Chest is in the works and 
raffle tickets will go out to members in October.  The drawings will happen at the Holiday Party on December 12.  You 
will again have 10 opportunities to win fabulous prizes including some very large cash prizes.   
 

We have already received some terrific prizes from: 
LeBarge Cruises 
Flemings Steakhouse 
Artist Series tickets 
Honey Baked Ham 
Evie’s Tavern 
And more….. 
 

Awaiting more donations.  If you could approach your favorite restaurant or business and ask if they too will be able to 
contribute.  Also, we need help with these events such as assisting with the set-up, overseeing the auctions, helping 
with checkout and other needs.  If you could volunteer here, that would be great.  Just let me know. 
 

Thank you,  
Past District Commander, Sue Lomastro, AP 
2018 Fund Raising Committee Chair 
suebudfl@verizon.net 
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PAN PAN 
 Computers are taking over, but humans 
are still necessary. 
Excerpted from Jay Coyle April 18, 2018 
Yachting Magazine 
 
 
When I was coming up in the yacht business, an aging 
captain explained to me that, other than a handle of rum, 
there was nothing quite as useful as a handful of tools. 
“Always use the tools first,” he had instructed. 
 
Today’s boats and cars think alike because they come 
from the same school. Once upon a time, a marine diesel 
required only air and fuel, and a skipper with a screw-
driver and wrench could ensure its delivery. Now a sili-
con brain controls an engine’s behavior and senses its 
moods. A skipper must be a code reader and capable of 
silicon brain surgery. 
 
I’m no fogy. I’m an early adopter, for God’s sake. I was 
writing computer programs for yacht design in the 1980s. I get it: Computers have improved yachting. After a day 
at sea burping soot, my analog diesels left me looking like a coal miner. That said, I don’t want an angry engine 
deciding it doesn’t feel like full throttle when my boat is perched on the wrong side of a breaking sea. 
 
I believe that humans should do the thinking and computers should do the work. Like some of my friends, I’m not 
sure computers can be trusted, but I do think they’ll have reason enough to keep us around. 
 


